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The Presidency of the Council of the European 
Union rotates among the EU national governments 
of the EU every six months. Each Presidency is part 
of a Presidency Trio. Estonia is the first country 
of the current Trio, which also includes Bulgaria 
and Austria. The three countries, although setting 
individual priority programmes, will coordinate 
their priorities to ensure consistency over the 
18-month period.  

The motto of the Estonian Presidency is ‘Unity 
through balance’. The primary focus of the Presidency 
will not be on acute issues such as migration or 
Brexit, but on fostering the unity of the Union of 
the 27 member states of the EU and delivering 
concrete benefits for European citizens. The 
President of Estonia, Kersti Kaljulaid, has expressed 
optimism about the achievement of these goals; 
writing in EurActiv, she said: “Despite all of the 
doubts expressed about our unity and the lack of 
solidarity, the EU has actually managed to remain 
united on the issues that matter most and in cases 
where our fundamental interests and values are at 
stake. Indeed, the EU is not in bad shape.”

To achieve its goals, Estonia has outlined four 
priorities of its Presidency: 

(i) an open and innovative European economy; 

(ii) a safe and secure Europe; 

(iii) a digital Europe with the free movement of data; 
and 

(iv) an inclusive and sustainable Europe.

On an open and innovative European economy, 
Estonia will not only work to protect and promote 
the core freedoms of the Single Market and ensure 
a stable banking sector, but also to establish a 
well-functioning electricity market and ensure fair 
competition by preventing tax evasion. 

To ensure a safe and secure Europe, the Presidency 
objectives are to strengthen the fight against 
terrorism and organised crime, reform the Common 
European Asylum System, strengthen relations with 
Eastern partnership countries and increase European 
defence expenditure and cooperation. With regard 
to the latter point, Estonian Prime Minister Jüri 
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Ratas has argued that as well as the development 
of new necessary capabilities,: “[The EU] need to 
make full use of the existing and new mechanisms, 
such as the battlegroups, the permanent structured 
cooperation, and the European Defence Fund.”

Promoting a digital Europe and the free movement 
of data is a principal priority of the Estonian 
Government. In their eyes, the free movement of 
data should be the fifth freedom of the EU, and 
Prime Minister Ratas has expressed his hope to 
start a political debate in Europe on this “essential 
freedom”. The Government believes that the digital 
revolution is germane to all issues facing Europe 
today. As Prime Minister Ratas told the European 
Parliament: “we have a digital dimension to almost 
every aspect of our Presidency programme, from 
fisheries to space”. The Presidency Trio is committed 
to having a Digital Single Market in place in 2018, 
which would include cross-border e-commerce and 
e-services and the availability of modern and secure 
electronic communication across the EU. 

A key event within the Presidency will be the Tallinn 
Digital Summit on 29 September 2017, at which 
the EU heads of government will engage in high-
level discussions on how to keep Europe “ahead of 
the technological curve while becoming a digital 
leader, globally, in the years to come.”

Finally, on their priority of fostering an inclusive 
and sustainable Europe, Estonia is committed to 
modernising rules to promote labour mobility across 
Europe, ensuring equal opportunity in the labour 
market and securing a cleaner and more sustainable 
environment. The Government has identified how 

changes in society and the influence of technology 
effect the nature of work. In response to the fourth 
industrial revolution and the emergence of artificial 
intelligence, the Government recognises the need 
to adapt social security systems and build workers’ 
skills to meet the needs of future jobs. 

The Estonian Presidency comes at a significant 
time for the European Union. Earlier this year, 
European Commission President Jean-Claude 
Juncker published the White Paper of the Future 
of the European Union, which set in motion the 
Bratislava process – an endeavour to involve voices 
from all sectors of European society to debate their 
visions for the EU post Brexit. The Presidency’s aim 
to promote unity among EU Member States, and 
to create a more inclusive EU that delivers tangible 
gains for citizens, will be seen by EU’s supporters as 
a valuable contribution to the Bratislava process.  

Furthermore, President Kaljulaid has highlighted the 
importance of applying the principle of subsidiarity 
- the making of decisions at the closest possible 
level to the people – in the implementation of the 
Presidency’s four priorities. Her aspiration is for 
Estonia to have a Presidency that: “people will look 
back on and say that it was then that we took stock 
of our core values and found them to be sound, that 
we recognised that even in testing times our core 
policies have not failed us, that we started to see the 
EU delivering for Europe and making a difference 
globally.” If this is accomplished, the period of the 
Estonian Presidency will be seen as an important step 
towards defining and cultivating a strong European 
Union after Brexit. 
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Key Events at the IIEA

• 1 September: Joint IIEA/Estonian Embassy 
event on the Digital Single Market

• 27 September: Seminar on Future of EU27 
– a Swedish perspective with Swedish 
Minister for European Affairs, Ann Linde

• Mid-October: Mid-term Review of the 
Estonian Presidency

Key Dates of the Estonian Presidency

European Council Meetings: 

• 18 October 2017- Tripartite Social Summit

• 19 & 20 October 2017 – European 
Council

• 24 November 2017- Eastern Partnership 
Summit

• 14 December 2017- European Council

Other EU Institutions:

• 11-14 September 2017 – European 
Parliament Plenary (Jean-Claude Juncker - 
State of the Union Address)

• 29 September 2017 – EU Digital Summit

• 17 November 2017 – Social Summit for 
Fair Jobs and Growth
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