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The Institute of Interna-
tional and European Af-
fairs (IIEA) was estab-
lished in 1991, after an 
era of political turmoil, 

as it was recognised that there was 
a great need for an independent 
space where political issues could 
be debated. 

According to IIEA chairperson 
Ruairí Quinn, “The establishment 
of the IIEA came at a time when 
Irish citizens were being asked to 
vote on the Maastricht Treaty. The 
IIEA sought to ensure that the de-
bate that was taking place was an 
informed one.”

In the era of so-called fake news, 
Quinn said, informing debate re-
mains “more important than ever”.

The IIEA is Ireland’s leading 
think tank working on both glob-
al and European issues. The aim 
of the independent, not-for-profit 
organisation is to share ideas and 
shape policy by providing a forum 
for those with an interest in this 
area, to anticipate emerging trends 
in policymaking and to consider 
their impact on Ireland. 

Through extensive research and 
events programmes over the past 
27 years, the IIEA has provided its 
members with policy insights, anal-
ysis and context to help shape vital 
decisions about Ireland’s strategic 
direction, policies and future. 

“Its role is to identify key Euro-
pean and international trends and 
priorities, which will inform the 
work of Ireland’s thought leaders, 
decision-makers and business 
leaders – and also to enrich the 
public debate on our role within 
the EU and on the global stage,” said 
director general Barry Andrews.

“The IIEA’s unique convening 
power places the institute at the 
centre of thought leadership in Ire-
land. We bring together an exten-
sive network of key players to share 
knowledge and insight from varied 
points of view. Our reputation for 
independence and public policy 
expertise attracts the highest-lev-
el speakers, decision-makers and 
thought leaders at national, EU and 
global level.”

With over 100 speaker events per 
year, the institute’s complementary 
research and event programmes 
equip members with a comprehen-
sive understanding of the debates 
that will define national, EU and 
international policy.

“There have been three or four 
referendums since the IIEA was es-
tablished in 1991 and all have been 
discussed within the institute, but 
we as a body have not and will not 
campaign in any way,” said Quinn. 

“It is very important to share 
ideas, ideals and values with our 
European counterparts. There are 
currently 28 members in the EU, 
including the UK, and many oth-
ers looking to join, which makes it 
unique, as it is the only international 
coalition of which other countries 
are still seeking to become a part.”

According to Andrews, Ireland’s 
strategic agenda for the next three 
years is complex. “Navigating the 
UK’s withdrawal from the Europe-
an Union, and examining Ireland’s 
position within the EU of 27, will 
demand reflection and analysis.

“In an EU of 27 member states, 
Ireland will encounter both new 
challenges and new opportunities. 
To contribute to meeting these chal-
lenges, in 2017 the IIEA, with the 

support of the Department of For-
eign Affairs and Trade, commenced 
a new programme of research, pub-
lications, events and public engage-
ment,” he said.

“This project will focus on un-
derstanding the policy challenges 
for Ireland in the EU, while taking 
account of developments across the 
EU27 member states and within the 
EU institutions.”

It is often stated that Britain’s de-
parture will require urgent alliance 
building for Ireland given the close 
alignment of the Irish and British 
governments on many issues over 
the last two decades and Andrews 
said the IIEA will endeavour to con-
tribute to that process.

“Without a natural hinterland in 
the EU, clear steps are already being 
taken by the Irish government to 
further develop working relation-
ships with informal groupings of 
member states,” he said. “In our 
work in the institute, we try to pro-
vide a window into the thinking 
in these member states on various 
themes; in particular the reform of 
the Economic and Monetary Union 
and the Multi-annual Financial 
Framework. 

“However, having said that, the 
European Union’s success depends 
on being able to ensure that holding 
values in common is not incom-
patible with strong national and 
regional identities and culture.”

As the uncertainty continues 
in the lead up to Britain leaving 
the EU, Ruairí Quinn also said the 
IIEA is doing its utmost to make 
our European counterparts aware 
of Ireland’s history and concerns 
for the future. 

“A minimum of 20 countries will 

have to agree in order for the final 
Brexit deal to be agreed and it’s im-
portant that people are aware of 
what Ireland’s concerns are.This is 
why we are making greater efforts 
to strengthen our relationships with 
other countries so they can under-
stand how Brexit will affect us.

“Ireland has had a very unique 
relationship with the UK over the 

years and we have slowly estab-
lished our independence. Many 
don’t have any knowledge of this 
history and it is our job to help them 
to understand what our concerns 
are – in order for us to have allies 
when the final package is being de-
cided. So we have linked up with 
other small countries, including 
some of the Baltic states, as we 

have a common set of concerns 
which are different to the bigger 
countries,” he said.

 “Just as the European Union is 
evolving, so too is the IIEA and we 
hope to continue to cooperate and 
share ideas with the most important 
think tanks on the continent for a 
long time to come.”
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E
v e r y b o d y 
knows it’s 
good to talk – 
so with Brexit 
and all its 
implications 
looming on 
the horizon, 

there is still a lot of discussion 
to be had on how it will affect 
Ireland, both North and South. 

As we reach the 20th an-
niversary of the Good Friday 
Agreement, which came 
about after lengthy talks be-
tween the British and Irish 
governments, various politi-
cal parties in Northern Ireland 
and independent internation-
al advisers, it is indeed timely 
that the the Institute of Inter-
national and European Affairs 
(IIEA) has announced a major 
conference: Brexit, Ireland 
and the Future of Europe, to 
take place on Monday April 23.

The Belfast Agreement, 
which was signed on April 
10, 1998, stabilised relations 
between nationalist and 
unionist communities in the 
North which, according to 
Dáithí Ó Ceallaigh, chair of 
the IIEA’s UK working group 
and former Irish ambassador 
to Britain (2001-2007), makes 
the timing of the upcoming 
conference very fitting.

“The Good Friday Agree-
ment delivered peace to 
Northern Ireland and it has re-
mained that way for 20 years,” 
he said. “It was a framework 
agreement which took a long 
time before all parties partici-
pated fully, but nearly a whole 
generation have enjoyed peace 
in Ulster for two decades – 
until 14 months ago when this 
was disrupted with the col-
lapse of the Northern Ireland 
Executive and then, the formal 
commencement of the Brexit 

negotiations.
“It is vital that the future of 

Northern Ireland is now dis-
cussed, as both communities 
would like to see peace con-
tinue. But there are cross-par-
ty difficulties; the Northern 
Irish government has been 
in abeyance for almost a 
year and a half. There is no 
devolved Executive to engage 
with London and it is only the 
DUP, which doesn’t represent 
the whole of Northern Ireland, 
which is engaged full time 
with the British government.

“We in the IIEA hope that 
at the conference on April 
23 we can discuss issues of 
importance for the future of 
the region, which has been 
at peace for 20 years.”

The half-day conference 
will take place from 8.45am 
to 1.30pm at the Round Room, 
adjacent to the Mansion House 
in Dawson Street, Dublin 2. 

Co-hosted with McCann 
FitzGerald and supported by 
Deloitte, it will feature a con-
versation with former taoisigh 
John Bruton, Bertie Ahern and 
Brian Cowen, chaired by Oliv-
ia O’Leary, on the topic of the 
Northern Ireland peace settle-
ment and the role it has played 
in the Brexit negotiations. 

A second panel of Europe-
an Union experts, including 
José Manuel Barroso, former 
European Commission Pres-
ident; Rt Hon Dominic Grieve 
QC MP, former UK Attorney 
General; and Catherine Day, 
former Secretary General of 
the European Commission 
(2005-2015), will discuss the 
future of the EU without the 
United Kingdom. 

“When the Good Friday 
Agreement was signed, it 
created a framework within 
which both Irish and British 
governments worked together 
as equal members of the EU – 

so there was a whole range of 
communalities brought about 
by joint membership which 
made the process easier,” 
said Ó Ceallaigh. “But now, by 
moving in different directions, 
the process of coming to joint 
agreements between the two 
governments becomes more 
difficult. 

“Over the past 20 years, 
the EU has been very help-
ful to Northern Ireland and 
the fact that Brexit has now 
emphasised division between 
the two communities is very 
unsettling and makes the fu-
ture unpredictable. 

“I don’t think we will return 
to the way things were 25 or 30 
years ago, but it is very wor-
rying as there are extremes on 
both sides. There are serious 
questions to ask and we hope 
people from all sectors will 
benefit from the discussion 
at the conference as it affects 
us all.” 

Catherine Day, who will 
feature in the second panel 
of the conference, said in a 
recent speech to the Royal 

Irish Academy that the EU 
post Brexit will include Ire-
land developing a greater un-
derstanding of how Europe 
works.

“For most of the other 26 
member states the top pri-
ority is the future of the EU 
and Brexit comes a long way 
behind. Ireland will be pro-
foundly affected by both and, 
in my opinion, should be an 
active player in shaping both 
developments.

“In the brave new 
post-Brexit world we will have 
to work very differently,” she 
said. “We will need to invest 
much earlier in thinking about 
what we want the EU to do 
(and not to do) and in devel-
oping policy positions that we 
can explain and advocate to 
other member states.” 

Ó Ceallaigh agrees and said 
the continuation of a strong 
relationship with both Eu-
rope and Britain is crucial for 
Ireland.

“Brexit is one of the biggest 
issues to face Ireland in a very 
long time,” he said. “It is as big 

as us joining the EEC in 1973 
– a move which made us a vi-
able country in so many ways, 
making it easier for us to trade 
with the UK and within the EU 
and psychologically helping 
us as a people to practise our 
independence and to lose that 

hangdog look many of us had 
50 years ago.”

Catherine Day said that los-
ing our closest neighbour, both 
geographically and otherwise, 
will take some getting used to. 

“The departure of the UK 
will be a loss – mostly for its 
citizens, but also for the EU, 
as we will miss their exper-
tise and pragmatism in future 
debates.

“Many of the forces shap-
ing the new EU are already 
clear. And they go well beyond 
Brexit: enlargement, the fi-
nancial and economic crisis, 
eurozone governance, the 
need to address income and 
social inequality, the migra-
tion crisis as well as populism 
and anti-EU nationalism. 

“In all of this, Ireland will 
have to work harder to have 
its voice heard – and to work 
out what we want to give voice 
to. Most other smaller member 
states will be taking stock and 
coming to similar conclusions, 
so there will be plenty of op-
portunities for new alliances 
and new ways of working.” 

Day said.
Ó Ceallaigh said the rela-

tionship between Dublin and 
London had been very good 
for the past two decades. 

“No one wants that to 
change – whether they are in 
Ireland, Britain or Northern 
Ireland. There is a lot of work 
to be done, as the Draft With-
drawal Agreement outlines,” 
he said. “This is the process 
of negotiation and ultimately 
nothing will be agreed until 
everything is. 

“The negotiations are 
hugely complex. There is a 
very great deal involved, but 
I believe an agreement can be 
reached eventually.

“Ireland never wanted to 
have to choose between Brus-
sels and London. The British 
decision to leave is a very 
difficult one for us. There is a 
huge amount to discuss and 
debate and the object of the 
conference is hopefully to get 
to the heart of these issues and 
get people talking.” 
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A major conference, to 
be held by the Institute of 
International and European 
Affairs, will explore Ireland’s 
future in Europe after 
Britain’s departure
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