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Section One: State of Play

Negotiations Continue

The Brexit negotiation process is more and more a 
question of timing. With the failure to meet the October 
dateline, a special European Council meeting in late 
November is now seen as essential if ratification of any 
deal is to be achievable with some comfort. The fearful 
prospect of a no-deal outcome is forcing all stakeholders to 
produce contingency plans and to commence recruitment 
of customs officers and frontier officials and is causing 
deep concern and anger in business circles as uncertainty 
impacts investment plans. 

For several weeks, the situation in the UK on Brexit 
negotiations has become increasingly complex and 
uncertain with the Prime Minister, Theresa May, 
struggling to hold her cabinet together and facing defeat 
in the House of Commons on any likely deal. The 

continuation of the crucial parliamentary deal with the 
Democratic Unionist Party has been under threat over the 
likely content of a backstop agreement.  

With Brussels sources suggesting that an agreement might 
be imminent, a cabinet meeting described as ‘crunch’ was 
postponed as a serious disagreement broke out over the 
provision to ministers, and to the DUP, of details of the 
Attorney General’s legal advice on the backstop. Brexiters 
accused the Prime Minister of seeking a secret deal with 
Brussels while shutting out her cabinet colleagues. A 
leaked memo appeared to give details of a plan for selling 
the deal to the media and public. Ministers were invited 
to No.10 to read the text of the elements of the draft 
Withdrawal Agreement agreed so far. 

British cabinet ministers continue to be at odds over 
whether the UK could secure a unilateral exit from a Brexit 
backstop deal on Northern Irish border arrangements. 
Education Secretary Damian Hinds said that such an 
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outcome would be “very, very unlikely”, while Commons 
Leader Andrea Leadsom insisted the UK must be able to 
leave any customs agreement.

Brexit Secretary Dominic Raab made a visit to Northern 
Ireland to familiarise himself with the post-Good Friday 
border and to speak to political and business representatives 
across the board. Secretary Raab succeeded in gaining 
headlines twice in one day by indicating that a Brexit deal 
could be finalised by 21 November and hours later admitting 
that there was no set date for the conclusion of negotiations. 
He was then reported as telling the Dublin authorities that 
the Withdrawal Agreement must provide for a unilateral 
right for the UK to pull out of the backstop. Both Dublin 
and Brussels rejected this idea out of hand, with the Tánaiste 
Simon Coveney saying that a backstop that could be ended 
unilaterally was not a backstop at all. 

EU ambassadors were briefed on 9 November by the Task 
Force that the negotiators were discussing fishery arrangements 
and the Irish backstop. A range of options on the backstop 
had been identified, including an extension of the envisaged 
transition period. There was an expression of ‘cautious 
optimism’ for the prospect of an early agreement. Downing 
Street has described these developments as ‘speculation’.

Section Two: The Evolving Debate

DUP Stance on Backstop

The position of the DUP on the backstop question has 
emerged as critical as the negotiations moved into an ‘end 
game’ phase. The party has taken a firm stance against any 
deal which differentiates Northern Ireland from the rest of the 
United Kingdom. Party Leader Arlene Foster has threatened 
to withdraw support from the Conservative Government if its 
‘blood red lines’ are not respected. 

The Prime Minister replied to correspondence from the 
DUP with a five page letter which was designed to offer 
reassurance but which has appeared to have exactly the 
opposite effect.         

RTE’s Europe Editor described the letter and its impact 
as “an attempt to convince the DUP that there would be 
no customs border on the Irish Sea, and at the same time 
to send the shiver of a signal that the party may have to 
swallow more alignment between Northern Ireland and 
the Republic than exists at present […] in the event she 
upset both the DUP, who were publicly angry and the 
Irish government, which raised private eyebrows.”.

The EU wanted “a backstop to the backstop,” she 
wrote, using the somewhat disparaging form of 
words for the original Northern Ireland-specific 
backstop. However, she “could not accept there 
being any circumstances or conditions in which 
[the Northern Ireland-specific] [...], which would 
break up the UK’s customs territory, could come 
into force.”

She then attempted to use the EU’s own legal 
argument about Article 50 in order say the 
backstop could only be temporary. “This is 
inherent in the Article 50 legal base on which 
the Withdrawal Agreement will be founded,” she 
wrote, “which cannot aim to establish a permanent 
relationship.” Mrs May went on to admit that “the 
unique circumstances of NI could require specific 
alignment solutions in some scenarios, provided 
they are consistent with the constitutional and 
economic integrity of the UK,   

Without spelling out if Brexit would require any 
new regulatory differential between Northern 
Ireland and GB, Mrs May left a delicate thread of a 
hint that there would be. But if there was it would 
“clearly be essential that the scope of any alignment 
in a backstop scenario is carefully circumscribed to 
what is ‘strictly necessary’ to avoid any hard border.

The DUP looked at the letter and could only see the 
threat, and not the reassurance. Despite the prime 
minister performing cartwheels to say there could 
not be a Northern Ireland-specific backstop, Arlene 
Foster tweeted that the letter “raises alarm bells for 
those who value the integrity of our precious union 
& for those who want a proper Brexit for the whole 
UK.  From her letter, it appears the PM is wedded 
to the idea of a border down the Irish Sea with NI 
in the EU SM [Single Market] regulatory regime.”
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The DUP’s Sammy Wilson told the BBC’s Today 
Programme that the letter made it “quite clear the 
government has accepted there will be a Northern 
Ireland-only backstop. That, to us, is a breach of the 
promise which has been made that we would not be cut 
off from the rest of the United Kingdom.” Mr Wilson 
later told Sky News that his party would vote down any 
Withdrawal Agreement reached on those terms.”

Jo Johnson Resignation

UK Transport Minister, Jo Johnson, resigned from the 
Government, accusing the Prime Minister of offering 
MPs a choice between ‘vassalage and chaos.’ He said the 
country was faced with a choice between “an agreement 
that will leave our country economically weakened 
with no say in the EU rules it must follow and years of 
uncertainty for business” or a no-deal Brexit “that I know 
as a transport minister will inflict untold damage on our 
nation.” Describing the proposed deal as “a failure of 
British statecraft on a scale unseen since the Suez crisis”, 
Johnson has concluded that this choice is unacceptable 
and that the realities of Brexit must be put democratically 
to the British people in a second referendum. He further 
commented that, on this issue, he was united with his 
brother Boris in “fraternal dismay”. 

The development is seen as raising the spectre of a fight 
on two fronts for the Prime Minister with pro-EU pro-
Remain MPs on one side and Eurosceptic/Europhobic 
MPs on the other, but both opposing the compromise 
deal she is attempting to conclude in Brussels. The 
Guardian argues that both the government and the 
Labour opposition have reached a position in which “the 
interests of economy, prosperity, trade, defence, security 
and peace can all go hang as third-rate politicians vie for 
party advantage” and concludes that Jo Johnson “has 
triggered a potential change in the rules of engagement.” 
EU officials have expressed concern that the resignation 
may lead to further delays in the negotiation process.     

Irish Developments

In a RTÉ interview the Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar, 
expressed the view that Brexit is fraying relations between 
Ireland and Britain. Brexit had undermined the Good 
Friday Agreement, he argued: “Anything that pulls the 
communities apart in Northern Ireland undermines the 
Good Friday Agreement and anything that pulls Britain 
and Ireland apart undermines that relationship.”   

The Government has continued to point out that the 
UK has given written commitments – in December and 
March – that the Withdrawal Agreement would contain 
a legal guarantee of no return to a hard border in Ireland 
– the backstop. Talks have produced the concept of an all-
UK customs arrangement which would avoid the need to 
treat Northern Ireland differently. 

A conversation between the Taoiseach and Prime Minister 
May led to discussion of a review mechanism within the 
backstop provision. The Taoiseach indicated that Ireland is 
willing to consider a review clause and this has been described 
by the UK Attorney General as a major step towards a deal. It 
has been insisted by the Irish side that any review arrangement 
could not be unilateral on the part of the UK but would have 
to be based on mutual consent. 

The Taoiseach has stated that the internal political difficulties 
facing the British Prime Minister cannot lead Ireland to 
soften its position on the backstop. “The ball is very much in 
London’s court. Internal British politics is really a matter for 
them. But we really have to stand by our objectives.”   

Talks in Paris between the Tánaiste, Simon Coveney and 
the French Foreign Minister, Jean-Yves Le Drian, focused 
on the need for progress on the Brexit negotiations. 
Minister Le Drian told a press conference that “It’s about 
the survival of the Good Friday Agreement. We continue 
to support Ireland on this crucial question,” Simon 
Coveney described the friendship and solidarity of the 
French government as very reassuring. 

As an independent forum, the Institute does not express any opinions of its own. The views expressed in the article are the sole 
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Commenting on the EU27 support for the Irish position, 
Professor Brigid Laffan asked “Did the UK subliminally 
think that small Ireland would not retain the support. 
We’re bigger we’re more important. That does not wash if 
you are a country leaving. You need to mind your manners 
on the way out.” 

The former Irish Ambassador to Britain, Bobby 
McDonagh, has written of British-Irish relations and 
counsels that Irish politicians and commentators should 
refuse to be provoked by the growing tendency in UK 
media to display “profound ignorance about Ireland or 
disdain for our sovereignty or irresponsibility towards 
the peace process.” He commented that “Many across 
the water find it impossible to understand the simple fact 
that Ireland and our European partners are rock solid in 
support of each other and of the peace process for which 
the EU itself provided the example, the necessary context 
and so much generous support.” And concluded that in 
response to “such ignorance and hostility”, Ireland should 
“maintain the model of civilised and rational discourse”.  

Business Concerns

S&P Global Ratings have stated that the chances of a no-
deal Brexit had increased and that such an outcome would 
spark a long recession and a likely reduction in Britain’s 
credit rating. A no-deal Brexit would produce a “moderate 
recession lasting four to five quarters, with the economy 
contracting 1.2 per cent in 2019 and 1.5 per cent in 
2020.” The report was published on the day following 
the Budget Statement of Chancellor Philip Hammond, 
who told the House of Commons that he had provided 
an additional £500 million for government departments 
in order to prepare for a potential no-deal Brexit. 

A letter from more than 70 leading business figures has 
called for a public vote on the final terms of the UK’s exit 
and have warned that the country faces “either a blindfold or 
a destructive hard Brexit” and argued that both the current 
plans for Brexit and an no-deal outcome would leave Britain 
worse off than remaining in the European Union. 

In Ireland, a report from PwC has underlined that 
businesses have no choice but to start preparing for Brexit 
“regardless of when it happens, be that 2019, 2021 or 
even beyond. […] Businesses need to assess their exposure 
to the UK in terms of suppliers, customers, their supply 
chain, their distribution model and so on. They need 
to look at the potential cost impact of duties, customs 
compliance, permits and delays at ports and borders. And 
they absolutely must be in a position to get goods across 
the border from day one.”    

Jeremy Corbyn

In an interview with the German Spiegel Online, the 
Labour Party Leader, Jeremy Corbyn, was asked “If 
you could stop Brexit, would you?” He replied “We 
can’t stop it. The referendum took place. Article 50 has 
been triggered.” He went on to argue that a Labour 
Party Government would seek to “make a new and 
comprehensive customs union with the European Union, 
one that would obviously protect the Irish border […] 
but also ensure that our supply chains worked in both 
directions. People voted Leave, or they voted Remain, but 
nobody to lose their job.” he commented. Labour would 
“enhance workers’ rights, where the Conservative Party 
wants to go in another direction of a largely deregulated 
economy.” 

Labour’s Shadow Foreign Secretary, Emily Thornberry, 
has told the BBC that “all options remain on the table” 
including a new referendum. Labour would prefer a 
general election but must consider the alternatives and 
could campaign for a People’s Vote if it were not possible.  

UK Brexit Negotiation Strategy Fails

A Guardian report has assessed the UK Government 
approach of ministerial visits to EU capitals in order 
to garner support for Prime Minister May’s Chequers 
strategy and effectively overrule or side-line the Barnier 
negotiating task force. Over the summer, a number of UK 
ministers toured extensively but without success, with one 
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EU diplomat quoted as saying “There is a general feeling 
that they use these visits to reach their home audience.” 
The Prime Minister’s personal approach to her EU 
counterparts at Salzburg, produced a negative response 
and the comment from a Finnish official that she had 
consumed a lot of goodwill.

It has been clear that the leaders of the EU27 have placed 
their full confidence in Barnier and his team. The Green 
MEP, Philippe Lamberts, argues that Michel Barnier 
enjoys the trust of the EU Member States’ governments 
because of his “courteous and careful public statements, 
power point slides and diligent travel around the 27 
national capitals and the European parliament…he is at 
the top of his art.”  

British-Irish Intergovernmental Conference

The British-Irish Intergovernmental Conference met in 
Dublin on 2 November 2018. The Irish Government 
was represented by the Tánaiste, Simon Coveney, 
and the Justice Minister Charlie Flanagan. The UK 
Government was represented by the Cabinet Minister 
(and effective Deputy Prime Minister) and the Northern 
Ireland Secretary Karen Bradley. The meeting discussed 
the operation of the institutions of the Good Friday 
Agreement, North/South Security Cooperation and 
bilateral cooperation between the two Governments. The 
Tánaiste commented that the interaction “demonstrates 
that, despite the current challenges, both the Irish and 
UK Governments are committed to developing the 
relationship between our countries and looking at ways to 
maintain and deepen our engagement.”

Arron Banks

In a remarkable development the businessman Arron 
Banks, who financially backed the Leave. EU group in the 
2016 referendum campaign, has become the subject of a 
criminal investigation into the source of over £8 million 
devoted to its funding. This move follows a reference by 
the Electoral Commission over suspicions that “criminal 

offences may have been committed.” The Commission 
has commented that there were “reasonable grounds to 
suspect that money […] came from impermissible sources 
and that Mr Banks […] knowingly concealed the true 
circumstances under which this money was provided.” 
News of the investigation led to opponents of Brexit 
calling for a delay to the EU exit process until the extent 
of the issues under investigation was known.  

UK Poll

A Survation poll for Channel 4 has indicated a 6% swing 
from Leave to Remain in voting intentions on a potential 
second referendum. 54% would support continued EU 
membership. As many as 55% would support a second 
referendum.

Section Three: Background Material and Further 
Reading

Background Material

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.    Meeting of 
the British-Irish Intergovernmental Conference.   DFAT, 
31 October 2018.   (www.dfa.ie/news-and-media/press-
releases/press-release-archive/2018/october/meeting-of-
the-british-irish-intergovernmental-conference)

The Guardian   UK and Ireland signal Irish border Brexit 
deal could be agreed soon.  Guardian, 2 November 2018.   
(www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/nov/02/uk-and-
ireland-signal-irish-border-brexit-deal-could-be-agreed-
soon) 

The Guardian   Jo Johnson quits as minister over Theresa 
May’s Brexit plan.  Guardian, 9 Nov ember 2018.   (www.
theguardian.com/politics/2018/nov/09/jo-johnson-quits-
as-minister-over-theresa-mays-brexit-plan-boris)

The Guardian   Brexit deal not dead despite DUP 
warning says Lidington.  Guardian, 9 November 2018.  
(www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/nov/09/dup-may-
brexit-pledge-irish-border) 

As an independent forum, the Institute does not express any opinions of its own. The views expressed in the article are the sole 
responsibility of the author.



BREXIT
BR IEF BREXIT BRIEF 052 | NOV 2018

RTE   Foster says DUP will not support May’s latest 
Brexit proposals.  RTE, 10 November 2018.   (www.rte.
ie/news/brexit/2018/1109/1009709-brexit) 

Irish Times   Brexit: Downing Street rejects DUP’s 
‘betrayal’ claims.  IT, 10 November 2018.   (www.
irishtimes.com/news/politics/brexit-downing-street-
rejects-dup-s-betrayal-claims-1.3692557) 

The Guardian   Theresa May imposes new layer of secrecy 
on Brexit legal advice. Guardian, 7 November 2018. 
(www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/nov/07/prime-
minister-imposes-new-layer-secrecy-cabinet-brexit-legal-
advice) 

The Guardian   May’s crunch cabinet meeting over Brexit 
deal delayed amid row. Guardian, 7 November 2018.   
(www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/nov/07/crunch-
cabinet-meeting-over-theresa-may-brexit-deal-delayed-
amid-row) 

RTE   Varadkar says Irish stance on backstop will not 
soften despite problems facing May. RTE, 8 November 
2018.  (www.rte.ie/news/europe/2018/1108/1009439-
epp-helsinki-brexit)  

Tony Connelly   Brexit: Theresa May, the Backstop and 
the DUP.    RTE, 10 November 2018.  (www.rte.ie/news/
analysis-and-comment/2018/1110/1009979-brexit-
analysis) 

Financial Times   Brexit negotiators say draft treaty is close.  
FT, 10 November 2018.  (www.ft.com/content/4cfbdbf0-
e458-11e8-a6e5-792428919cee) 

Nigel Farage    It’s clearer than ever that our political 
class are colluding in Brussels against democracy. 
Telegraph, 10 November 2018.   (www.telegraph.
co.uk/politics/2018/11/07/clearer-ever-political-class-
colluding-brussels-against-democracy)    

BBC   Brexit: relations ‘fraying’ between Ireland and 
Britain.  BBC, 3 November 2018. (www.bbc.com/news/
uk-northern-ireland-46083327) 

Politico   UK poll predicts 8-point victory for Remain 
in second Brexit vote.  (www.politico.eu/article/uk-poll-
predicts-swing-to-remain-in-second-brexit-vote) 

Financial Times   How the Irish border became Brexit’s 
defining issue.  FT, 30 October 2018. (www.ft.com/
content/73ac4a5c-d83f-11e8-a854-33d6f82e62f8)  

Financial Times   EU floats compromise on Irish 
border backstop with London. FT, 2 November 2018. 
(www.ft.com/content/ee75a230-dde7-11e8-9f04-
38d397e6661c) 

Irish Times   France underlines support for Ireland on 
Border issue.  IT. 31 October 2018. (www.irishtimes.com/
news/politics/france-underlindssupport-for-irelabnd-on-
border-issue-1.3681946)

RTE   Tanaiste says movement needed on British side for 
Brexit deal.   RTE, 31 October 2018. (www.rte.ie/news/
brexit/2018/1031/1007830-brexit)   

Denis Staunton    If there is a Brexit deal this is what 
it will look like. IT, 3 November 2018.(www.irishtimes.
com/opinion/if-there-is-a-brexit-deal-this-is-what-it-will-
look-like-1.3684223)

Irish Times   British will not accept plan threatening 
UK integrity-Raab.  IT, 3 November 2018.  (www.
irishtimes.com/news/politics/british-will-not-accept-
plan-threatening-uk-integrity-raab-1.3684648)  

Financial Times    Brussels and Dublin reject Raab plan 
for Irish border.   FT, 6 November 2018.   (www.ft.com/
content/73ed214e-e08c-11e8-a6e5-792428919cee)  

Fiona Mitchell    Sunderland a clear demonstration of 
Brexit contradictions. RTE, 3 November 2018.  (www.
rte.ie/news/brexit/2018/1103/1008409-sunderland) 

As an independent forum, the Institute does not express any opinions of its own. The views expressed in the article are the sole 
responsibility of the author.



BREXIT
BR IEF BREXIT BRIEF 052 | NOV 2018

OpenDemocracyUK   Trump or Brussels: Brexit and the 
art of ‘No deal’. 2 November 2018. (www.opendemocracy.
net/uk/brexitinc/anthony-barnett/trump-or-brussels-
brexit-and-art-of-no-deal) 

The Guardian   Arron Banks faces criminal inquiry over 
Brexit campaign.  Guardian, 1 November 2018.  (www.
theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/nov/01/arron-banks-
referred-to-agency-over-suspected-offences-in-brexit-
campaign) 

Financial Times   S&P warns no-deal Brexit would 
spark recession.  FT, 31 November 2018.  (www.ft.com/
content/87b7a62a-dc5b-11e8-9f04-38d397e6661c)

Irish Times   Brexit: businesses need to prepare now 
despite apparent slow pace of progress. IT, 23 October 
2018.(www.irishtimes.com/sponsored/pwc/brexit-
businesses-need-to-prepare-now-despite-apparent-slow-
pace-of-progress-1.3669139) 

Irish Times   More backstop guarantees for London 
under consideration by EU. IT, 2 November 2018.  
(www.irishtimes.com/business/economy/more-backstop-
guarantees-for-london-under-considersation-by-
eu-1.3683414)  

The Guardian   Why the UK’s negotiation tactics drew a 
blank.  Guardian, 31 October 2018. (www.theguardian.
com/pol i t ics/2018/oct/31/why-the-uks-brexi t -
negotiation-tactics-drew-a-blank) 

RTE   Strong Irish-UK friendship more important than 
ever –Coveney.  RTE, 2 November 2018.  (www.rte.ie/
news/ireland/2018/1102/1008156-brexit) 

The Guardian   Brexit deal could be done by 21 
November, Raab suggests.  Guardian, 31 October 2018.   
(www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/oct/31/brexit-deal-
could-be-done-by-21-november-raab-suggests) 

The Guardian   Raab backtracks hours after hinting 
Brexit deal just weeks away. Guardian, 31 October 2018.  
(www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/oct/31/brexit-deal-
could-be-done-by-21-november-raab-suggests) 

The Telegraph   Brexit latest: Dominic Raab demands 
right to pull Britain out of EU backstop after three 
months.   Telegraph, 4 November 2018.   (www.telegraph.
co.uk/politics/2018/11/04/dominic-raab-has-privately-
demanded-right-pull-britain-eu-backstop)  

Irish Times   Brexit is teaching Britain its true place in 
the world.   IT, 7 November 2018. (www.irishtimes.com/
opinion/brexit-is-teaching-britain-its-true-place-in-the-
world-1.3688454)  

Tony Connelly   Lack of clarity as we approach the critical 
phase in the Brexit negotiations. RTE, 5 November 2018. 
(www.rte.ie/news/2018/1105/1008682-raab-on-brexit) 

Irish Independent   Deal with EU could be days away as 
May set to make crucial move. Independent, 4 November 
2018.  (www.independent.ie/business/brexit/deal-with-
eu-could-be-days-away-as-may-set-to-make-crucial-
move-37487372.html) 

The Guardian   Tony Blair urges MPs to vote down 
any Brexit deal and push for people’s vote.  Guardian, 4 
November 2018. (www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/
nov/04/tony-blair-urges-mps-vote-down-theresa-may-
brexit-deal) 

RTE   Department says UK has written guarantee to 
avoid hard border. RTE, 4 November 2018.   (www.rte.
ie/news/brexit/2018/1104/1008533-brexit) 

Irish Independent   All-UK customs Brexit deal report 
is ‘speculation’ – Theresa May’s office.  Independent, 4 
November 2018.  (www.independent.ie/business/brexit/
alluk-customs-brexit-deal-report-is-speculation-theresa-
mays-office-37490225.html) 

As an independent forum, the Institute does not express any opinions of its own. The views expressed in the article are the sole 
responsibility of the author.



BREXIT
BR IEF BREXIT BRIEF 052 | NOV 2018

Irish Times   Coveney says backstop that can be ended 
unilaterally by Britain is not a backstop.  IT, 6 November 
2018. (www.irishtimes.com/news/world/uk/coveney-
says-backstop-that-can-be-ended-unilaterally-by-britain-
is-not-a-backstop-1.3687370)  

The Telegraph    The final Brexit negotiation boils down 
to this: will the UK ever be able to quit the dreaded  Irish 
backstop?   Telegraph, 7 November 2018.   (www.telegraph.
co.uk/politics/2018/11/06/final-brexit-negotiation-boils-
will-uk-ever-able-quit-dreaded/irish-backstop)   

RTE   Taoiseach urged to explain backstop review 
position.  RTE, 6 November 2018. (www.rte.ie/
news/2018/1106/1008894-brexit_cabinet_may)  

Centre for European Reform     Why a woolly political 
declaration might help Theresa May get her Brexit deal 
through Parliament.  CER, 5 November 2018.  (www.cer.
eu/insights/why-woolly-political-declaration-might-help-
theresa-may-get-her-brexit-deal-through)

RTE   Nationalists urge Varadkar to defend Irish citizens 
over Brexit.  RTE, 5 November 2018.   (www.rte.ie/news/
brexit/2018/1105/1008684-letter-brexit-taoiseach) 

Financial Times   Attorney general holds the key 
to unlocking a Brexit deal.  FT, 7 November 2018.   
(www.ft.com/content/41703908/e1d7-11e8-a6e5-
79242891cee) 

The Guardian   Publish ministers’ Brexit legal advice 
in full, DUP demands. Guardian, 7 November 2018.   
(www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/nov/07/brexit-
legal-advice-dup-jeffrey-donaldson) 

The Telegraph   Brexiteers fear secret deal with 
Brussels as May accused of shutting out Cabinet.  
Telegraph, 7 November 2018.  (www.telegraph.co.uk/
politics/2018/11/06/revealed-govenments-secret-three-
weak-charm-offensive-sell)

Irish Times   UK cabinet could agree to backstop review 
deal.  IT, 7 November 2018.  (www.irishtimes.com/news/
world/uk/uk-cabinet-could-agree-to-backstop-review-
deal-1.3688772) 

Open Europe    Resetting the backstop, November 2018.   
(www.openeurope.org.uk/intelligence/britain-and-the-
eu-resetting-the-backstop) 

Irish Times   Brexit: Varadkar sets out second condition 
for review of backstop.  IT, 7 November 2018.  (www.
irishtimes.com/news/politics/brexit-varadkar-sets-out-
second-condition-for-review-of-backstop-1.3689488)

Jeremy Corbyn    ‘We Can’t Stop Brexit’.  Interview 
with Spiegel On-Line, 9 November 2018.    (http://www.
spiegel.de/international/europe/interview-with-labour-
leader-corbyn-we-can-t-stop-brexit-a-1237594.html)

Bobby McDonagh   Decent Britain has not gone 
away.   IT, 31 October 2018. (www.irishtimes.com/
opinion/bobby-mcdonagh-decent-britain-has-not-gone-
away-1.3680611)   

Further Reading

Ian Kershaw   Roller Coaster: Europe 1950-2017.  
London, Allen Lane. 

As an independent forum, the Institute does not express any opinions of its own. The views expressed in the article are the sole 
responsibility of the author.



The Institute of International and European Affairs, 

8 North Great Georges Street, Dublin 1, Ireland 

T: +353-1-8746756  F: +353-1-8786880 

E: reception@iiea.com  W: www. iiea.com

The Institute of International and European Affairs (IIEA) is Ireland’s leading international affairs think tank. Founded in 1991, its mission is to 
foster and shape political, policy and public discourse in order to broaden awareness of international and European issues in Ireland and contribute 
to more informed strategic decisions by political, business and civil society leaders.

The IIEA is independent of government and all political parties and is a not-for profit organisation with charitable status. In January 2017, the Global 
Go To Think Tank Index ranked the IIEA as Ireland’s top think tank.

© Institute of International and European Affairs, November 2018

Creative Commons License

This is a human-readable summary of (and not a substitute for) the license.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International (CC BY-NC-SA 4.0)

You are free to:

• Share - copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format

• Adapt - remix, transform, and build upon the material

• The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms.

Under the following terms:

Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. You may do so in any reasonable 
manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use.

NonCommercial — You may not use the material for commercial purposes.

ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original.

No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license 
permits.

                      The IIEA acknowledges the support of the Europe for Citizens Programme of the European Union


