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Introduction

Brexit Brief is published by the IIEA’s UK Project Group 
and covers developments in the UK’s withdrawal from the 
European Union. The Brief seeks to provide up-to-date 
information on the progress and content of the UK-EU 
negotiations, and bring together relevant statements and 
policy positions from key players in Ireland, the UK and EU.

The Brief is part of a wider communications programme 
covering the work of the IIEA’s UK Project Group – involving 
commentaries, speeches, texts and event reports – which will 
be highlighted on the Institute’s website.  (www.iiea.com)

Section One: State of Play

European Council authorises the opening of the second phase 
of negotiations

On Friday 15 December 2017, the European Council 
authorised the opening of the second round of negotiations 
in the UK’s withdrawal from the EU, and published its 
initial guidelines for Phase Two of the talks, which will 
encompass transitional arrangements and a framework for 
the future relationship between the UK and EU. 

The European Council was acting on a formal 
recommendation made by the European Commission on 
8 December, that sufficient progress had been made in 
the first phase of the Article 50 negotiations, including 
guarantees by the UK side on avoiding a hard border on 
the island of Ireland. This progress was seen to permit the 
EU Task Force, led by Michel Barnier, to move forward 
to discussions on long-term future relationships “on the 
basis of trust and confidence.”

The terms of the agreement between the negotiators, as 
well as the subsequent negotiating guidelines for Phase 
Two, are described in the following sections.

Joint Report on Negotiations

On 8 December 2017, the European Commission 
published the Joint Report from the negotiators of the 
European Union and the United Kingdom Government 
on progress during Phase One of the negotiations under 
Article 50 on the United Kingdom’s orderly withdrawal 
from the European Union. It was issued subject to the 
caveat that nothing is agreed until everything is agreed.

The Report contains 96 articles covering the three areas 
under consideration in the first phase:

1. Protecting the rights of Union citizens in the  
 UK and UK citizens in the Union; 

2. The framework for addressing the unique  
 circumstances in Northern Ireland and; 

3. The financial settlement – and other separation  
 issues such as Euratom; cooperation in civil  
 and commercial matters; police and judicial  
 cooperation in criminal matters; ongoing Union 
  judicial procedures and administrative 

proceedings and issues relating to the functioning 
of the Union institutions, agencies and bodies.

Citizens’ Rights

Articles 6-41 deal with the complex issues related to 
Citizens’ Rights, indicating that the parties have reached 
a common understanding on a long list of specific issues. 
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These include:

•  A cut-off date of 29 March 2019 for EU citizens  
 moving to the UK to enjoy the protections  
 afforded to them by the withdrawal agreement.

• Those EU citizens who are yet to be granted  
 permanent residency, or “settled status”, in  
 the UK will have their rights protected, so they  
 can still acquire this status after withdrawal.

• New procedures will be implemented for  
 allowing EU citizens to apply for settled status  
 after Brexit (though the process remains to be  
 spelled out in full).

• Reunification rights will be extended to relatives  
 of EU citizens covered by the agreement to join  
 them in the UK in the future. These rights also  
 extend to future spouses or partners.

• EU citizens in the UK at the time of withdrawal  
 will have equal access to social security, health  
 care, education and employment.

• Recognition of qualifications for those EU  
 citizens covered by the withdrawal agreement  
 will be grandfathered into UK law.

Also agreed under this heading is the future role of the 
Court of Justice of the EU (CJEU) in enforcing the rights 
of EU citizens in the UK. The CJEU’s ultimate role will 
be slightly weaker than the EU’s initial position suggested, 
providing the EU court with a more indirect role in 
upholding EU citizens’ rights in the UK. 

Specifically, the agreement states that in areas relating 
to the “application or interpretation of [rights of EU 
citizens], UK courts shall have due regard to the decisions 
of the CJEU” post-Brexit. In addition, in cases where 
relevant EU case-law doesn’t exist, the UK’s courts will 
be able to refer questions to the CJEU for interpretation 
before giving a judgement.

Ireland and Northern Ireland

Articles 42-56 relate to Ireland and Northern Ireland, 
with both parties recognising the need to respect the 
provisions of the Good Friday Agreement regarding the 
constitutional status of Northern Ireland and the principle 
of consent. A mapping exercise shows that North-South 
cooperation relies, to a significant extent, on a common 
European Union legal and policy framework, so that 
the UKs departure from the EU gives rise to substantial 
challenges to the maintenance and development of North-
South cooperation.

The Report states “The United Kingdom remains 
committed to protecting and supporting continued 
North-South and East-West cooperation across the 
full range of political, economic, security, societal and 
agricultural contexts and frameworks of cooperation, 
including the continued operation of the North-South 
implementation bodies.” 

Article 49 deals with the issue of the border, and states 
that:

… The United Kingdom remains committed to protecting 
North-South cooperation and to its guarantee of 
avoiding a hard border. Any future arrangements must 
be compatible with these overarching requirements. The 
United Kingdom’s intention is to achieve these objectives 
through the overall EU-UK relationship. Should this 
not be possible, the United Kingdom will propose specific 
solutions to address the unique circumstances of the island 
of Ireland. In the absence of agreed solutions, the United 
Kingdom will maintain full alignment with those rules of 
the Internal Market and the Customs Union which, now 
or in the future, support North-South cooperation, the all-
island economy and the protection of the 1998 Agreement.

A key element of the Report states that there is agreement 
“that the 1998 Agreement recognises the birth right of 
all the people of Northern Ireland to choose to be Irish 
or British or both and be accepted as such. The people of 
Northern Ireland who are Irish citizens will continue to 
enjoy rights as EU citizens, including where they reside in 
Northern Ireland.” 

A commitment of significance for the future phases of 
the negotiation indicates that “given the specific nature of 
issues related to Ireland and Northern Ireland, […] Such 
work will also address issues arising from Ireland’s unique 
geographic situation, including the transit of goods 
(to and from Ireland via the United Kingdom), in line 
with the approach established by the European Council 
Guidelines of 29 April 2017.”

Financial Settlement

Articles 57-86 relate to the Financial Settlement and state 
that both parties have come to an agreement on the UK’s 
financial settlement.

There is no precise figure outlined in the joint negotiators’ 
text released last week, as only the methodology for the 
calculation was required to be agreed. However, the 
settlement has been estimated at up to €45 billion – 
significantly higher than the UK’s original offer of €20 
billion, but falling short of some of the upper estimates 

As an independent forum, the Institute does not express any opinions of its own. The views expressed in the article are the sole 
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of the bill.

As part of the agreement, the UK will be required to 
continue contributions to the EU budget up to the end of 
2020 “as if it had remained in the Union”.

A further component of the deal is a commitment that 
the UK will remain liable for its share of the Union’s 
contingent liabilities at the date of the UK’s withdrawal, 
including: financial and other arrangements for the EIB, 
the European Central Bank, the European Development 
Fund and the Facility for Refugees in Turkey, among 
others.

It is worth noting that the settlement will be largely 
comprised of payments the UK would have been obliged 
to make as part its EU membership, and it is not a one-
directional relationship: UK recipients will continue to 
benefit from payments from the EU budget until the end 
of the budget period in 2020.

It is also important that these commitments are seen in 
the context of the UK’s desire for a 2-3 year transition 
period after March 2019, one likely option for which 
would involve an extension of its current relationship 
with the EU (though any such extension would likely 
come without voting rights in the European Council).

Phase Two Negotiating Guidelines

The guidelines published by the European Council on 
15 December sketch out the sequencing and content 
of the next phase of the negotiations, and provide an 
initial outline of the EU’s vision of the UK’s transitional 
arrangements.

Sequencing and timelines

In order to provide clarity and certainty to business and 
other stakeholders, the negotiators will now begin Phase 
Two with discussion of the UK’s post-Brexit transitional 
arrangements. This will come in advance of talks on the 
framework for the future relationship.

Transition

Detailed EU negotiating guidelines for the transitional 
arrangements will be published in early January, and it 
is hoped that an agreement in principle can be reached 
early in 2018 – perhaps as soon as the European Council 
summit of 22-23 March 2018. 

However, nothing is agreed until everything is agreed, and 
the format of the transitional period can only be finalised 
as part of the overall withdrawal agreement, including 
final resolution of all the Phase One issues, and the 

framework for the future relationship. 

Framework for the future relationship

Negotiations on the latter component, the framework for 
the future relationship, are foreseen to begin after March 
2018. 

New EU negotiating guidelines will be published for 
this. In last week’s document, the EU notes the UK’s 
previously expressed intention to leave both the Single 
Market and Customs Union, and invites the UK to clarify 
its objectives for the future relationship in the coming 
months.

Finalising Phase One issues

The Phase Two guidelines also note that unresolved issues 
from Phase One will continue to be discussed in Phase 
Two, including issues relating to rights of citizens and to 
Ireland and Northern Ireland.

Notably, they also underline that negotiations in the 
second phase can only progress as long as all commitments 
undertaken during the first phase, including those on the 
Irish border, are respected in full and translated faithfully 
into legal terms as quickly as possible.

What will the transitional period look like?

The EU guidelines envisage a time-limited transitional 
period of ‘around two years’. This timeline is somewhat 
vague – and deliberately so. The negotiations over the UK’s 
final trade relationship with the EU could conceivably 
take longer than this time period.

The guidelines suggest a transitional period that would 
cover “the whole of the EU acquis” – in other words, an 
agreement that would be very similar to the status quo of 
EU membership, including continued Customs Union 
and Single Market membership, with the significant 
exception that the UK would not be represented in the 
EU institutions or agencies.

Some elements of such a deal could prove controversial 
in the UK. For example, the EU envisages that the UK 
would:

• continue to accept the oversight of the Court of  
 Justice of the European Union (CJEU); 

• continue to adhere to the EU’s four freedoms  
 (free movement of goods, capital, services and  
 people); 

• continue to accept new EU legislation, without  
 having a voice in its creation; and

As an independent forum, the Institute does not express any opinions of its own. The views expressed in the article are the sole 
responsibility of the author.

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/32236/15-euco-art50-guidelines-en.pdf


BREXIT
BR IEF BREXIT BRIEF 032 | DEC 2017

• continue payments into the EU budget (though  
 technically the UK has already agreed to the  
 budgetary contributions, as part of the financial  
 settlement agreed in Phase One). 

Nonetheless, the strictly time-limited nature of the 
transition, coupled with the fact that the UK will be 
permitted to begin negotiating free trade deals with 
non-EU countries during this transitional period, may 
be sufficient to address some of the concerns of the pro-
Brexit camp of UK politics.

What will the future relationship look like?

There is not yet any clarity on the terms of the UK’s future 
relationship. 

If the UK is indeed leaving both the Single Market and 
Customs Union, then the most likely outcome of an 
agreed future relationship is arguably a Canada-style free 
trade agreement, perhaps coupled with some new EU-UK 
customs agreement. However, the details may not begin 
to crystallise until March of 2018 or later.

The December EU guidelines sketch some broad 
parameters, however, including that the deal must:

•  ensure a balance of rights and obligations;

•  preserve a level playing field;

•  avoid upsetting existing relations with other  
 third countries; and

•  preserve the integrity and proper functioning of  
 the Single Market.

In addition to the above, the European Council guidelines 
also note the EU’s willingness to establish partnerships in 
areas unrelated to trade and economic cooperation, in 
particular the fight against terrorism and international 
crime, as well as security, defence and foreign policy.

Section Two: The Evolving Debate

Prime Minister May in the House of Commons

Prime Minister May reported to the House of Commons 
on 11 December 2017 on the Brexit negotiations, 
welcoming the publication of the Joint Report on progress 
during the first phase.

On the Northern Ireland issue, the Prime Minister 
stated that the UK’s “intention is to deliver against 
these commitments through the new deep and special 
partnership that we will build with the European Union.” 
Failing this, the UK would seek specific solutions to 

address the unique circumstances of the island of Ireland.  

The Prime Minister concluded by reiterating her party’s 
commitment to Brexit “in a smooth and orderly way, 
securing a new deep and special partnership with our 
friends while taking back control of our borders, money 
and laws once again.  That is my mission. That is this 
Government’s mission. On Friday we took a big step 
towards achieving it.”

Statement by Taoiseach Leo Varadkar

The Taoiseach responded to the developments in Brussels 
in a statement at the Government Press Centre in which 
he said that: “We have achieved all we set out to achieve in 
Phase One of these negotiations. We have the assurances 
and guarantees we need from the United Kingdom and 
support for them from the European Union […] Now, 
we can move on to work out the detail of what has been 
agreed and to talk about transition phase, free trade and 
the new relationship between the EU and the UK.”

The Taoiseach indicated the achievements contained in 
the EU-UK agreement:

• The Good Friday Agreement in all its parts is  
 protected;

• Everyone born in Northern Ireland will continue  
 to have the right to Irish and therefore EU 
 citizenship;

• The Common Travel Area will continue allowing  
 free travel between Britain and Ireland;

• British and Irish citizens will continue to  
 have the freedom to live, work, study, access  
 housing, healthcare, pensions and welfare in  
 each other’s countries as though we are citizens  
 of both;

• The United Kingdom has committed to avoiding  
 a hard border as an ‘over-arching requirement’  
 with which ‘any future arrangements must be  
 compatible’. There will be no physical  
 infrastructure or related checks or control.

On the last point the Taoiseach noted the available 
options: “Three options have been set out as how this 
can be achieved. Our preferred option is a deep and 
comprehensive agreement between the EU and the UK 
in its entirety which will allow us to trade as we do now. 
However, that might not be possible. So there is a backstop 
arrangement in which Northern Ireland and perhaps all of 
the United Kingdom will maintain full alignment with 
rules of the Internal Market and Customs Union which 
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are relevant to the avoidance of a border, north-south co-
operation and the all-island economy.” He also indicated 
that there will continue to be a distinct strand on Ireland 
in phase two of the negotiations.

The Taoiseach concluded by thanking the opposition 
leaders and their parties for the very practical support 
they had offered, including their contacts with their sister 
parties across Europe. He recognised the contributions 
of the EU negotiators, led by Michel Barnier, as well as 
President Juncker, President Tusk, and my fellow Heads 
of State and Government. 

UK Cabinet to Discuss Future Plans

With the Brussels agreement in place, the British 
cabinet is set to commence a crucial discussion on long-
term European relations that is likely to reveal serious 
divergences in views and aspirations. The Chancellor, 
Philip Hammond, had told the House of Commons 
Treasury Committee before the first Brussels meeting on 
concluding the first phase that “we are not yet at that stage 
and it would have been premature to have that discussion 
before we reach that stage.”

Cabinet discussion will now commence on 19 December 
with media speculation on likely clashes between Ministers, 
such as Environment Secretary Michael Gove and Foreign 
Secretary Boris Johnson, firmly committed to a hard 
line and those, like the Chancellor and Home Secretary 
Amber Rudd, who are seeking a closer alignment with the 
EU. In what the Daily Express calls ‘showdown Cabinet 
talks’ it is reported that the pro-Leave group will demand 
a ‘bespoke’ deal in which Britain can make its own laws 
and do away with existing ones without EU agreement. 
The Brexit Secretary, David Davis, has stated that the UK 
can negotiate such a deal – more wide-ranging than the 
EU agreement with Canada – within eight months. “It’s 
not that complicated. We want an over-arching free trade 
deal which has no tariffs. Negotiating every tariff is what 
takes a long time.”

The Observer comments, in its Editorial of 10 December 
2017, that “the UK will face a clear trade-off between 
sovereignty and economic access. We can become a rule-
taker, like Norway, to maintain full and free access to the 
single market. Or we can pay the economic price for full 
control over our own borders: a limited, Canada–style 
free trade agreement that would be very unlikely to cover 
services.”

Prime Minister’s Commitment to Northern Ireland

Prime Minister May issued an open letter to the 

people of Northern Ireland in which she set out six key 
commitments to Northern Ireland “that have guided me 
in the negotiations with the EU.” The central commitment 
was to uphold Northern Ireland’s status as an integral part 
of the United Kingdom, consistent with the principle of 
consent.” She insisted that there will be “no hard border 
between Northern Ireland and Ireland, we will maintain 
the Common Travel Area throughout these islands” and 
that “we will uphold the commitments and safeguards set 
out in the Belfast Agreement regarding North-South Co-
operation.”

Michael Gove on Potential for a Rethink

The UK Environment Secretary, Michael Gove, wrote a 
significant article in the Daily Telegraph on 9 December 
2017 in which he argued that voters would be able to 
force changes to an EU withdrawal deal at the next 
election if they do not like it. “The British people will be 
in control. If the British people dislike the agreement that 
we have negotiated with the EU, the agreement will allow 
a future government to diverge.” He went on to point out 
that after the transition period the UK would have “full 
freedom to diverge from EU law on the single market and 
customs union.”

David Davis on ‘Statement of Intent’

The Brexit Secretary, David Davis, commented on BBC 
television, that the agreement struck by the Prime Minister 
is “a statement of intent” and “not legally enforceable.” A 
Telegraph story claimed that Downing Street aides had 
stated that the commitment to ‘full alignment’ between 
the UK and the EU ‘doesn’t mean anything in EU law.’

A spokesman for the Taoiseach responded that both 
Ireland and the EU will hold the UK to the agreement 
reached in Brussels. He quoted the terms of article 46 
of the Joint Report that states, “the commitments and 
principles outlined in this joint report are made and must 
be upheld in all circumstances irrespective of the nature of 
any future agreement…”

Earlier, David Davis had informed the House of 
Commons that the Government had not carried out any 
impact assessment of leaving the EU on the UK economy, 
arguing that such assessment would be ‘near zero’ because 
of the scale of change Brexit is likely to cause.

UK Media Response to Phase One Agreement

A Financial Times review indicated the response of the 
UK media to the Brussels agreement, highlighting the 
Daily Mail headline –‘Rejoice’ and the Daily Mirror’s 
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‘Mrs Softee’. The FT was positive but warned of potential 
problems over trade talks while the Daily Mirror saw 
the agreement as a win for a soft Brexit, with the Prime 
Minister abandoning her redlines to get the deal. The 
Daily Mail was delighted with the agreement and the 
Times claimed that the Prime Minister had strengthened 
her position. The Telegraph highlighted the cost of the 
Brexit divorce bill and the continued oversight role for 
the European Court of Justice with the Guardian writing 
that the battle for Brexit was just beginning, with many 
challenges ahead. The Daily Express squeezed in a welcome 
for the deal alongside the weather news and the Sun found 
room for a welcome while leading on an EastEnders 
scandal. The Daily Star had little to say about the deal.

Two Parliamentary Reports

The House of Commons Exiting the European Union 
Committee has published its Second Report of the 2017-
19 Session – ‘The progress of the UK’s negotiations on 
EU withdrawal – which reviewed progress on the three 
elements of the first phase and discussed the proposed 
implementation or transition period and the possible 
agreement on future relations between the UK and EU. 
The Report’s Conclusions include the comment that “until 
now, the Government’s statements on the nature of the 
UK’s future relationship with the EU have been couched 
in general terms such a ‘comprehensive and ambitious’ or 
‘deep and special’. The Government should now provide 
to Parliament much more specific proposals as to what 
these words will mean in practice.” And, the Report 
argues that, while the Prime Minister has previously 
stated that ‘no deal is better than a bad deal’, “it is difficult 
to imagine any possible deal, consistent with WTO and 
other international treaties, that would be more damaging 
to the UK’s interests than leaving the EU with no deal 
whatsoever in place.”

The House of Lords European Union Committee has 
issued its Seventh Report of the 2017-19 Session – ‘Brexit: 
deal or no deal’ – which explored the consequences of 
‘no deal’ – the failure of the UK and the EU to reach 
agreement on either withdrawal or future relations. It 
concludes, “The overwhelming view of witnesses was 
that ‘no deal’ would be deeply damaging for the UK. It 
would not just be economically disruptive, but would 
bring UK-EU cooperation on issues such as counter-
terrorism, nuclear safeguards, data exchange and aviation 
to a sudden halt. It would necessitate the imposition of 
controls on the Irish land border and would leave open 
the critical question of citizens’ rights.” It further argues 
that “Against this backdrop, the Government’s assertion 

that ‘no deal is better than a bad deal’ is not helpful. It 
is difficult to envisage a worse outcome for the United 
Kingdom.”

Sectoral Reponses to Developments

The Irish Congress of Trade Unions and the Trade Union 
Congress, in a joint letter, said that they were seriously 
concerned about the potential impact on workers of the 
UK leaving the EU. They pointed out that “our unions 
will have members both in and out of the EU often 
working for the same employer. They must continue to 
have equal guarantees to their basic rights at work.”

The British Irish Chamber of Commerce launched 
a policy paper – How to Make Brexit Work For All – 
setting out Big Principles for a Strong Brexit Partnership. 
The central proposal is for the UK and EU to form a new 
‘Customs Arrangement’ that would eliminate the need for 
a border on the island of Ireland and address concerns 
about border and customs checks at UK ports 
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European Council appoints Didier Seeuws as head of Brexit Taskforce

Bratislava Summit of 27

Michel Barnier starts role as Head of EU Commission Brexit Task Force  

Theresa May outlines the objectives and principles for the UK’s withdrawal

24th June 2016

9th September 2016

16th September 2016

6th December 2016

17th January 2017

26th June 2016

David Cameron signals his intention to resign as UK Prime Minister

1st October 2016

24th January 2017 UK Supreme Court Ruling on Article 50

European Parliament names Guy Verhofstadt as the European Parliament’s Brexit negotiator

Michel Barnier holds first press briefing on Brexit, notes Northern Irish issues

23rd June 2016 The UK votes to leave the EU

Theresa May becomes the new Prime Minister of the UK13th July 2016

2016 - 2017Timeline

Northern Ireland Assembly elections. No new executive formed.2nd March 2017

UK Houses of Parliament pass the Article 50 Bill without amendment

9th-10th March 2017

13th March 2017

Re-election of Donald Tusk as European Council President

European Parliament adopts resolution on the UK’s withdrawal from the EU

29th March 2017

5th April 2017

UK invokes Article 50

60th Anniversary of the Treaty of Rome25th March 2017

19th April 2017 Theresa May calls for snap General Election on 8th June 2017

European Council adopts its guidelines for the Brexit negotiations29th April 2017

7th May 2017 Emmanuel Macron defeats Marine Le Pen to become President of France 

The General Affairs Council of the EU authorises the opening of negotiations with the UK22nd May 2017

29th May 2017 European Commission releases draft position papers on Article 50

8th June 2017 UK General Election results in a hung Parliament. Minority Conservative government formed with support 
from the DUP



European Council Summit

Estonian Presidency of the Council of the EU begins

German Federal Elections. Chancellor Merkel elected to fourth term.

European Council Summit

European Council authorises opening of Phase Two

22nd-23rd June 2017 

1st July 2017

24th September 2017

19th-20th October 2017

14th-15th December 2017

1st January 2018 Bulgarian Presidency of the Council of the EU begins

Timeframe for preliminary agreement on transitional arrangements22nd-23rd March 2018

European Council Summit28th-29th June 2018 

Austrian Presidency of the Council of the EU begins1st July 2018

Austrian Parliamentary Elections. Sebastian Kurtz ÖUP wins the largest share of vote15th October 2017 

European Council Summit

European Council Summit

Romanian Presidency of the Council of the EU begins

Deadline for UK withdrawal

European Parliament Elections

October 2018

December 2018

1st January 2019 

29th March 2019

May 2019

2017 - 2019Timeline

You are here!

Negotiations between the UK and EU begin

18th June 2017 President Macron’s Party wins largest share of vote in French Legislative Elections

19th June 2017

Round two of UK-EU negotiations17th-20th July 2017

Round three of UK-EU negotiations28th - 31st August 2017

1st-4th October 2017 Conservative Party Conference 

Round four of EU-UK negotiations25th-28th September 2017

Round five of EU-UK negotiations9th-12th October 2017

22nd September 2017 Theresa May’s Florence speech 

Round Six of EU-UK Negotiations9th-10th November 2017

Coalition negotiations in Germany collapse19th November 2017

EU and UK make ‘sufficient progress’ on Phase One issues8th December 2017

Expected timeframe for talks on Future Relationship to begin (TBC)March 2018
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Section Four: Background Material and Further 
Reading

Background Material

Prime Minister Theresa May   Brexit Negotiations.  
Statement to House of Commons, 11 December 
2017.  (https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-
statement-on-eu-negotiations-11-december-2017 ) 

President Donald Tusk    Statement on the draft 
guidelines for the second phase of the Brexit negotiations, 
8 December 2017. (www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/
press-releases/2017/12/08/statement-by-president-
donald-tusk-on-second-phase-brexit) 

European Commission   Communication to the 
European Council on the state of progress of the 
negotiations with the United Kingdom under Article 50 
of the Treaty on European Union, 8 December 2017.   
(https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/
files/1_en_act_communication.pdf )   

EU Task Force   Joint report from the negotiators of the 
European Union and the United Kingdom Government 
on progress during phase 1 of negotiations under Article 
50 TEU on the United Kingdom’s orderly withdrawal 
from the European Union, 8 December 2017. (www.
ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/joint_
report.pdf ) 

European Commission    Brexit: European Commission 
recommends sufficient progress to the European Council 
(Article50), 8 December 2017.   (www.europa.eu/rapid/
press-release_IP-17-5173_en.htm) 

European Commission    Remarks by President 
Juncker at the joint press conference with Theresa 
May, Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, 8 
December 2017.  (http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_
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