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Section One: State of Play

Major UK Policy Initiative

In recent months the UK Government has been seriously 
divided and consequently unable to reach a decision on 
the critical issue of the post-Brexit customs arrangements. 
The issue has implications not only for British business 
but, more urgently, for the avoidance of a hard border in 
Ireland. Debate on the two options put forward in UK 
position papers – the so-called ‘customs partnership’ under 
which the UK would collect tariffs for the EU and the 
‘max-fac’ solution based on as yet unproven technological 
tracking of cross-border trade – had stalled. The Foreign 
Secretary, Boris Johnson, described the first idea as ‘crazy’ 
while the ‘tech’ route risked failing to resolve the Irish 
border issue. And it had become clear that neither option 
was considered workable by the EU task force. The Prime 
Minister then split her Brexit cabinet sub-committee 
into two groups instructed to work on the problems 

associated with the two options and to produce workable 
and ‘saleable’ solutions. One group, including the Brexit 
Secretary, David Davis, visited the border region of 
Northern Ireland for discussions with local interests.

As the two groups began work, with little prospect of 
progress or agreement, and with the June European 
Council looming on the horizon, it emerged that 
consideration was being given to a ‘third option’ based 
on a particular reading of the crucial paragraph 49 of 
the December 2017 Joint Report which stated that, in 
the absence of any other way of avoiding a hard border, 
the UK would “maintain full alignment of those rules of 
the internal market and  Customs Union which support 
north-south cooperation, the all-island economy and the 
Good Friday Agreement.” 

While initial interpretation of paragraph 49 saw it relating 
specifically to the territory of Northern Ireland, the new 
option would see the whole of the United Kingdom remain 
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in the EU  Customs Union for an unspecified period after 
the post-Brexit transition arrangement ends in 2021. The 
whole of the UK would be covered by the EU external 
tariff thereby doing away with any requirement for a 
border either between Ireland and Northern Ireland or 
between Ireland and the UK. This would be a temporary 
arrangement pending agreement on the long-term trade 
relationship which the UK wants and which, it argues, 
will do away with any need for border controls. 

During their meeting in Sofia, the Prime Minister 
explained her thinking on the new plan to the Taoiseach, 
Leo Varadkar, who described it as ‘new thinking’ and 
sad that he was ‘not discouraged’ by the meeting. 
Earlier he had said that “If the UK wants to put forward 
alternatives[…] whether alternative text to the backstop 
or an alternative future relationship between the UK and 
the EU, we’re willing to examine that. But we need to see 
it written down in black and white and know that it is 
workable and legally operable.” 

A critical consideration is that paragraph 49 referred to the 
internal market as well as the Customs Union. Avoidance 
of border controls requires alignment of the rules and 
regulations applying to trade in goods, for example food 
safety standards. It is not clear how the new option will 
deal with this. 

The initiative has been received in Brussels with scepticism 
and with calls for clarity on matters such as the timelines 
envisaged by London. An ‘unless and until’ caveat will be 
needed to ensure that the paragraph 49 provisions remain 
valid. EU officials also argue that they have interpreted 
paragraph 49 as applying to Northern Ireland and not 
to the UK as a whole, pointing out that there can be no 
‘pain-free’ access to the internal market. 

The initiative has met early resistance from Conservative 
backbenchers led by the former party leader, Iain Duncan 
Smith, arguing that Brexiters could accept such a move 
only if it was very strictly limited in duration. “If they do 

require to have some kind of backstop most people will 
accept that on the basis that it is there for practical reason, 
but that it is not in any way about the politics.” 

On 15 May the Prime Minister invited all Conservative 
backbench MPs to private Brexit briefings in Downing 
Street. Some 150 members attended five sessions for 
briefings by Theresa May’s chief of staff, Gavin Barwell, 
followed by opportunities to question the Prime Minister 
herself. During one session Theresa May was reported to 
have clashed with the leading Brexiter, Jacob Rees-Mogg, 
dismissing his arguments for what would amount to a ‘no-
deal’ outcome in the strongest terms.

EU Withdrawal Bill

The EU Withdrawal Bill finally ended its lengthy passage 
through the House of Lords, emerging with a series of 
major amendments which must now be considered by 
the House of Commons. These amendments include 
a provision designed to ensure that the UK Parliament 
will vote on the Withdrawal Agreement before it is 
tabled in the European Parliament for ratification, giving 
Westminster “a real choice about whether to accept or 
reject the agreement.”

The Prime Minister has postponed parliamentary 
consideration of significant Brexit legislation. Two key 
Bills – on trade and customs – have been rescheduled for 
the autumn because of fears that they could be rejected in 
the current fraught atmosphere.   

Negotiations Stalled

The formal EU-UK negotiations have stalled in recent 
weeks, in advance of the critical European Council 
meeting in June.

Speaking after updating EU Foreign Ministers, Michel 
Barnier, asked about the progress that had been made since 
March, said: “I would say little, not very little.” He insisted 
that the transition period that is scheduled to follow the 
formal exit date in March 2019 depends on “operational 
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solutions” being found on the issue of Northern Ireland’s 
border with the Republic. He reminded ministers that 
“the clock is ticking” to reach an overall agreement at the 
October European Council which must be ratified by the 
UK and by the European Parliament and said: “So, little 
progress but we are working on technical issues which is 
always useful. None of these issues are negligible. The two 
key points which remain, where there is risk of failure, 
are the governance of the agreement and the Ireland-
Northern Ireland issue.”

The Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Simon 
Coveney, has argued that the UK must make significant 
progress on an Irish Border “backstop” agreement by June 
for EU withdrawal talks to continue. He was speaking in 
Brussels after a meeting with Michel Barnier at which, 
he said, it was clear that the EU task force and the Irish 
Government remain “of the one mind” on their approach. 
Mr Coveney sought to dispel recent suggestions that 
Ireland may be willing to soft-pedal on the thorny backstop 
issue at the June summit if the UK is able beforehand to 
bring forward viable proposals on an alternative ‘customs 
partnership’ or what he calls a ‘shared customs space’. 
“I agree with him [Barnier] there will be no withdrawal 
treaty if there isn’t a backstop dealing with the Irish Border 
in that treaty […] Nobody is saying that everything has to 
be resolved by the end of June but I think we need to see 
a solution on the Irish Border backstop issue taking shape 
by the end of June.” 

White Paper Promised

The UK Government has indicated that it will publish 
a White Paper setting out its Brexit position which will 
be its “most significant publication on the EU” since the 
2016 referendum. The paper will be published ahead 
of June’s key EU summit. Extending to more than 100 
pages, it will involve contributions from almost every 
government department.

The Cabinet Office Minister, David Lidington, told BBC 
Radio 4’s Today programme that the White Paper would 
give “the most detailed account that we’ve so far given in 
government of how we see these negotiations concluding, 
the sort of, very ambitious, deep and special partnership 
with the European Union 27 that we want to see. Not just 
on trade but in terms of our continued co-operation on 
police matters, on judicial cooperation against crime, and 
on political and diplomatic co-operation in a world where 
many of the challenges from terrorism, from an aggressive 
Russia and so on that the other European countries face 
are ones we continue to face as well.”

Section Two: The Evolving Debate

UK Parliament

The Brexit Secretary, David Davis, attended the House of 
Commons Exiting the European Union Committee, 25 
April 2018. He responded to the Committee Chairman, 
Hilary Benn, who raised the Northern Ireland situation: 

The first thing to say is that perhaps the most 
important voice on this would be Leo Varadkar, 
who said that he would rather see a good agreement 
in October than any agreement in June. I do not 
know what the veracity of what is reported is. We 
will make progress as fast as we can on this. There 
are some hard issues at the core of it, as we well 
know, but our undertaking is very plain: we will 
avoid a hard border at all costs; we will underpin 
the peace process, the Good Friday agreement and 
all of the elements of it; and we will come up with 
a mechanism that will enable that to happen at the 
border. 

What we have said all along, and indeed the 
Council agreed and Mr Varadkar agreed, was that 
the best way to do that was with a good free trade 
agreement, because that then eliminates a lot of the 
issues from the beginning—not all of them but a 
lot of them.

On 1 May 2018, Secretary Davis spoke to the House of 
Lords Select Committee on the European Union on the 
level of progress on negotiations: 

I guess the best summary came from Michel 
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Barnier, who said a couple of weeks ago that we are 
at 75%, but the last 25% is the hardest. That is the 
summary position. In essence, we have locked down 
whole chapters on citizens’ rights and finance, and 
that is obviously very important. 

The outstanding areas that are not locked down are 
obviously Northern Ireland, which people know 
about, some elements of the remaining separation 
issues, which I will come back to in a second, and 
the governance of the agreement, which sounds 
bland but is quite controversial because of the wish 
on one side for the European Court to be involved 
and our wish for it to be impartial. That is the basic 
position. 

The teams are still working through the separation 
issues, which I will list for you: intellectual property, 
customs, VAT, Euratom, public procurement, and 
ongoing co-operation on civil and commercial 
matters. We think that we are going to get a 
resolution of those—the easier parts—by June, but 
the main aim is October.

Scottish Parliament

The Scottish and UK governments are at odds over the 
EU Withdrawal Bill and what it could mean for devolved 
powers. MSPs voted by 93 to 30 that Holyrood “does not 
consent to the European Union (Withdrawal) Bill, with 
Labour, Green and Lib Dem members joining the SNP 
members in rejecting the Westminster bill, saying it would 
restrict Holyrood’s powers. The Scottish Conservatives 
voted against, and have blamed the SNP for the failure to 
find an agreement. 

The BBC commented that “The Scottish government 
insists this is a highly significant moment, as it is the first 
time the Holyrood parliament has ever refused consent 
to a piece of Westminster legislation which is likely to 
be imposed anyway, without consent. It is certainly a 
constitutional first - but one that can be overcome by 
Westminster. The UK government has the authority to 
simply impose the Brexit legislation on Scotland, even if 
that is politically problematic. It would overturn 20 years 
of constitutional convention and precedent. 

The Guardian argued that “both sides in the Scottish 
divide have arguments that should be respected. The 
SNP government leads a country that voted strongly 
to remain. It is right to fight its pro-European corner. 
But Westminster is also right to be concerned about 
protecting the UK single market from too much internal 
protectionism. The Brexit outcome must be harmonious 
with the devolution settlement and not disruptive to 
either devolution or to the single market within the UK.” 

Irish political meetings

The Taoiseach held a bilateral meeting with the UK Prime 
Minister, Theresa May, in advance of the EU-Western 
Balkans Summit in Sofia on 16 May 2018.

The Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Simon 
Coveney, held a meeting with the EU Chief Negotiator, 
Michel Barnier, in Brussels on 15 May 2018. They 
discussed and assessed the state of play in the Brexit 
negotiations. The Tánaiste welcomed the French Foreign 
Minister, Jean-Yves le Drian, for discussions on Brexit at 
Farmleigh House. 

The Minister for European Affairs, Helen McEntee, has 
held meetings on Brexit-related issues with the Dutch 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Stef Blok, and the Swedish 
Minister for European Affairs, Ann Linde.

Irish Opinion Polls

The European Movement Ireland’s annual survey of 
attitudes towards the European Union was published on 
9 May 2018. Support for Ireland remaining in the EU has 
risen to 92% (up from 88% in 2017 and up from 81% 
in 2013). 87% of those surveyed agreed that Ireland has 
on balanced benefitted from EU membership with 58% 
agreeing that Ireland should contribute more to the EU 
budget to continue to obtain these benefits. 

The latest Irish Times/Ipsos MRBI opinion poll has found 
that voters are divided on the Government’s approach to 
Brexit, the Border issue and the ongoing negotiations, 

As an independent forum, the Institute does not express any opinions of its own. The views expressed in the article are the sole 
responsibility of the author.



BREXIT
BR IEF BREXIT BRIEF 041 | MAY 2018

While 39% say that the Government is doing a good 
job on Brexit, 33% disagree, saying the Government is 
not doing a good job. As many as 29% say they are not 
sure. Better-off voters are more likely to approve of the 
Government’s performance on Brexit, as are voters in 
Dublin. Urban voters in general have a better view of the 
Government’s performance. Other questions show similar 
divisions. Asked if the Border is the most important issue, 
45%  of respondents agree, but 42% disagree, with 14% 
declining to express a position.

Voters are almost evenly divided on the best approach 
to the Brexit negotiations in the coming weeks. The 
following question was put to voters: “If there is no 
progress on the Border issue, should the Government 
insist that the EU halts negotiations with the UK, or 
should it let negotiations continue?” In response 40% of 
those polled favour halting the negotiations while 41% 
say the negotiations should continue.

National Citizens Dialogue

Addressing the National Citizens’ Dialogue on the Future 
of Europe, which took place on Europe Day, 9 May 2018, 
the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Simon 
Coveney, argued in favour of supporting the European 
Union through the current challenges it faces:

The European Union is, like much of the world, 
facing the rise of populism, and strident political 
voices – both from inside and outside - that 
challenge the values that have shaped it. For the 
first time, a Member State of the EU has decided 
to leave. But others are getting ready to join. In 
the face of these challenges, I believe it is crucial 
that we strongly support the European Union of 
today, with all its imperfections. At the same time, 
we must redouble our efforts to build a Europe that 
fulfils the aspirations of all its citizens. Our efforts 
must continue to go beyond economic prosperity 
and growth and offer also a vision of our values 
as Europeans, expressed in a generous engagement 
with the wider world. On Europe Day, we should 
remember where we have come from since 1950, 
since 1957, since 1973. We should remember 

progress made, lives saved, societies healed and 
economies grown. 

UK students demand referendum on final Brexit deal

Student organisations representing almost a million 
young people studying at UK universities and colleges are 
joining forces to demand a referendum on any final Brexit 
deal, responding to growing fears that leaving the EU will 
have a negative impact on their future prospects.

The student unions – which represent 980,000 students at 
sixty leading universities and colleges – are writing to their 
local MPs, calling on them to back a “people’s vote” before 
a final Brexit deal can be implemented. They point out 
that there are as many as 1.4 million young people who 
were too young to vote in the June 2016 EU referendum 
but who are now eligible to do so, and that they should 
have a say. The letters also insist that “many promises 
made by the pro-Brexit groups during the campaign have 
not been kept and that two years on from the narrow 
Leave vote, young people are beginning to understand the 
reality of life outside the EU.”

Confederation of British Industry

The President of the Confederation of British Industry, 
Paul Drechsler, has welcomed the Prime Minister’s efforts 
to find a compromise on customs but insisted that all of 
the political leaders must be clear that “the current Brexit 
impasse is a handbrake on our economy that can and 
must be released”. He called on both sides to focus on 
a pragmatic decision for the UK to remain in a customs 
union, unless and until an alternative is ready and 
workable.

Any solution, he argued, must meet four customs tests: 
maintaining friction-free trade at the UK-EU border; 
ensuring no extra burdens are incurred behind the border; 
guaranteeing there are no border barriers for Northern 
Ireland; boosting export growth with countries both 
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inside and outside the EU. And, he continued, even 
sorting out customs will only solve 40% of the problem. 
“The other 60% depends on securing a deep relationship 
with the Single Market with urgent attention needed to 
find a solution for services, which makes up 80% of our 
economy.”

The CBI Director General, Carolyn Fairbairn, advanced 
the same argument, writing that “the single most 
important Brexit priority for British manufacturers is 
to protect frictionless trade with the EU. Hundreds of 
thousands of jobs across the UK depend on it. This is 
a time for pragmatic solutions, not ideology. To protect 
frictionless trade and ensure no return to a hard border 
on the island of Ireland, a customs union model based 
on status quo principles should remain in place unless and 
until an alternative is ready and workable.”

The UK Department for Business, Energy and Industrial 
Strategy has asked business groups to map their supply 
chains to flag the areas of the economy most at risk if 
Brexit imposes additional trading costs on exporters 
through complex rules of origin. As a current member of 
the EU Customs Union the UK does not have to comply 
with rules of origin for trade with the union’s other 27 
members. 

An Irish Times commentary has highlighted the 
significance of the business lobby in the evolving Brexit 
debate. “Businesses here and in the UK have expected –or 
at least hoped – that politicians would take a reasonably 
sensible course….all the signs are that the defining 
political battle lies ahead. The political debate in the UK 
is at risk of completely ditching the interest of business 
and the economy. Much of what is being said bears little 
relationship with reality. Businesses need to start being 
much more aggressive in calling out the hard Brexit 
lobby and outlining the costs of what is now at risk of 
happening.” 

Section Three: Publications

Future UK-EU Trade Arrangements: Implications for 
Ireland’s Agri-food Sector, by Con Lucey. 21 May 2018.

This IIEA publication analyses the impact that possible 
UK-EU trade arrangements could have on the Irish agri-
food sector. This is the first in a series of IIEA reports 
looking at the impact Brexit will have on a range of 
important sectors for Ireland and the all-island economy.

Con Lucey, the report author, was Chief Economist of 
the Irish Farmers Association from 1979 to 2008, where 
he was involved in providing information and analysis 
on farm production economics, national economic 
policy and EU policy. He represented the IFA on the 
National Economic and Social Council and served as the 
organisation’s liaison officer with Government on Social 
Partnership.

Section Four: Background Material and Further 
Reading
 
Background Material

Government of Ireland Government Brexit Update. 
Issue No 5, 18 May 2018. (www.dfa.ie/brexit/government-
brexitupdate)

Tanaiste Simon Coveney Speech at National Citizens’ 
Dialogue on the Future of Europe, 9 May 2018. (www.
dfa.ie/news-and-media/speeches/speeches-archive/2018/
may/nat-citizens-dialogue-the-future-of-europe) 

The Guardian Irish PM warns UK could crash out of 
EU without Brexit deal if no progress soon. Guardian, 
17 May 2018. (www.theuardian.com/politics/2018/
may/17/leo-varadkar-theresa-may-sofia-brexit-deal)

Irish Times Irish Times poll: Public divided on 
approach to Brexit. IT, 17 May 2018. (www.irishtimes.
com/news/politics/irish-times-poll-public-divided-on-
approach-to-brexit-1.3499403)
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Irish Times Leo Varadkar offers guarantee of no border 
on island of Ireland. IT. 16 May 2018. (www.irishtimes.
com/news/politics/oireachtas/leo-varadkar-offers-
guarantee-of-no-border-on-island-of-ireland-1.3496592)

Irish Times Irish unity: Polarised response to May 
‘comment’ on Border poll. IT. 16 May 2018. (www.
irishtimes.com/news/politics/irish-unity-polarised-
response-to-may-comment-on-border-poll-1.3496702)

Tony Connelly The Irish Protocol: How Theresa May’ 
backstop somersault is fraught with danger. RTE, 19 
May 2018. (www.rte.ie/news/brexit/2018/0518/964505-
tony-connelly-brexit) 

Patrick Smyth Varadkar warns UK on need for progress 
in Brexit talks. IT, 17 May 2018. (www.irishtimes.com/
news/politics/varadkar-warns-uk-on-need-for-progress-
in-brexit-talks-1.3498735)

RTE UK ‘considering third option’ over customs 
dilemma. RTE, 16 May 2018. (www.rte.ie/news/
brexit/2018/0516/963831-eu-customs-union)

Patrick Smyth UK told Brexit talks will not proceed 
without Border ‘backstop’. Irish Times, 15 May 
2018. (www.irishtimes.com/news/world/europe/uk-
told-brexit-talks-will-not-proceed-without-border-
backstop-1.3494855)

BBC Brexit: ’Little progress’ in talks since March, says 
Barnier. BBC, 14 May 2018. (www.bbc.com/news/uk-
politics-44113686)

Irish Times May invites Conservative MPs to briefings 
to discuss Brexit. IT, 15 May 2018. (www.irishtimes.
com/news/world/uk/may-invites-conservative-mps-to-
briefings-to-discuss-brexit-1.3495759)

The Observer Brexit realists take control as May slaps 
down Rees-Mogg. Observer, 20 May 2018. (www.
theguardian.com/politics/2018/may/20/theresa-may-
brexit-realists-jacob-rees-mogg)

The Guardian Theresa May wins crucial support over 
Northern Ireland border plan. Guardian, 17 May 2018. 
(www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/may/17/theresa-
may-gains-support-with-northern-ireland-border-
solution)

Tony Connelly Govt ‘flexible’ on solutions to border 
issue- Coveney, RTE, 13 May 2018. (www.rte.ie/news/
brexit/2018/0513/963146-brexit)

House of Commons Exiting the European 
Union Committee, 25 April 2018. (www.data.
parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.
svc/evidencedocument/exiting-the-european-union-
committee/the-progress-of-the-uks-negotiations-on-eu-
withdrawal/oral/82179)

House of Lords Select Committee on the European 
Union, 1 May 2018. (www.data.parliament.
uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/
evidencedocument/european-union-committee/scrutiny-
of-brexit-negotiations/oral/82375.pdf )

The Telegraph European Commission could reject 
Theresa May’s new customs plan. Telegraph, 18 May 
2018. (www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2018/05/18/
european-commission-could-reject-theresa-mays-new-
customs-plan) 

The Telegraph Britain prepared to stay tied to customs 
union beyond 2021 after Theresa May ‘outguns’ 
Brexiteers. Telegraph, 17 May 2018. (www.telegraph.
co.uk/politics/2018/05/16/britain-will-tell-eu-prepared-
stay-tied-customs-union-beyond)

BBC Holyrood refuses consent for Westminster Brexit 
bill. BBC, 15 May 2018. (www.bbc.com./news/uk-
scotland-scotland-politics-44113864)

The Guardian The Guardian view on the cabinet and 
Brexit: beyond a joke. Editorial, 17 May 2018. (www.
theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/may/17/the-
guardian-view-on-the-cbinet-and-brexit-beyond-a-joke)
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Centre for European Reform UK must swallow the 
unpalatable Irish backstop. CER, 15 May 2018. (www.
cer.eu/mode/6851/view-email)

Financial Times UK ‘held to ransom’ by hard Brexit 
demands, says David Miliband. fastFT, 14 May 2018. 
(www.ft.com/content/98378a7c-5747-11e8-bdb7-
f6677d2e1ce8)

The Telegraph Theresa May must act now on 
customs plans or harm jobs and business, says CBI 
leader. Telegraph, 14 May 2018, (www.telegraph.
co.uk/politics/2018/05/14/theresa-may-must-act-now-
customs-plans-harm-jobs-business-says)

Financial Times Deadlocked Theresa May postpones 
key Brexit votes. FT, 11 May 2018, (www.ft.com/
content/a1f4885a-5452-11e8-b3ee-41e0209208ec)

The Guardian Theresa May sets up cabinet teams to 
thrash out rival customs plan. Guardian, 11 May 2018. 
(www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/may/11/theresa-
may-sets-up-cabinet-teams-to-thrash-out-customs-plan)

The Guardian Jeremy Corbyn must change course 
on EEA, says Lord Kinnock. Guardian, 12 May 2018. 
(www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/may/12/jeremy-
corbyn-must-change-course-on-eea-says-lord-kinnock)

The Guardian One million students join call for 
vote on Brexit deal. Guardian, 12 <May 2018. (www.
theguardian.com/politics/2018.may/12/one-million-
studentscall-vote-brexit-deal) 

The Telegraph Michael Gove warns EU could use 
Irish border issue to hold Britain hostage over Brexit. 
Telegraph, 10 May 2018. (www.telegraph.co.uk/
politics/2018/05/10/michael-gove-warns-eu-could-use-
irish-border-issue-hold-britain/)

Centre for European Reform Theresa May’s meaningless 
meaningful vote? CER, 8 May 2018. (www.cer.eu/
insights/theresa-mays-meaningless-meaningful-vote)

Mail Online Boris goes to war with May over her 
‘crazy’ Brexit trade plan. Mail,7 May 2018. (www.
dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5701033/Boris-Johnson-
savages-Downing-Streets-post-Brexit-trade-plans-html)

Patrick Smyth London’s dithering means ‘no deal’ 
Brexit still possible. IT, 12 May 2018. (www.irishtimes.
com/news/world/europe/london-s-dithering-means-no-
deal-brexit-still-possible-1.3491681)

Irish Times UK asks businesses to map their Brexit-
impacted supply chains. IT, 11 May 2018. (www.
irishtimes.com/business/econoy/uk-asks-businesses-to-
map-their-brexit-impacted-supply-chains-1.3491613)

Irish Times DUP faces heavy responsibility for 
Brexit position taken lightly. IT, 10 May 2018, (www.
irishtimes.com/opinion/dup-faces-responsibility-for-
brexit-position-taken-lightly-1.3489256) 

Cliff Taylor Brexit is a bagful of intricate, complex, 
endless ‘stuff’. IT, 10 May 2018. (www.irishtimes.com/
business/economy/cliff-taylor-brexit-is-a-bagful-of-
intricate-complex-endless-stuff-1.3488351)

Sky News Sky Views: It’s time to put Brits abroad out 
of their misery. Sky News, 20 May 2018. (www.news.
sky.com/story/sky-views-keep-dragon-at-bay-by-settling-
brexit-statuses-11379247)

Policy Exchange  Getting Over the Line: Solutions 
to the Irish border. (www.policyexchange.org.uk/
publication/getting-over-the-line-solutions-to-the-irish-
border)

Federal Trust Brexit: A Meaningful Vote for MPs 
implies a Meaningful Vote for the People. Blog, 18 May 
2018. (www.fedtrust.co,.uk/brexit:a-meaningful-vote-
for-mps-implies-a-meaningful-vote-for-the-people)
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Tony Connelly Brexit & Ireland, Updated. Penguin 
Books 
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