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Section One: State of Play

Two Weeks to Solve Border Issue

The Irish Government has insisted that the UK must 
table written proposals on how to solve the Irish Border 
issue within the first two weeks of June to avoid a crisis 
at the European Council meeting on 28-29 June.  This 
would allow time for debate and discussion between the 
UK delegation and the EU Task Force. The Tánaiste and 
Minister for Foreign Affairs Simon Coveney, commented 
that substantial progress on the Border, including the 
so-called ‘backstop’ must be made by the June summit 
to permit key decisions to be reached in October on the 
Withdrawal Bill and to pave the way for negotiations 
on the future EU-UK relationship. His warnings reflect 
increasing exasperation in Dublin and Brussels that no 
firm proposals have emerged from London.

Negotiations Continue

Prime Minister Theresa May has decided that the House of 
Commons will vote on the House of Lords amendments 
to the European Union (Withdrawal) Bill on Tuesday 12 
June. The Tory Party Chief Whip has written to all party 
MPs instructing them to be in the House for the entire day 
as there will be several votes on the Bill which suffered 15 
defeats in the Lords. The session will last about 12 hours. 
Key votes will be on the issues of staying in the Customs 
Union and the European Economic Area, retaining EU 
law on employment and consumer standards and ensuring 
the continuance of EU environmental protection.  The 
Government faces crucial votes with significant support 
for the Lords amendments among Tory ‘Remainers’.   

Negotiations in Brussels continued on 22-24 May, covering 
the Withdrawal Agreement, the Future Relationship and 
Northern Ireland.  A further round of talks – covering the 
same issues - is ongoing at time of publication of this brief 
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in preparation for the European Council meeting on 28-
29 June.  Progress has been slow as reflected in comments 
from Dublin and Brussels.

The Prime Minister’s move to split her Cabinet Brexit 
Committee into two teams has seen Brexit Secretary 
Davis visiting Northern Ireland to meet cross-border 
companies and other interests in developing the so-called 
‘max fac’ (‘maximum facilitation’) option.  The teams are 
yet to produce meaningful inputs to the overall process.   

Following the joint publication of the list of Topics for 
Discussion on the Future Framework (see Brexit Brief 
40) the UK Government has published a ‘presentation’ 
on a Framework for the UK-EU partnership / Economic 
Partnership. This sets out the UK’s objectives for the 
economic partnership and the principles “that should 
guide our approach to securing an enduring solution 
in the interests of the UK and EU” and deals with the 
institutional structure, the governance arrangements and 
provisions to ensure fair and open competition.    

On 31 May 2018, Rupert Murdoch’s The Sun carried the 
story that Brexit Secretary, David Davis, had devised a 
scheme to give Northern Ireland joint EU and UK status 
as well as a 10 mile-wide border buffer zone with Ireland.  
Under this plan “the province would operate a double 
hatted regime of European and British regulations at the 
same time so it can trade freely with both.” The buffer 
zone would constitute a ‘special economic zone’ for local 
traders such as dairy farmers. “The two plans will together 
eradicate the need for any border check points, which is a 
major EU demand.”     

The plan was immediately dismissed by the Irish 
Government, members of the British parliament and 
the DUP, with Sammy Wilson MP describing it as ‘half 
cooked’. A Downing Street spokesman reiterated the 
commitment to the integrity of the UK’s common market 
and firmly stating that “we cannot and will not accept a 
customs border down the Irish Sea,”   

House of Commons Exiting the EU Committee 

The House of Commons Exiting the European Union 
Committee has published its latest report on the progress 
of the UK’s negotiations on EU withdrawal, highlighting 
significant issues yet to be resolved in the remaining five 
months of negotiations.

On customs arrangements and trade, the Report says that 
it is “highly unsatisfactory” that nearly two years after the 
referendum, Ministers have yet to agree, and set out in 
detail, what kind of trading and customs arrangements 
they wish to seek in negotiations with the European 
Union.   The Committee Chair, Hilary Benn MP, 
commented: “We are rapidly running out of time to get 
new trade and customs arrangements in place. Given that 
ministers are indicating that neither of the two options 
being discussed are likely to be ready by December 
2020, when the transition period ends, the UK will in all 
likelihood have to remain in a customs union with the EU 
until alternative arrangements can be put in place.”

On the Northern Ireland border, the lack of clear proposals 
for maintaining a frictionless border remains a cause of 
concern. Although the Government’s preferred method is 
to do this through the overall future relationship, it has yet 
to decide whether to pursue a ‘new customs partnership’ 
or ‘maximum facilitation’ as its customs arrangement.  The 
Government has also not yet set out a detailed counter-
proposal for the legally operative ‘backstop’ option, 
which the Secretary of State has now said would apply 
to the UK. The Report says that any backstop must be 
acceptable to all sides and calls on the Government to set 
out its alternative as a matter of urgency, while making it 
clear it will be seeking a permanent solution.

Commenting on the overall state of the negotiations, 
Hilary Benn added: “Twenty-three months after the 
referendum and fourteen months since the triggering 
of Article 50, we still don’t know what the UK’s future 
relationship with the EU will be on trade, services, 
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security, defence, consumer safety, data, broadcasting 
rights and many other things.  The clock is now running 
down and Parliament will need clarity and certainty by the 
time it is asked to vote on a draft withdrawal agreement in 
the autumn. We wait to see whether the promised white 
paper next month will provide it.”

Section Two: The Evolving Debate

Plans for Doomsday Brexit

Whitehall has begun contingency planning for the port 
of Dover to collapse ‘on day one’ if Britain crashes out 
of the EU.  In that situation, the UK would be hit with 
shortages of medicine, fuel and food within a fortnight 
according to one of a number of scenarios drawn up by 
officials in the Department for Exiting the EU.

In another planning exercise, HM Revenue and Customs 
claim that UK business will face extra costs arising from 
the formalities connected with the ‘max fac’ option for a 
customs deal favoured by Brexiters. The cost impact could 
amount to as much as £20 billion a year.

Michel Barnier at Lisbon

On 26 May 2018, the Chief EU Negotiator, Michel 
Barnier, delivered a major speech on Brexit to the 
Congress of the International Federation for European 
Law (FIDE).  

Speaking about the drafting of the Withdrawal Agreement 
he indicated that the two sides had reached an agreement 
on around 75% of the text “[…] but we are not yet 
at the end of the road. In particular, we need to reach 
an agreement on the governance of the Withdrawal 
Agreement; we must also find a specific solution to the 
unique situation of Ireland and Northern Ireland. We 
need to operationalise this backstop in the Withdrawal 
Agreement; finally, alongside the Treaty itself, we need to 
agree on the framework of the future relationship – other 
treaties, on other legal bases, probably mixed treaties.”

Michel Barnier then argued that to lay the foundations 
of the future relationship before the UK’s withdrawal, it 
was necessary to accelerate.  The EU side was ready to 
discuss this at political level and, at any time, to intensify 
negotiations at technical, legal and political level.  The 
European Council had adopted guidelines which took 
into account the UK’s red lines, for example the UK 
government’s decision to leave the Single Market and the 
Customs Union.  “If the UK wants to change its own 
red lines, it should tell us. The earlier, the better! And 
obviously, we are open-minded! There is no ideology or 
dogmatism on our side. The European Council clearly 
indicated that the UK could change its mind. All we ask 
for is clarity. Because, to negotiate effectively, you need to 
know what the other side wants.  A negotiation cannot be 
a game of hide-and-seek.”

UK Industrialists on Post-Brexit Trade

Leading European industrialists, including bosses from 
BP, Nestlé, E.ON and Royal Mail, have warned Theresa 
May that time is running out and said businesses want 
post-Brexit trade with the EU to be as frictionless as 
within a customs union. At a private meeting in Downing 
Street with the Prime Minister and the Brexit Secretary, 
David Davis, leaders from the European Round Table 
of Industrialists (ERT) warned that “uncertainty causes 
less investment”. In a joint statement, they said they had 
expressed their concerns to Mrs. May and warned there 
was an urgent need for clarity. “The uninterrupted flow 
of goods is essential to both the EU and UK economies,” 
the statement said. “This must be frictionless as with a 
customs union. We need clarity and certainty, because 
time is running out.”

A report from the Open Europe think tank has argued that 
Britain should accept continued EU regulations in goods 
in return for retaining access to the EU single market. 
“There is no strong business case for the immediate 
significant divergence from the EU’s regulatory regime 
[…] giving up some control – or sovereignty –over goods 
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regulation is a price worth paying for strong market access. 
Manufacturers in highly regulated industries often follow 
EU rules anyway, in some cases even in the US.”    

Meanwhile, in a letter to the Prime Minister, the main 
UK business organisations, including the CBI and the 
Institute of Directors, have called on the Government 
to ‘get on’ with the enlargement of Heathrow airport. 
Pointing to the long delays in dealing with this promised 
development, the organisations have indicated concern 
that “history might come to record the real cost of Brexit 
as all the other things not done. A generation of MPs, 
civil servants and public intellectuals are engaged with one 
open-ended mission. It is where they must spend their 
energies and political capital.”  

Irish Government Activity 

The latest Government Brexit Update contains 
information on the continuing domestic response to the 
impact of Brexit, including contingency planning for all 
possible scenarios. The implementation of the measures 
contemplated will depend on the outcome of negotiations. 
The Government programme includes the Action Plan for 
Jobs 2018, the Trade and Investment Strategy and Project 
Ireland 2040. 

Government supports for business in this context include 
the €300 million Brexit Loan Scheme, the €25 million 
Brexit Response Loan Scheme for the agri-food sector 
and increased funding for the Department of Business, 
Enterprise and Innovation. 

The Tánaiste addressed the British-Irish Chamber of 
Commerce on 30 May 2018, highlighting the lack of 
headway made by EU and UK teams since March and 
drawing attention to the urgent need for significant 
progress to be made on Ireland and Northern Ireland 
ahead of the June European Council, saying that the 
backstop should now be of the highest priority:

The clock is ticking and our time is limited. It is, 
of course, possible that the backstop can be made 

redundant through a close and comprehensive 
future relationship agreement, the detail of which 
will be negotiated once the UK leaves the EU. 
But we need to have the Protocol and its backstop 
in place to ensure that we have certainty in all 
scenarios.

The Tánaiste outlined that once the Protocol is agreed, 
Ireland will argue for the “closest possible future 
relationship between the EU and UK”, particularly on 
trade. As such, the confirmation in the March European 
Council Guidelines of the determination of the EU to 
maintain a close partnership with the UK in the future, 
as well as “the Council’s readiness to start work towards 
a balanced, ambitious and wide-ranging free trade 
agreement” were particularly welcomed:

While a Free Trade Agreement is not Ireland’s 
preferred end goal, we recognise that the European 
Council has to take into account the repeatedly 
stated positions of the UK, which would limit the 
depth of the future partnership. We’re still of the 
view that the optimal outcome would be for the UK 
to seek to remain in the Single Market and Customs 
Union or arrangements to similar effect. This 
would help in avoiding the need to implement the 
backstop, but it would also – we believe – maximise 
the chances of a prosperous and dynamic UK once 
it leaves the European Union. And as I have said, 
Ireland’s interest is very much in a prosperous UK 
in the future. 

Four NI Parties Joint Statement

Four Northern Ireland parties – Sinn Fein, SDLP, Alliance 
and Green Party - have issued a joint statement on Brexit, 
outlining their common position that the UK should 
remain within both the Single Market and Customs 
Union and reiterating the importance of protecting 
investment, jobs, trade and the Good Friday Agreement 
by avoiding a hard border between Northern Ireland and 
the Republic, or through the Irish Sea:

The Joint Report of the EU and British negotiators 
published on 8 December last year reiterated 
its commitment to protecting the Good Friday 
Agreement, including the effective operation of the 
institutions and bodies of the Agreement.  The Joint 
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Report also affirmed that North South cooperation 
is a central part of the Good Friday Agreement 
and Prime Minister Theresa May committed to 
protecting and supporting continued North South 
and East West cooperation across the full range of 
frameworks of cooperation, including the operation 
of the North South bodies.

This week sees us entering into another crucial stage 
in the Brexit negotiations. All of the outstanding 
issues relating to the Withdrawal Agreement will 
be considered in relation to Northern Ireland/
Ireland and the future relationship. In relation to 
the Protocol on “Ireland and Northern Ireland”, 
Theresa May has agreed that a backstop solution 
for the border will form part of the legal text of 
the Withdrawal Agreement, and that this backstop 
would apply, unless and until, another solution is 
found.  Time is of the essence as we approach the 
European Council meeting next month (June).

The political parties in the Northern Ireland 
Assembly wish to reaffirm our common position 
that we cannot withstand exclusion from the 
single market or customs union; that the protection 
of the Good Friday Agreement in all of its parts, 
including North/South and East/West co-operation 
is critical to maintaining relationships within, and 
between these islands; that the backstop agreed by 
both the British Government and the EU27 is the 
bottom line in order to safeguard our political and 
economic stability now and for the future.

Northern Ireland Attitudes

A survey by Queen’s University Belfast has found that 
two years after the referendum support for Remain had 
risen from 56% to 69%.  Professor Brendan O’Leary 
commented that “the proportion wanting to remain has 
risen since the 2016 referendum as more people gave 
become aware of the possible costs and inconveniences of 
leaving the EU as citizens and as employees or employers.” 
There was substantial support for Northern Ireland 
staying in the Customs Union and the Single Market. The 
survey also found that there were strong expectations that 
north-south and east-west checks would attract protests 
that could “quickly deteriorate into violence.”    

UK Ministerial Forum 

The first meeting of the Ministerial Forum (EU 
Negotiations) was held in Edinburgh on 24 May 2018.  
The meeting was attended by Ministers from HM 
Government, the Scottish Government and the Welsh 
Government.  The Director of the Executive Office 
attended the meeting in the absence of a Northern Ireland 
Executive.  The principal agenda items were the White 
Paper on the Framework for the UK’s Future Relationship 
with the EU and the Ministerial Forum in Practice and 
Forward Plan.

Departmental Changes Under Consideration

Debate has commenced over the future shape of Whitehall 
ministries after Brexit. The creation of the Department 
for Exiting the EU and the Department of International 
Traded has led to a series of overlaps between departments 
and key officials, complicated by the Prime Minister’s 
decision to take control of day-to-day management of 
Brexit negotiations through the Cabinet Office. There is 
speculation that the Department for Exiting the EU will 
be absorbed by the Foreign Office with senior officials 
arguing that David Davis’ department cannot continue 
as a separate entity after 2019 “because it would send the 
wrong signal that Britain has not truly left the EU.”  

Sean Lemass on Britain and Europe 

Finally, the remarks of Sean Lemass (Taoiseach 1959-
1966) in 1967 on Britain’s early attitude to Europe are 
interesting in light of contemporary developments:

I do not think that either Macmillan or any member 
of the British government ever fully understood that 
they could not be half in and half out of the EEC. 
They had to make up their minds whether Britain 
was to be a part of a united Europe and, if so, they 
would have to resign themselves to the fact that they 
could not have a special relationship with the US 
which would give them rights and privileges against 
their Common Market partners or try to maintain 
the Commonwealth preferences. Macmillan did not 
realise that indication of vacillation on Britain’s 
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part would discredit its application in the eyes of de 
Gaulle.  As a result, I think he was surprised by the 
de Gaulle veto.    

I do not think they had any other idea initially in 
relation to the Common Market except to destroy 
it. Even when they recognised they were not going 
to succeed in breaking it up, their application for 
membership was probably inspired by the idea that 
they could slow down its development in some way 
and perhaps change its character.  It is only in the 
past few years that the British have realised that 
they are not going to succeed in these policies. They 
have come around – if their public declarations are 
indicative of their attitude – to accepting the whole 
idea of European economic integration.  Yet they 
still have the imperial frame of mind as shown by 
their Commonwealth prime ministers’ conferences. 
Of what real importance is the Commonwealth?

- Extracts from the Lemass Tapes, Irish Times, 2 
June 2018.

Section Three: Background Material and Further 
Reading

Background Material

Government of Ireland   Government Brexit Update.  
Issue No.6, 1 June 2018.  (https://www.dfa.ie/brexit/
government-brexit-update/) 

Tanaiste Simon Coveney   Remarks at British-Irish 
Chamber of Commerce, 31 May 2018. (www.dfa.ie/
news-and-media/speeches/speeches-archive/2018/may/
british-irish-chamber-of-commerce). 

House of Commons Exiting the European Union 
Committee.  The progress of the UK’s negotiations on EU 
withdrawal (March to May 2018).  Fifth Report of Session 
2017-19, 22 May 2018. (www.publications.parliament.
uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmexeu/1060/106002.htm)

Sky News  MPs to vote on 15 Lords amendments to 
Brexit Bill on 12 June. Sky, 4 June 2018. (https://news.
sky.com/story/mps-to-vote-on-15-lords-amendments-to-
brexit-bill-next-week-11394837)

Michel Barnier   Speech at the 28th Congress of the 
International Federation for European Law (FIDE), 
Lisbon 26 May 2018.  (www.europa.eu/rapid/press-
release_SPEECH-18-3962_en.htm)

HM Government  Framework for the UK-EU 
partnership: Economic partnership. May 2018. Ft.com/
(www.gov.uk/government/publications/framework-for-
the-uk-eu-economic-partnership) 

European Parliament    The Institutional Consequences 
of a ‘Hard Brexit’.  Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights 
and Constitutional Affairs, May 2018. (www.europarl.
europa.eu/supporting-analyses)

Sky News   Sky Views: ‘Grand Compromise’ is only 
option for Brexit.  Sky, 4 June 2018. (https://news.sky.
com/story/mps-to-vote-on-15-lords-amendments-to-
brexit-bill-next-week-11394837)

The Sun   Ulster Fry-UP: David Davis devises 10 mile-
wide trade buffer zone along Northern Ireland border 
to break deadlock in Brexit talks.  Sun, 31 May 2018.  
(www.thesun.co.uk/news/6423932/david-davis-northrn-
ireland-brexit-plans-dup)

The UK in a Changing Europe   Northern Ireland and 
the UK’s Exit from the EU.  ESRC Report, May 2018.  
(http://ukandeu.ac.uk/research-papers/northern-ireland-
and-the-uks-exit-from-the-eu-what-do-people-think/)

The UK in a Changing Europe   Brexit: It’s the backstop…
or back to the drawing board. UKandEU, 28 May 2018.  
(www.ukandeu.ac.uk/brexit....)

The UK in a Changing Europe   Brexit and the 
island of Ireland.  (www.ukandeu.ac.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2018/05/brexit-and-the-island-of-ireland)

European Policy Centre   Brexit: What Theresa May’s 
White Paper must do.  Discussion Paper, 16 May 2018.  

Centre for European Reform   The Fist Swiss Lesson for 
Brexit Britain: Negotiations Never End. Opinion Piece, 
30 May 2018. (www.cer.eu/in-the-press/first-swiss-lesson-
brexit-britain-negotiations-never-end)

As an independent forum, the Institute does not express any opinions of its own. The views expressed in the article are the sole 
responsibility of the author.



BREXIT
BR IEF BREXIT BRIEF 042 | JUNE 2018

Timothy Garton Ash   Macron’s plan to save Europe 
is compelling – but he’s on his own. Guardian, 31 May 
2018.  (www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/
may/31/macron-plan-save-europe-germany)

Centre for European Reform   Plugging in the British: 
EU justice and home affairs.  CER/KAS, May 2018.  
(www.cer.eu/publications/archive/policy-brief/2018/
plugging-british-eu-justice-and-home-affairs)

Centre for European Reform     On Brexit, TTIP and 
the City of London.  CER, 30 May 2018, (www.cer.eu/
publications/archive/bulletin-article/2018/brexit-ttip-
and-city-london) 

The Times   Revealed: plans for Doomsday Brexit.  Sunday 
Times, 3 June 2018.  (www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/news/
revealed-plans-for-doomsday-no-deal-brexit-02mld2jg2)

Financial Times   Britain hints at staying in European 
VAT area after Brexit.  FT, 4 June 2018.  (www.ft.com/
content/1de61f96-6736-11e8-8cf3-0c230fa67aec)

Financial Times   Britain’s plans for ‘no-deal’ Brexit 
have ground to a halt. FT, 28 May 2018.. (www.ft.com/
content/23663bc4-619e-11e8-90c2-9563a0613e56)

Financial Times   Post Brexit security complicated 
by acrimony of Brussels talks.  FT, 28 May 2018.  
(www.ft.com/content/2506c566-5f73-11e8-9334-
2218e7146b04)

Financial Times   Carney warns of ‘disruptive Brexit’   
FT, 25 May 2018.  (www.ft.com/content/f1491050-
5f52-11e8-9334-2218e7146b04)

The Guardian    Post-Brexit trade: business leaders tell 
May time is running out. Guardian, 3 June 2018.  (www.
theguardian.com/politics/2018/may/30/post-brexit-
trade-business-leaders-tell-may-time-is-running-out)

The Guardian    No strong case for ditching EU rules, says 
think tank.  Guardian, 4 June 2018.  (www.theguardian.
com/politics/2018/jun/04/no-strong-business-case-for-
ditching-eu-rules-says-thinktank)

The Guardian   Brexit Britain is an island nation, but it’s 
never been alone.  Guardian, 3 June 2018.  (https://www.
theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/jun/03/sunday-
essay-britain-always-an-island-nation-but-never-alone)  

The Guardian   ‘Max-fac’ is an idiotic idea that will 
bankrupt British businesses.  Guardian, 24 May 2018.  
(www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/may/24/
max-fac-brexit-customs-hmrc-peoples-vote)

The Guardian   Soros-backed campaign to push for new 
Brexit vote within a year.  Guardian, 29 May 20178.  
(www.theguardian.com/business/2018/may/29/george-
soros-drastic-action-needed-for-eurozone-to-survive)

The Telegraph   Brexit department DExEU to be 
absorbed by the Foreign Office next year. Telegraph, 31 
May 2018.  (www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2018/05/31/
brexit-department-absorbed-foreign-office-next-year-
according)

The Telegraph   Government quietly planning for 
Britain to stay in EU after March deadline, Eurosceptics 
fear.   Telegraph, 26 May 2018.   (www.telegraph.co.uk/
politics/2018/05/26/government-quietly-planning-
britain-stay-eu-march-deadline-eurosceptics)

The Telegraph    EU accuses Britain of ‘chasing fantasy’ 
over plans to avoid hard Irish border in blistering attack.  
Telegraph, 24 May 2018.  (www.telegraph.co.uk/
politics/2018/05/24/uk-chasing-fantasy-plans-avoid-
hard-irish-border-says-eu)

RTE   Call for border poll ‘unhelpful’ during Brexit 
talks.  RTE, 31 May 2018. (www.rte.ie/news/
brexit/2018/0531/967284-border-poll)

Irish Times   DUP would not back May if NI treated 
differently post-Brexit. IT, 4 June 2018. (www.irishtimes.
com/news/ireland/irish-news/dup-would-not-back-may-
if-ni-treated-differently-post-0brexit-1.3518259)

Irish Times   At least 300 PSNI officers may be needed 
to police ‘soft’ Brexit. IT, 1 June 2018.  (www.irishtimes.
com/news/world/uk/at-least-300-psni-officers-may-be-
needed-to-police-soft-border-1.3515555)

As an independent forum, the Institute does not express any opinions of its own. The views expressed in the article are the sole 
responsibility of the author.



BREXIT
BR IEF BREXIT BRIEF 042 | JUNE 2018

Irish Times   Government gives Theresa May two weeks 
to solve Border issue.  IT, 3 June 2018.  (www.irishtimes.
com/news/ireland/irish-news/government-gives-theresa-
may-two-weeks-to-solve-border-issue-1.3516829)

Irish Times   Janan Ganesh. The real cost of Brexit: all the 
things that are not being done. IT, 29 May 2018.  (www.
irishtimes.com/news/world/uk/the-real-cost-of-brexit-all-
the-things-that-are-not-being-done-1.3511675) 

Irish Times   No plan in place for policing a hard 
border, warns Garda chief. IT, 30 May 2018.  (https://
www.irishtimes.com/news/crime-and-law/no-plan-
in-place-for-policing-a-hard-border-warns-garda-
chief-1.3513078)

Brigid Laffan   Comparing the Irish abortion vote with 
the Brexit poll is disingenuous.  The Guardian, 28 May 
2018.(www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/
may/28/irish-abortion-vote-brexit-vote-disingenuous-
referendums)

The Guardian   Support for Brexit falls sharply in 
Northern Ireland. Guardian, 21 May 2018. (www.
theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/may/21/support-for-
brexit-falls-sharply-in-northern-ireland)

The Federal Trust   Brexit: Irish Realism Meets British 
Wishful Thinking. Blog, 22 May 2018.  (www.fedtrust.
co.uk/brexit-irish-realism-meets-british-wishful-thinking)

Friedrich Ebert Stiftung   Brexit and Devolution: A New 
UK Settlement or the Break-Up of Britain?   Brexit Paper 
Series, May 2018.  (http://www.fes-london.org/fileadmin/
user_upload/publications/files/BP1-Devolution.pdf )

Further Reading

Loukas Tsoukalis & Janis Emmanouilidis    The Delphic 
Oracle on Europe. Oxford UP 

As an independent forum, the Institute does not express any opinions of its own. The views expressed in the article are the sole 
responsibility of the author.



The Institute of International and European Affairs, 

8 North Great Georges Street, Dublin 1, Ireland 

T: +353-1-8746756  F: +353-1-8786880 

E: reception@iiea.com  W: www. iiea.com

The Institute of International and European Affairs (IIEA) is Ireland’s leading international affairs think tank. Founded in 1991, its mission is to 
foster and shape political, policy and public discourse in order to broaden awareness of international and European issues in Ireland and contribute 
to more informed strategic decisions by political, business and civil society leaders.

The IIEA is independent of government and all political parties and is a not-for profit organisation with charitable status. In January 2017, the Global 
Go To Think Tank Index ranked the IIEA as Ireland’s top think tank.

© Institute of International and European Affairs, June 2018

Creative Commons License

This is a human-readable summary of (and not a substitute for) the license.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International (CC BY-NC-SA 4.0)

You are free to:

• Share - copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format

• Adapt - remix, transform, and build upon the material

• The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms.

Under the following terms:

Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. You may do so in any reasonable 
manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use.

NonCommercial — You may not use the material for commercial purposes.

ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original.

No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license 
permits.


