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In 2017, the IIEA and Irish Aid continued the 
joint series of development focused events, enti-
tled “Development Matters”. The goal of these 
events is to bring critical issues in development 
to the attention of a wider audience in Ireland 
and to bring leading international policy figures 
to Dublin. The Development Matters series there-
fore provides a unique opportunity for Irish stake-
holders to engage with global leaders in the devel-
opment field and to communicate the priorities in 
development to the wider public. 

2017 Theme

The primary purpose of the Development Matters 

series in 2017 was to make a tangible contribu-

tion to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda 

by providing a forum to engage stakeholders in 

a critical discussion of the international develop-

ment agenda. The main theme of the 2017 De-

velopment Matters Series was the implementation 

of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

The implementation of the SDGs and its national 

and global dimensions were reviewed at the UN 

High-Level Political Forum in June 2017. As the 

vision of Irish Aid continues to focus on empow-

ering people to overcome poverty and hunger, the 

2017 series reflect this vision by focusing on two 

core areas:

Health, relating to: 

SDG 2: 

SDG 3: 

SDG 6: 

Poverty Reduction, relating to:

SDG 1: 

SDG 5: 

SDG 8: 

SDG 10: 

 

Financial Arrangement for the 2017  

Development Matters Series

In 2017, the IIEA agreed with Irish Aid to host 

eight lectures at the flat rate of €5,000 per lecture 

with one additional event which was a spill over 

event from 2016. All nine events were completed 

and the overall funding for the 2017 series was 

€40,000. 

DEVELOPMENT 

 MATTERS 
Series 2017

Zero Hunger

Good Health and Well-being

Clean Water and Sanitation

No Poverty

Gender Equality

Decent Work and Economic Growth 

Reduced Inequalities



As the world faces an increasingly complex series of 
interlocking crises, the 2030 Sustainable Develop-
ment Agenda is a call to action for countries to re-
think their commitment to international develop-
ment. In this context, Minster McHugh outlined 
Ireland’s perspective on meeting the challenges to 
international development.

      See the event online:

http://www.iiea.com/events/international-develop-

ment-meeting-the-challenges-with-resolve---irelands-per-

spective

Joe McHugh T.D.  
Minister of State for the Diaspora and International Development

International Development: Meeting the Challenges 
with Resolve - Ireland’s Perspective

29 Mar 2017
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The negotiations on the UN Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs) for the Post-2015 Devel-
opment Agenda, which were facilitated by Ireland 
and Kenya, committed the international commu-
nity to an expanded vision of poverty reduction 
and an increased focus on sustainable development 
- one that vigorously places human development 
at the centre of social and economic progress in all 
countries. In past decades, there have been signifi-
cant gains in human development in almost every 
country, but millions of people have not benefitted 
from this progress. In his keynote address to the 
IIEA, Dr Selim Jahan, Director of the UNDP De-

velopment Report Office, presented the highlights 
of the 2016 Human Development Report. In par-
ticular, he discussed barriers to development and 
how societies can advance human development for 
everyone in the context of the 2030 Development 
Agenda.

      See the event online:

https://www.iiea.com/security-and-justice/human-develop-

ment-for-everyone/

Dr Selim Jahan 
Director of the UNDP’s Human Development Report Office

Human Development 
for Everyone

5 Apr 20172

https://www.iiea.com/security-and-justice/human-development-for-everyone/
https://www.iiea.com/security-and-justice/human-development-for-everyone/


According to Assistant High Commissioner Türk, 
there are more than 16.5 million refugees in the 
world today and policymakers continue to rely 
upon the 1951 Refugee Convention as a tried and 
tested guide in their responses to refugees. This 
requires both the commitment of States and the 
support of civil society. With the adoption of the 
New York Declaration, States recognised that dis-
placement is a reality in the modern world that 
needs to be addressed in a more comprehensive, 
equitable and thoughtful manner. The New York 
Declaration represents a sea change in the interna-
tional approach to refugee situations and opens up 

possibilities for strengthened engagement with a 
broad range of public and private actors to ensure 
a more timely and predictable support for refugees 
and the communities that host them.

      See the event online:

http://www.iiea.com/events/global-protection-challeng-

es-what-does-the-refugee-experience-teach-us

Volker Türk   
Assistant High Commissioner for Protection Office of the United Nations High  

Global Protection Challenges: What Does The Refugee 
Experience Teach Us?

6 June 2017

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
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The recognition of the transformative power of 
urbanisation as an engine for sustainable develop-
ment is a historical paradigm shift initiated by the 
UN Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development. 
Dr Clos argued that cities provide a unique oppor-
tunity to effectively address many of our problems 
today: social inequality, economic development, 
climate change and resilience to natural and man-
made disasters. At this critical junction in our 
global history, innovative solutions are required 
to meet the most pressing challenges faced by our 
cities. The New Urban Agenda is an action-orient-
ed plan which sets global standards for sustainable 

urban development, rethinking the way we build, 
manage, and live in cities, contributing to prosper-
ity, employment and development.

      See the event online:

http://www.iiea.com/events/urbanisation-a-tool-for-devel-

opment

Dr Joan Clos 
UN Under-Secretary General and Executive Director of UN-Habitat

Urbanisation: 
A Tool for Development

5 July 2017
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Deputy Director Caroline Petit introduced the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which 
was adopted in New York in 2015 through a par-
ticipative process with 193 UN Member States 
and the wider international community. Deputy 
Director Petit discussed the important role played 
by the UN Regional Information Centre (UN-
RIC) and the challenge it faces in raising visibility 
and awareness on the significance of these goals. 
Deputy Director Petit argued that human driven 
success stories are essential to convey the impor-
tance of the SDGs and that effective communi-
cation can play a vital role in sustaining the mo-

mentum on Agenda 2030. The UNRIC website 
provides an extensive range of information on the 
SDGs and the awareness raising campaigns which 
they organise across Europe.

      See the event online:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3fvXGZD6jH4

Caroline Petit 
Deputy Director of the UN Regional Information Centre (UNRIC)

Engaging Everyone on the SDGs: Ensuring a Better 
Future for All

8 Sept 2017
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Dr Mike Ryan discussed the role of the World 
Health Organisation’s Health Emergencies Pro-
gramme and how it reacts to crises around the 
world. Dr Ryan drew on his extensive experience 
in humanitarian crises such as the Polio outbreak 
in the Middle East and the Ebola virus in West Af-
rica and discussed the policies and reactions which 
are best suited to containing these health emer-
gencies. Dr Ryan spoke of the need for access to 
funding which is crucial in providing the WHO’s 
health emergency programme, which attempts to 
control and prevent health related disasters.

      See the event online:

https://www.iiea.com/security-and-justice/world-health-or-

ganisation-addressing-health-emergencies-around-globe-2/

Dr Mike Ryan 
Deputy Executive Director in the WHO Health Emergencies Programme

The World Health Organisation – Addressing Health 
Emergencies Around the Globe

2 Nov 20176
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Assistant Secretary-General Gilmour argued that 
the human rights agenda is increasingly placed in 
the context of the sovereignty/security argument. 
He analysed the growing backlash against human 
rights in many parts of the world, which is not 
just a curtailment of certain individual rights and 
liberties, but in some places an assault on the very 
notion of human rights as a positive goal. Among 
the primary victims of this backlash are civil soci-
ety organisations that stand up for human rights. 
Assistant Secretary-General Gilmour discussed 
what the United Nations and Europe can do to 
advance the rights agenda that is currently under 

such threat.

      See the event online:

https://www.iiea.com/climate-and-sustainability/confront-

ing-backlash-human-rights/

Andrew Gilmour  
Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights

Confronting the Backlash Against 
Human Rights

24 Nov 2017
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In his address to the IIEA, Commissioner Krähen-
bühl discussed the situation of Palestine refugees 
and the contribution UNRWA has made to pro-
moting stability in the region. He said that the tra-
ditional strategies adopted have been military and 
humanitarian but the focus should be on conflict 
prevention and resolution, not on conflict man-
agement. Commissioner Krähenbühl argued that 
the absence of a political solution has cast a shad-
ow over many lives and that these lives should be 
defined by opportunity rather than despair. The 
Commissioner further argued that in a world af-
fected by many other armed conflict and crises, it 

is important that the international community re-
member the issue of Palestine refugees. He stated 
that the fundamental aspiration is self-determina-
tion and this requires a transformative approach.

      See the event online:

https://www.iiea.com/climate-and-sustainability/hu-

man-cost-conflict-search-dignity-rights-palestine-refugees/

Pierre Krähenbühl
Commissioner General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for  

The Human Cost of Conflict: The Search for Dignity and 
Rights of Palestine Refugees

30 Nov 2017

Palestine Refugees (UNRWA)
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In this lecture, DAC Chair Charlotte Petri Gorni-
tzka discussed how the current development land-
scape is changing rapidly with new development 
actors, complex political environments, shifting 
dynamics and misconceptions about development 
co-operation. She analysed how the global devel-
opment consensus based on The 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, including the Addis 
Ababa Action Agenda has served as a game changer 
demanding increased partnership, whole-of-gov-
ernment approaches, increased financial flows and 
an increased focus on leaving no-one behind. The 
DAC Chair discussed the reform of the DAC and 

its role within the global development co-opera-
tion architecture.

      See the event online:

https://www.iiea.com/climate-and-sustainability/ensur-

ing-development-co-operation-fit-deliver-2030-agenda/

Charlotte Petri Gornitzka   
Chair of the OECD’s Development Assistance Committee

Ensuring Development Co-Operation is Fit to Deliver on 
the 2030 Agenda

4 Dec 2017
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