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Introduction

Brexit Brief is published by the IIEA’s UK Project Group and 
covers developments in the UK’s withdrawal from the European 
Union. The Brief seeks to provide up-to-date information on 
the progress and content of the UK-EU negotiations, and 
bring together relevant statements and policy positions from 
key players in Ireland, the UK and the EU.

The Brief is part of a wider communications programme 
covering the work of the IIEA’s UK Project Group – involving 
commentaries, speeches, texts and event reports – which will be 
highlighted on the Institute website. (www.iiea.com)

Section One: State of Play

Prime Minister May in Florence 

On 22 September 2017, Prime Minister Theresa May 
travelled to Florence to deliver an address to an invited 
audience on a new era of cooperation and partnership 
between the UK and the EU.

In her speech, the Prime Minister expressed her desire for 
a continued and prosperous friendship following the UK 
withdrawal from the EU, in which both parties can work 
side by side in the pursuit of common goals. Theresa May 
repeated her commitment to protecting the Good Friday 
Agreement and the Common Travel Area (CTA) and to 
rejecting any physical infrastructure at the border between 
Northern Ireland and Ireland.

Arguing for a “new, deep and special partnership with the 
European Union” which would extend to the economic 
and security spheres, the Prime Minister spoke of designing  

an ambitious economic partnership “which respects the 
freedoms and principles of the EU and the wishes of the 
British people.” In doing so, she rejected existing models 
such as The European Economic Area (EEA) and the EU-
Canada Free Trade Agreement (CETA). She addressed the 
need for a dispute resolution mechanism which would be 
distinct from both the European Court of Justice (ECJ) 
and the UK Courts. She made it clear that the UK would 
honour financial commitments made during the period of 
EU membership.

The most significant point in the speech was the Prime 
Minister’s acceptance of the argument that “people and 
businesses – both in the UK and in the EU – would 
benefit from a period to adjust to the new arrangements 
in a smooth and orderly way.” She outlined her concept of 
an implementation period, using EU rules as a framework, 
during which the UK would retain access to the EU Single 
Market (and vice-versa) for a time limited period of no 
longer than two years. The Prime Minister concluded that 
there should be “a clear double lock”, guaranteeing vested 
interests that change was coming and that preparations 
would need to be made to meet it.

Addressing the “no deal” question, the Prime Minister 
argued that failure to reach a mutually acceptable 
agreement “would be a failure in the eyes of history and a 
damaging blow to the future of our continent.”

The speech received a mixed reception. Michel Barnier 
spoke of “a step forward” while Guy Verhofstadt 
was concerned about the lack of detail on the future 
relationship. A German MEP dismissed references to 
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creativity and imaginative solutions: “it is not a matter 
of creativity, it is a matter of logic and respect for basic 
EU law.” The Irish Times saw the speech as “long on 
aspiration but short on solutions” while The Guardian 
argued that “nothing announced in Florence today stood 
as a persuasive argument to justify eventual separation 
from the single market, even if deferred.”

Following the Florence speech, the Prime Minister 
welcomed the President of the European Council, 
Donald Tusk, to Downing Street on 26 September 2017. 
Donald Tusk said that he was “cautiously optimistic about 
the constructive and more realistic tone of the Prime 
Minister’s speech in Florence and of our discussion today. 
This shows that the philosophy of ‘having a cake and 
eating it’ is finally coming to an end, or at least I hope so.”

Fourth Round of Brexit Negotiations

The fourth round of Brexit negotiations took place in 
Brussels between 25 and 28 September 2017. 

In his opening remarks, Brexit Secretary David Davis set 
out the UK team’s goals of pursuing and building on the 
technical work done in earlier negotiation rounds. He 
argued that, as the UK was absolutely committed to work 
through the details and had laid out concrete proposals, 
“there are no excuses for standing in the way of progress. It 
will take pragmatism on both sides to make headway.” He 
reiterated that the UK would honour commitments made 
during the period of its membership.

The EU Negotiator, Michel Barnier, said that what 
mattered was that the UK Government translated the 
Prime Minister’s Florence statements into clear negotiating 
positions. He responded to Theresa May’s request for a 
transition arrangement by insisting that “transition can 
only begin once we have reached an agreement on an 
orderly withdrawal.” He stressed the unity of the EU-
27, which had been confirmed by the General Affairs 
Council on 25 September and by the political groups in 
the European Parliament, meeting on the same day.

Following the end of the talks, Secretary Davis commented 
that this had been a vital round, taking place just days 
after the Florence speech by Prime Minister Theresa May 
that had “set out a clear, pragmatic approach designed 
to help secure an agreement that works for all sides.” He 
concluded: “after four rounds, when I look across the full 
range of issues to do with our withdrawal from the EU, 
I am clear that we have made considerable progress on 
the issues that matter.” He made reference to progress 
on increasing certainty for citizens and businesses; 
providing reassurance to EU partners on mutual financial 

obligations; and agreeing on some of the key principles 
in relation to the issues arising for Northern Ireland and 
Ireland.

Michel Barnier stated that Prime Minister May’s speech 
“has created a new dynamic in our negotiations…we 
managed to create clarity on some points. On others, 
however, more work remains to be done. We are not there 
yet.” On Citizens’ Rights, an important agreement gives 
assurance to citizens on invoking their rights, but there 
was no agreement on the role of the European Court of 
Justice – a “stumbling block” for the EU – and on issues 
such as family reunification. Useful talks had taken place 
on the financial settlement but Michel Barnier insisted, 
“for the EU, the only way to reach sufficient progress is 
that all commitments undertaken at 28 are honoured at 
28.”

On the topic of the Irish/Northern Irish border, some 
progress was made, on the Common Travel Area, but 
“any solution will need to be fully informed by the special 
circumstances on the island of Ireland….such solutions 
must respect both the integrity of the Union’s legal order, 
and the Good Friday Agreement in all its parts.” Michel 
Barnier concluded that the week had been constructive, 
but that further work would be needed before sufficient 
progress would have been made.

The October European Council meeting will assess the 
state of play in the negotiations and decide on whether 
sufficient progress has been made to permit the talks to 
move beyond the withdrawal issues to consideration of 
the long-term EU/UK trade agreement.

Taoiseach meets Prime Minister in London 

The Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar, met Prime Minister 
Theresa May at Downing Street on 25 September 2017 
for discussions on Brexit and Northern Ireland. They 
agreed on the urgency of restoring the Northern Ireland 
Assembly and the power-sharing executive. 

On Brexit, the Taoiseach welcomed the Prime Minister’s 
remarks in Florence on maintaining the Common Travel 
Area and on ensuring that there would be no physical 
infrastructure at the border, but called on the British 
government to be “more specific” about the future 
relationship between the UK and Ireland after Brexit. He 
indicated that he did not think that sufficient progress 
had been made to permit starting negotiations on the 
long term, post-withdrawal trade agreement and that 
efforts should be increased prior to the October meeting 
of the European Council. 
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Stressing the continuing importance of the special 
relationship between the two countries, the Prime 
Minister expressed her strong support for the all-Ireland 
bid for the 2023 Rugby World Cup.

UK Policy Paper on UK-EU Cooperation on Security and 
Law Enforcement 

The UK Government has published a substantial policy 
paper – “security, law enforcement and criminal justice”- 
in which it states that the UK will seek to agree “a 
comprehensive new security, law enforcement and criminal 
justice partnership with the EU after Brexit, to fight our 
shared threats from terrorism and organised crime.” The 
UK wants to develop a model that reflects the fact that 
Britain’s operational processes and data sharing systems 
are uniquely aligned with those of the EU. This should be 
done by negotiating a new security treaty between the UK 
and EU to provide a legal basis for continued working and 
by agreeing a bespoke relationship with Europol.

DexEU Reshuffle

In a significant move, Prime Minister May has made a 
number of reassignments of key civil servants dealing 
with Brexit. The most senior civil servant on Brexit, 
Olly Robbins, has been moved from the Department 
for Exiting the European Union (DexEU) to Downing 
Street where he will coordinate the Brexit negotiations, 
reporting solely to the Prime Minister. The Financial 
Times commented: “the adjustment to the chain of 
command suggests that No.10 is returning to a more 
traditional role directing cross-departmental Europe 
policy, after the post-referendum upheaval that created 
the Brexit Department.” 

Section Two: The Evolving Debate

President Macron at the Sorbonne 

On 26 September 2017 President Emmanuel Macron 
delivered a two-hour address to an audience at the Sorbonne 
in Paris in which he outlined a radical programme to 
make the European Union more “sovereign, united and 
democratic.”

He identified six keys to European sovereignty: 

1. Guaranteeing every aspect of security and  
 defence; 

2. Addressing the migration challenge; 

3. Developing a new partnership with the  
 Mediterranean and Africa; 

4. Spearheading efforts for sustainability and  
 ecological transition; 

5. Promoting innovation and regulation adapted  
 to the digital world; 

6. Making the Eurozone the heart of Europe’s  
 global economic power, with a finance minister,  
 budget and parliament.

He argued for a Europe united through concrete solidarity 
based on social and tax convergence, and for guaranteeing 
a minimum wage for all and creating a sense of belonging.

Europe’s ‘refoundation’, he argued, cannot be achieved 
away from the people, but only by involving them through 
national and local conventions and debates. He proposed 
that this process would begin in 2019 by strengthening 
the European Parliament using transnational candidate 
lists.

President Macron insisted that the European Union 
provides our common basis, founded on common 
democratic values and a “simpler, more protective Single 
Market along with an overhauled trade policy characterised 
by transparency, high social and environmental standards 
and reciprocity.” 

The President further outlined his plans for reform at EU 
level, envisaging a smaller Commission of 15 Members, 
and allowances for a multi-speed Europe in which 
Member States who wish to integrate more closely could 
do so unhindered.

On Brexit, Macron had little to say, referring to discussions 
under way “that do not define the future of Europe” and 
suggesting that the UK seats in the European Parliament 
might be filled from a national list.

He concluded by referring to Robert Schuman “who 
dared to propose building Europe, in Paris on 9 May 
1950. I remember his powerful words: a united Europe 
was not achieved and we had war.”

Taoiseach at All-Island Civic Dialogue on Brexit 

The Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar, addressed the third plenary 
session of the All-Island Civic Dialogue on Brexit on 28 
September 2017.

He told the participants that it was not yet possible to say 
whether the European Council will be able to decide that 
sufficient progress has been made on the issues in the first 
phase of the negotiations to allow progress to the second 
phase in which the framework for a future relationship 
with the EU will be discussed. “While Prime Minister 
May’s speech last week in Florence was welcome, it does 
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not yet bring us to where we need to be.”

He reiterated the government position that there can be 
no re-introduction of a border on the island of Ireland: 

Anxiety about the border issue extends far beyond the 
impact on trade and balance sheets, important though that 
is. It is also about the emotional impact on communities, 
North and South, which have become increasingly 
intertwined over the past two decades. It is about the day-
to-day reality of the cross-border worker or student who 
travels from Donegal to Derry on a daily basis.

Mr Varadkar referred to the recent speeches from President 
Juncker and President Macron, which set out strong 
views about where the EU should be headed, noting 
that Ireland must play a positive and constructive role 
in the conversation. He also insisted that while Ireland 
will remain part of the EU27, there are nonetheless issues 
that Ireland would not support, specifically referring to 
“the more ambitious proposals on an EU army and tax 
harmonisation for companies.”

Boris Johnson

In his article in The Sun, on 29 September, Foreign 
Secretary Boris Johnson, laid out his four red-lines for 
Brexit: 

1. The transition period must not last a second  
 more than two years; 

2. The UK must refuse to accept new European  
 Union or European Court of Justice rulings  
 during the transition period; 

3. There must be no payments for Single Market  
 access when the transition ends; and, 

4. The UK must not agree to shadow European  
 Union rules to gain access to the Single Market. 

The Sun’s political editor, Tom Newton Dunn, commented 
that “all his demands go further than the agreed Cabinet 
position, hammered out after a summer of infighting.”

Guy Verhofstadt in the Oireachtas

The European Parliament’s Brexit Coordinator, former 
Belgian Prime Minister Guy Verhofstadt, addressed a 
joint meeting of Oireachtas Committees – European 
Affairs, Foreign Affairs and Trade, Joint Committee on 
Good Friday Agreement - on 21 September 2017. He 
stated that he was in Dublin to deliver a message of 
solidarity, insisting, “we will never allow Ireland to suffer 
by the British decision to leave the EU. This is a firm 
commitment from myself and the European Parliament.” 

Dealing with the crucial border issue, he argued that there 
was only one, unique, solution that “requires that one way 
or another, Northern Ireland should remain part of the 
customs union and the Single Market.”

The European Parliament has no direct role in the ongoing 
negotiations but it must approve the final agreement.

Irish Border data

An official analysis by the British and Irish statistical 
offices has highlighted the complexity facing the Brexit 
negotiators in dealing with the Irish border issue. There 
are an estimated 110 million border crossings annually 
between Ireland and Northern Ireland for all reasons 
including work, business, trade, education, health and 
family reasons. The crossings – 300,000 daily - are made 
by private vehicle, coach and train. On average, some 
375,000 people born in Ireland are living in the UK and 
275,000 UK-born people living in Ireland.

Section Three: Recent and upcoming events

Upcoming events

Brexit – This Year? Next Year? Sometime? Never? 

John Palmer, Former Europe Editor of The Guardian 
and Visiting Practitioner Fellow at Sussex University’s 
European Institute. Tuesday, 10 October 2017, at 
12.45p.m.

In his address to the IIEA, Mr Palmer will discuss how 
the political realities of Brexit are becoming ever more 
complex and that the final outcome of the negotiations 
remains deeply uncertain. He will discuss the current state 
of play in the UK’s withdrawal from the European Union, 
and its implications for the domestic debate in the United 
Kingdom. More information on the event can be found 
here. 

As an independent forum, the Institute does not express any opinions of its own. The views expressed in the article are the sole 
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Nicola Sturgeon announces new Scottish independence bill

European Council appoints Didier Seeuws as head of Brexit Taskforce

Bratislava Summit of 27

Michel Barnier starts role as Head of EU Commission Brexit Task Force  

Resignation of Ambassador Ivan Rogers, Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom 
to the European Union

Theresa May outlines the objectives and principles for the UK’s withdrawal

24th June 2016

9th September 2016

16th September 2016

13th October 2016

6th December 2016

3rd January 2017

17th January 2017

26th June 2016

David Cameron signals his intention to resign as UK Prime Minister

1st October 2016

24th January 2017 UK Supreme Court Ruling on Article 50

European Parliament names Guy Verhofstadt as the European Parliament’s Brexit negotiator

Michel Barnier holds first press briefing on Brexit, notes Northern Irish issues

23rd June 2016 The UK votes to leave the EU

Theresa May becomes the new Prime Minister of the UK13th July 2016

2016 - 2017Timeline

Northern Ireland Assembly elections. No new executive formed.2nd March 2017

UK Houses of Parliament pass the Article 50 Bill without amendment

9-10th March 2017

13th March 2017

Re-election of Donald Tusk as European Council President

European Parliament adopts resolution on the UK’s withdrawal from the EU

29th March 2017

5th April 2017

UK invokes Article 50

60th Anniversary of the Treaty of Rome25th March 2017

19th April 2017 Theresa May calls for snap General Election on 8th June 2017

European Council adopts its guidelines for the Brexit negotiations29th April 2017

7th May 2017 Emmanuel Macron defeats Marine Le Pen to become President of France 

The General Affairs Council of the EU authorises the opening of negotiations with the UK22nd May 2017

http://www.iiea.com/ftp/Publications/2017/Interactive_Brexit_Timeline.pdf
http://www.iiea.com/ftp/Publications/2017/Interactive_Brexit_Timeline.pdf
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European Council Summit

Estonian Presidency of the Council of the EU begins

German Federal Elections. Chancellor Merkel elected to fourth term.

European Council Summit

European Council Summit

22-23rd June 2017 

1st July 2017

24th September 2017

19-20th October 2017

14-15th December 2017

1st January 2018 Bulgarian Presidency of the Council of the EU begins

European Council Summit22nd-23rd March 2018

European Council Summit28-29th June 2018 

Austrian Presidency of the Council of the EU begins1st July 2018

Austrian Parliamentary Elections15th October 2017 

European Council Summit

European Council Summit

Romanian Presidency of the Council of the EU begins

Deadline for UK withdrawal

European Parliament Elections

October 2018

December 2018

1st January 2019 

29th March 2019

May 2019

2017 - 2019Timeline

You are here!

8th June 2017 UK General Election results in a hung Parliament. Minority Conservative government formed with support 
from the DUP

Negotiations between the UK and EU begin

29th May 2017 European Commission releases draft position papers on Article 50

18th June 2017 President Macron’s Party wins largest share of vote in French Legislative Elections

19th June 2017

Round two of UK-EU negotiations17th-20th July 2017

Round three of UK-EU negotiations28th - 31st August 2017

1st-4th October 2017 Conservative Party Conference 

Round four of EU-UK negotiations25th-28th September 2017

Round five of EU-UK negotiations9-12th October 2017

22nd September 2017 Theresa May’s Florence speech 

http://www.iiea.com/ftp/Publications/2017/Interactive_Brexit_Timeline.pdf
http://www.iiea.com/ftp/Publications/2017/Interactive_Brexit_Timeline.pdf
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Section Four: Background Material and Further 
Reading
Background Material

President Emmanuel Macron   Initiative for Europe.  
Speech by Emmanuel Macron for a sovereign, united, 
democratic Europe, Paris, 26 September 2017.   (www.
elysee.fr/declarations/article/initiative-pour-l-europe-
discours-d-emmanuel-macron-pour-une-europe-
souveraine-unie-democratique) 

Secretary David Davis   Opening remarks at the start 
of the fourth round of EU exit negotiations, Brussels, 25 
September 2017.    (https://www.gov.uk/government/
news/david-davis-opening-remarks-at-the-start-of-the-
fourth-round-of-eu-exit-negotiations) 

Secretary David Davis     Closing remarks at the end 
of the fourth round of EU exit negotiations in Brussels, 
28 September 2017.   (https://www.gov.uk/government/
news/david-davis-closing-remarks-at-the-end-of-the-
fourth-round-of-eu-exit-negotiations-in-brussels) 

Michel Barnier   Press Statement following the fourth 
round of Article 50 negotiations with the United 
Kingdom, 28 September 2017.  (http://europa.eu/rapid/
press-release_SPEECH-17-3547_en.htm) 

President Donald Tusk   Letter to EU leaders ahead of their 
informal dinner in Tallinn, 21 September 2017.   (www.
consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2017/09/21-
tusk-letter-tallinn) 

President Donald Tusk   Remarks ahead of the Digital 
Summit in Tallinn, 29 September 2017.   (http://www.
consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2017/09/29-
tusk-doorstep-tallinn/ ) 

President Donald Tusk   Remarks after the Tallinn Digital 
Summit, 29 September 2017. (http://www.consilium.
europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2017/09/29-tusk-press-
conference-tallinn/) 

European Parliament   Draft Motion for a Resolution 
to wind up the debate on the state of play of negotiations 
with the United Kingdom, 28 September 2017.   
(www.europarl.europa.eu/unitedkingdom/en/media/
news/2017/sept17/brexitepresolution.html) 

HM Government   Comparison of EU/UK positions on 
Citizens’ Rights – 28/09/2017. (www.gov.uk/government/
publications/joint-technical-note-on-the-comparison-of-
eu-uk-positions-on-citizens-rights) 

Taoiseach Leo Varadkar   Speech at the Third Plenary 

Session of the All-Island Civic Dialogue on Brexit, 
28 September 2017.   (https://merrionstreet.ie/en/
News-Room/Speeches/Speech_by_the_Taoiseach_Leo_
Varadkar_T_D_at_the_Third_Plenary_Session_of_the_
All-Island_Civic_Dialogue_on_Brexit.html) 

Government of Ireland    Taoiseach to attend Digital 
Summit today as part of Tallinn visit.   Merrionstreet.ie, 
28 September 2017.  (www.merrionstreet.ie/en/News-
Room/News/Taoiseach_to_attend_Digital_Summit_
today_as_part_of_Tallinn_visit.html) 

Government of Ireland    Taoiseach Leo Varadkar meets 
PM May in London.  Merrionstreet.ie, 25 September 
2017.   (www.merrionstreet.ie/en/News-Room/News/
Spotlights/Taoiseach_leo_Varadkar_meets_PM_May_
in_London.html) 

HM Government     PM meeting with Irish Taoiseach 
Leo Varadkar. GOV.UK, 25 September 2017.  (https://
www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meeting-with-irish-
taoiseach-leo-varadkar-25-sept-2017)  

Irish Times   Insufficient progress on Brexit talks so far, 
Leo Varadkar says. Irish Times, 26 September 2017.   
(www.irishtimes.com/news/politics/insufficient-progress-
on-brexit-talks-so-far-leo-varadkar-says-1.3233328) 

Prime Minister Theresa May   Florence Speech, 22 
September 2017. (https://www.gov.uk/government/
speeches/pms-florence-speech-a-new-era-of-cooperation-
and-partnership-between-the-uk-and-the-eu) 

Michel Barnier   Statement on Prime Minister’s Florence 
Speech, 22 September 2017. (www.europa.eu/rapid/
press-release_STATEMENT-17-3427_en.htm)  

Minister Simon Coveney.  Minister Coveney responds to 
the speech made by Prime Minister May in Florence, 22 
September 2017. (https://www.dfa.ie/news-and-media/
press-releases/press-release-archive/2017/september/
minister-coveney-responds/)  

President Donald Tusk   Remarks after meeting with 
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom Theresa May, 
26 September 2017.   (http://www.consilium.europa.eu/
en/press/press-releases/2017/09/26-tusk-remarks-may-
london/) 

Boris Johnson   Boris Johnson reveals his four Brexit 
‘red lines’ for Theresa May. The Sun, 30 September 
2017.   (https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/4580334/boris-
johnson-pm-brexit-red-lines/) 

The Guardian   The Guardian View on May in Florence: 
a small step towards reality, 22 September 2017.   (https://

As an independent forum, the Institute does not express any opinions of its own. The views expressed in the article are the sole 
responsibility of the author.

http://www.elysee.fr/declarations/article/initiative-pour-l-europe-discours-d-emmanuel-macron-pour-une-europe-souveraine-unie-democratique
http://www.elysee.fr/declarations/article/initiative-pour-l-europe-discours-d-emmanuel-macron-pour-une-europe-souveraine-unie-democratique
http://www.elysee.fr/declarations/article/initiative-pour-l-europe-discours-d-emmanuel-macron-pour-une-europe-souveraine-unie-democratique
http://www.elysee.fr/declarations/article/initiative-pour-l-europe-discours-d-emmanuel-macron-pour-une-europe-souveraine-unie-democratique
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/david-davis-closing-remarks-at-the-end-of-the-fourth-round-of-eu-exit-negotiations-in-brussels
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/david-davis-closing-remarks-at-the-end-of-the-fourth-round-of-eu-exit-negotiations-in-brussels
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/david-davis-closing-remarks-at-the-end-of-the-fourth-round-of-eu-exit-negotiations-in-brussels
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-17-3547_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-17-3547_en.htm
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2017/09/21-tusk-letter-tallinn
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2017/09/21-tusk-letter-tallinn
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2017/09/21-tusk-letter-tallinn
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2017/09/29-tusk-doorstep-tallinn/ 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2017/09/29-tusk-doorstep-tallinn/ 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2017/09/29-tusk-doorstep-tallinn/ 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2017/09/29-tusk-press-conference-tallinn/ 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2017/09/29-tusk-press-conference-tallinn/ 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2017/09/29-tusk-press-conference-tallinn/ 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/unitedkingdom/en/media/news/2017/sept17/brexitepresolution.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/unitedkingdom/en/media/news/2017/sept17/brexitepresolution.html
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/joint-technical-note-on-the-comparison-of-eu-uk-positions-on-citizens-rights
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/joint-technical-note-on-the-comparison-of-eu-uk-positions-on-citizens-rights
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/joint-technical-note-on-the-comparison-of-eu-uk-positions-on-citizens-rights
https://merrionstreet.ie/en/News-Room/Speeches/Speech_by_the_Taoiseach_Leo_Varadkar_T_D_at_the_Third_Plenary_Session_of_the_All-Island_Civic_Dialogue_on_Brexit.html
https://merrionstreet.ie/en/News-Room/Speeches/Speech_by_the_Taoiseach_Leo_Varadkar_T_D_at_the_Third_Plenary_Session_of_the_All-Island_Civic_Dialogue_on_Brexit.html
https://merrionstreet.ie/en/News-Room/Speeches/Speech_by_the_Taoiseach_Leo_Varadkar_T_D_at_the_Third_Plenary_Session_of_the_All-Island_Civic_Dialogue_on_Brexit.html
https://merrionstreet.ie/en/News-Room/Speeches/Speech_by_the_Taoiseach_Leo_Varadkar_T_D_at_the_Third_Plenary_Session_of_the_All-Island_Civic_Dialogue_on_Brexit.html
http://www.merrionstreet.ie/en/News-Room/News/Taoiseach_to_attend_Digital_Summit_today_as_part_of_Tallinn_visit.html
http://www.merrionstreet.ie/en/News-Room/News/Taoiseach_to_attend_Digital_Summit_today_as_part_of_Tallinn_visit.html
http://www.merrionstreet.ie/en/News-Room/News/Taoiseach_to_attend_Digital_Summit_today_as_part_of_Tallinn_visit.html
http://www.merrionstreet.ie/en/News-Room/News/Spotlights/Taoiseach_leo_Varadkar_meets_PM_May_in_London.html
http://www.merrionstreet.ie/en/News-Room/News/Spotlights/Taoiseach_leo_Varadkar_meets_PM_May_in_London.html
http://www.merrionstreet.ie/en/News-Room/News/Spotlights/Taoiseach_leo_Varadkar_meets_PM_May_in_London.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meeting-with-irish-taoiseach-leo-varadkar-25-sept-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meeting-with-irish-taoiseach-leo-varadkar-25-sept-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meeting-with-irish-taoiseach-leo-varadkar-25-sept-2017
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/politics/insufficient-progress-on-brexit-talks-so-far-leo-varadkar-says-1.32
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/politics/insufficient-progress-on-brexit-talks-so-far-leo-varadkar-says-1.32
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pms-florence-speech-a-new-era-of-cooperation-and-partnership-between-the-uk-and-the-eu
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pms-florence-speech-a-new-era-of-cooperation-and-partnership-between-the-uk-and-the-eu
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pms-florence-speech-a-new-era-of-cooperation-and-partnership-between-the-uk-and-the-eu
http://www.europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-17-3427_en.htm
http://www.europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-17-3427_en.htm
https://www.dfa.ie/news-and-media/press-releases/press-release-archive/2017/september/minister-coven
https://www.dfa.ie/news-and-media/press-releases/press-release-archive/2017/september/minister-coven
https://www.dfa.ie/news-and-media/press-releases/press-release-archive/2017/september/minister-coven
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2017/09/26-tusk-remarks-may-london/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2017/09/26-tusk-remarks-may-london/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2017/09/26-tusk-remarks-may-london/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/4580334/boris-johnson-pm-brexit-red-lines/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/4580334/boris-johnson-pm-brexit-red-lines/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/sep/22/the-guardian-view-on-may-in-florence-a-small-step-towards-reality


BREXIT
BR IEF BREXIT BRIEF 027 | OCT 2017

www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/sep/22/the-
guardian-view-on-may-in-florence-a-small-step-towards-
reality)  

Financial Times   May’s Italian overture deserves a 
fair hearing.   FT View, 22 September 2017.   (https://
www.ft.com/content/3bcdb634-9f7e-11e7-8cd4-
932067fbf946 ) 

The Irish Times   Brexit: May signals a partial retreat.  
The Irish Times View, 23 September 2017.  (www.
irishtimes.com/opinion/editorial/brexit-may-signals-a-
partial-retreat-1.3230857) 

Nigel Farage    The great Brexit betrayal continues.  The 
Telegraph, 22 September 2017. (http://www.telegraph.
co.uk/news/2017/09/22/great-brexit-betrayal-continues-
theresa-may-showed-florence/) 

Notre Europe Jacques Delors Institute   One Hat for 
Two Heads: A Complex Simplification Process.   Tribune, 
26 September 2017.  (www.delorsinstitute.eu/011-25838-
One-Hat-for-Two-Heads-A-Complex-Simplification-
Process.html) 

Michel Barnier    Speech to Committees of the Italian 
Parliament, 21 September 2017. (www.europa.eu/rapid/
press-release_SPEECH-17-3404_en.htm) 

HM Government   Security, law enforcement and criminal 
justice.  A Future Partnership Paper, 18 September 2017.   
(www.gov.uk/government/publications/security-law-
enforcement-and-criminal-justice-a-future-partnership-
paper) 

HM Government   Britain seeks comprehensive security 
and law enforcement partnership with EU after Brexit, 
18 September 2017.  (https://www.gov.uk/government/
news/britain-seeks-comprehensive-security-and-law-
enforcement-partnership-with-eu-after-brexit)   

Office for National Statistics Living Abroad: dynamics 
of migration between the UK and Ireland.(https://www.
ons.gov.uk/releases/livingabroaddynamicsofmigration 
betweenbritainandireland)

Herman Van Rompuy   Juncker’s single EU president 
idea ‘cannot deliver.’  Euractiv, September 2017.   (www.
euractiv.com/section/future-eu/interview) 

Guy Verhofstadt   Address to Oireachtas Joint Committees, 
Dublin, 21 September 2017.  (www.europarl.europa.eu/
ireland/en/news-press/speech-by-ep-brexit-coordinator-
guy-verhofstadt-to-joint-oireachtas-committees)

The Irish Times   Derek Scally.  Time to rethink our 

relationship with Berlin and Boston, 25 September 2017.  
(www.irishtimes.com/opinion/time-to-rethink-our-
relationship-with-berlin-and-boston-1.3232028) 

The UK in a Changing Europe    Brexit Factsheet: The 
EU Withdrawal Bill, September 2017.   (www.c:users/
documents/brexit-factsheets-10-essential-topics- 1.pdf ) 

Centre for European Reform    Edward Burke. ‘Ulster’s 
fight. Ulster’s rights?  Brexit, Northern Ireland and the 
threat to British-Irish relations.’  July 2017. (www.cer.
eu/publications/archive/policy-brief/2017/ulsters-fight-
ulsters-rights-brexit-northern-ireland-and) 

Hume Brophy   Juncker reveals vision of a brighter 
Europe and Brexit isn’t everything, Manneken, September 
2017. (www.humebrophy.com/juncker-reveals-vision-
brighter-europe-brexit-isnt-everything) 

Centre for European Reform   Sir Philip Lowe. Brexit 
and Energy: Time to make some hard choices, September 
2017.   (www.cer.eu/publications/archive/policy-
brief/2017/brexit-and-energy-time-make-some-hard-
choices) 

European Policy Centre   Fabian Zuleeg.  Reversing over 
the cliff edge?  Policy Brief, 18 September 2017. (www.
epc.eu/pub_details.php?cat_id=3&pub_id=7917) 

European Policy Centre   Fabian Zuleeg.  Theresa May’s 
Florence speech: much ado about nothing.  Commentary, 
22 September 2017. (www.epc.eu/pub_details.php?cat_
id=4&pub_id=7932) 

The Guardian    Irish border data underlines huge task 
facing Brexit negotiators, 21 September 2017.   (https://
www2.deloitte.com/ie/en/pages/globalmarkets/topics/
brexit.html?id=ie:2ps:3gl:4brexit:5awa:6tax:brexit_ppc_
general_ad2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIqvysmdzR1gIVjxD
TCh3-bALhEAAYASAAEgIdS_D_BwE) 

Financial Times    How long can Labour’s uneasy truce 
over Brexit last?  The Big Read, 21 September 2017.   
(www.ft.com/content/f0456d2a-9c93-11e7-8cd4-
932067fbf946) 

Financial Times   Boris Johnson’s naked power play on 
Brexit.  FT View, 18 September 2017.   (www.ft.com/
content/949c4778-9ba3-11e7-9a86-4d5a475ba4c5) 

Further Reading 

Daniel Hannan   What Next: How to get the best from 
Brexit.  Head of Deus Ltd.

As an independent forum, the Institute does not express any opinions of its own. The views expressed in the article are the sole 
responsibility of the author.

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/sep/22/the-guardian-view-on-may-in-florence-a-small-step-towards-reality
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/sep/22/the-guardian-view-on-may-in-florence-a-small-step-towards-reality
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/sep/22/the-guardian-view-on-may-in-florence-a-small-step-towards-reality
https://www.ft.com/content/3bcdb634-9f7e-11e7-8cd4-932067fbf946
https://www.ft.com/content/3bcdb634-9f7e-11e7-8cd4-932067fbf946
https://www.ft.com/content/3bcdb634-9f7e-11e7-8cd4-932067fbf946
http://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/editorial/brexit-may-signals-a-partial-retreat-1.3230857
http://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/editorial/brexit-may-signals-a-partial-retreat-1.3230857
http://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/editorial/brexit-may-signals-a-partial-retreat-1.3230857
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/09/22/great-brexit-betrayal-continues-theresa-may-showed-florence/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/09/22/great-brexit-betrayal-continues-theresa-may-showed-florence/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/09/22/great-brexit-betrayal-continues-theresa-may-showed-florence/
http://www.delorsinstitute.eu/011-25838-One-Hat-for-Two-Heads-A-Complex-Simplification-Process.html
http://www.delorsinstitute.eu/011-25838-One-Hat-for-Two-Heads-A-Complex-Simplification-Process.html
http://www.delorsinstitute.eu/011-25838-One-Hat-for-Two-Heads-A-Complex-Simplification-Process.html
http://www.europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-17-3404_en.htm
http://www.europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-17-3404_en.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/britain-seeks-comprehensive-security-and-law-enforcement-partnership-with-eu-after-brexit 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/britain-seeks-comprehensive-security-and-law-enforcement-partnership-with-eu-after-brexit 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/britain-seeks-comprehensive-security-and-law-enforcement-partnership-with-eu-after-brexit 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/releases/livingabroaddynamicsofmigrationbetweenbritainandireland
https://www.ons.gov.uk/releases/livingabroaddynamicsofmigrationbetweenbritainandireland
https://www.ons.gov.uk/releases/livingabroaddynamicsofmigrationbetweenbritainandireland
http://www.euractiv.com/section/future-eu/interview
http://www.euractiv.com/section/future-eu/interview
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ireland/en/news-press/speech-by-ep-brexit-coordinator-guy-verhofstadt-to-joint-oireachtas-committees
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ireland/en/news-press/speech-by-ep-brexit-coordinator-guy-verhofstadt-to-joint-oireachtas-committees
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ireland/en/news-press/speech-by-ep-brexit-coordinator-guy-verhofstadt-to-joint-oireachtas-committees
http://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/time-to-rethink-our-relationship-with-berlin-and-boston-1.3232028
http://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/time-to-rethink-our-relationship-with-berlin-and-boston-1.3232028
www.c:users/documents/brexit-factsheets-10-essential-topics- 1.pdf
www.c:users/documents/brexit-factsheets-10-essential-topics- 1.pdf
http://www.cer.eu/publications/archive/policy-brief/2017/ulsters-fight-ulsters-rights-brexit-northern-ireland-and
http://www.cer.eu/publications/archive/policy-brief/2017/ulsters-fight-ulsters-rights-brexit-northern-ireland-and
http://www.cer.eu/publications/archive/policy-brief/2017/ulsters-fight-ulsters-rights-brexit-northern-ireland-and
http://www.humebrophy.com/juncker-reveals-vision-brighter-europe-brexit-isnt-everything
http://www.humebrophy.com/juncker-reveals-vision-brighter-europe-brexit-isnt-everything
http://www.cer.eu/publications/archive/policy-brief/2017/brexit-and-energy-time-make-some-hard-choices
http://www.cer.eu/publications/archive/policy-brief/2017/brexit-and-energy-time-make-some-hard-choices
http://www.cer.eu/publications/archive/policy-brief/2017/brexit-and-energy-time-make-some-hard-choices
http://www.epc.eu/pub_details.php?cat_id=3&pub_id=7917
http://www.epc.eu/pub_details.php?cat_id=3&pub_id=7917
http://www.epc.eu/pub_details.php?cat_id=4&pub_id=7932
http://www.epc.eu/pub_details.php?cat_id=4&pub_id=7932
https://www2.deloitte.com/ie/en/pages/globalmarkets/topics/brexit.html?id=ie:2ps:3gl:4brexit:5awa:6tax:brexit_ppc_general_ad2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIqvysmdzR1gIVjxDTCh3-bALhEAAYASAAEgIdS_D_BwE
https://www2.deloitte.com/ie/en/pages/globalmarkets/topics/brexit.html?id=ie:2ps:3gl:4brexit:5awa:6tax:brexit_ppc_general_ad2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIqvysmdzR1gIVjxDTCh3-bALhEAAYASAAEgIdS_D_BwE
https://www2.deloitte.com/ie/en/pages/globalmarkets/topics/brexit.html?id=ie:2ps:3gl:4brexit:5awa:6tax:brexit_ppc_general_ad2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIqvysmdzR1gIVjxDTCh3-bALhEAAYASAAEgIdS_D_BwE
https://www2.deloitte.com/ie/en/pages/globalmarkets/topics/brexit.html?id=ie:2ps:3gl:4brexit:5awa:6tax:brexit_ppc_general_ad2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIqvysmdzR1gIVjxDTCh3-bALhEAAYASAAEgIdS_D_BwE
https://www2.deloitte.com/ie/en/pages/globalmarkets/topics/brexit.html?id=ie:2ps:3gl:4brexit:5awa:6tax:brexit_ppc_general_ad2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIqvysmdzR1gIVjxDTCh3-bALhEAAYASAAEgIdS_D_BwE
http://www.ft.com/content/f0456d2a-9c93-11e7-8cd4-932067fbf946
http://www.ft.com/content/f0456d2a-9c93-11e7-8cd4-932067fbf946
http://www.ft.com/content/949c4778-9ba3-11e7-9a86-4d5a475ba4c5
http://www.ft.com/content/949c4778-9ba3-11e7-9a86-4d5a475ba4c5

	Button 14: 
	Button 15: 
	FD Dot 39: 
	Button 16: 
	Button 17: 


