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This is the first of a series of updates on developments in the EU institutions as part of the Future of the EU27 
Project. Each week, we will update you on institutional and personnel changes, important speeches and 
decisions adopted by the EU institutions. The final section also indicates what to look out for in Brussels 
over the coming week. 

Developments in the European Parliament

Last week was a committee week in the European Parliament with newly elected committees and committee Chairs 
meeting in Brussels. On 5 September 2019,  Christine Lagarde, President-designate of the ECB, addressed the 
Parliament’s Economics and Monetary Affairs Committee. Lagarde described her priorities as reviewing the ECB’s 
monetary framework, championing climate change and better communicating the ECB’s policies to citizens. Following 
the hearing, the committee approved Lagarde’s candidacy by 37 votes to 11 (plus 4 abstentions) by secret ballot. A final 
vote will now be held in the plenary of 16–19 September 2019.

Also on 5 September 2019, Commission First Vice-President, Franz Timmermans, attended the LIBE Committee for a 
discussion on strengthening the rule of law in the EU. The Committee also held a hearing of the candidate selected 
for the post of Deputy Executive Director of Europol, Jürgen Ebner. Timmermans outlined the Commission’s plans to 
promote rule of law during the next legislative term, including an annual rule of law report and a justice scoreboard. He 
also urged the Parliament, and indeed the Council, “to rapidly adopt the regulation on the adoption of the protection of 
the EU’s budget in connection with rule of law”. 

In addition, members of the Finnish Presidency addressed a number of parliamentary committees this week (IMCO, 
AFET, ITRE, REGI and EMPLI committees), outlining their priorities for the Presidency. Further details can be found in 
the Finnish presidency section of this briefing. 

Finally, the Parliament published its indicative schedule for Commissioner hearings. It proposes holding hearings 
between 30 September and 8 October 2019. Additional hearings could also be held up to 18 October if required. The final 
step in the approval process is a confirmatory vote in the plenary which is expected to be held during the plenary session 
of 21–24 October 2019.

Developments in the European Commission

Further details emerged about the new College of Commissioners. All Member States have now put forward their 
nominations for Commissioner, following the Italian Government’s nomination of Paolo Gentiloni, a former Italian 
Prime Minister and member of the Democratic Party, as their candidate for the Commission. Media reports also 
speculated about the distribution of portfolios. Czech nominee, and current Commissioner for Justice, Consumers and 
Gender Equality, Věra Jourová, was said to have been offered a position relating to democracy and rule of law, while 
Lithuanian Commission nominee, Virginijus Sinkevičius, was reportedly said to have been offered a climate portfolio.
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190904IPR60306/economics-and-monetary-affairs-committee-recommend-lagarde-for-ecb-president
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Commission President-elect, Ursula von der Leyen, announced that she will formally present her proposed College 
of Commissioners and their portfolios on Tuesday, 10 September 2019. The nominees will then be required to attend 
hearings in the relevant committees in the European Parliament. 

In response to a question about geographical balance in the new Commission, Ursula von der Leyen commented that 
Eastern European countries will be represented “via titles rather than portfolios”. For example, under the Juncker 
Commission five Vice-Presidents were nominated, each of whom was responsible for overseeing a project team of 
Commissioners. The system was criticised by some for not affording the Vice Presidents (many of whom were from 
Eastern European countries) any real power to influence policy. However, media sources have indicated that Von der 
Leyen may seek to strengthen the power of the Vice Presidents by giving them wider access to staff from both the 
Commission Secretariat and policy officials. 

As it stands, the proposed list of Commissioners can be found in on page 3.

In other developments, the College of Commissioners adopted its sixth communication on Brexit preparedness this 
week. The Communication provides businesses and citizens with a final checklist to prepare for a no-deal exit on 31 
October 2019. Notably, the Commission also proposed that two additional budgetary mechanisms be used to help 
mitigate the effects of a no-deal for those worst affected: the European Solidarity Fund to cover the financial costs of no-
deal and the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund to support workers who lose their jobs. 

Developments in the Council 

The Council agreed its position on the EU’s 2020 draft budget on 3 September 2019. This position must be formally 
adopted by the Council and will then form the basis of the Council’s negotiations with the European Parliament on the 
annual budget. The Council called for continuity in relation to the priorities of the 2020 budget, with continued support 
for growth and competitiveness (+2.72% compared to 2019), migration (+32.4% compared to 2019 for the European 
Border and Coast Guard Agency) and innovation (additional resources budgeted for Horizon 2020 and Europe’s satellite 
navigation systems EGNOS). As in previous years, the Council urged budgetary discipline. The Council’s proposed 
budget proposes a decrease in contributions of €1.5 billion compared to that of the Commission. The Council will present 
its proposal to the European Parliament at the plenary of 16-19 October 2019. The Parliament is expected to adopt its 
amendments to the Council’s position on 23 October. This will be followed by a three-week conciliation period from 29 
October-18 November after which, it is hoped an agreement will be reached.   

In other news, President-elect of the European Council, Charles Michel, addressed the annual EU Ambassadors’ 
Conference, where he urged Europe to “play a leading role on the global stage”. He added that Europe risks falling 
victim to competition from the US and China if it does not act “boldly and confidently”. President-elect Michel also 
emphasised the European Council’s intention to position the EU as the defender of the international rules-based order. 
The President-elect pointed to Brexit as one of the biggest foreign policy challenges facing the EU at present and called 
for closer cooperation between EU institutions and Member States on foreign policy going forward.

Progress of the Finnish Presidency

This week members of the Finnish Presidency team presented their priorities to a number of Committees in the European 
Parliament. 

Employment Minister, Timo Harakka, addressed the Internal Market and Consumer Protection Committee (IMCO). The 
Minister highlighted sustainable growth as the central focus of the Finnish Presidency agenda. More concretely, he 

https://www.politico.eu/article/ursula-von-der-leyen-looks-to-overhaul-european-commission-power-structure-vice-presidents/
https://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-5509_en.htm
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/09/03/2020-eu-budget-council-supports-continued-focus-on-growth-innovation-security-and-migration/
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underlined the promotion of the digital economy, the implementation of more effective consumer protection laws and 
the completion of MFF files related to the Single Market as particular priorities. 

Foreign Affairs Minister, Pekka Haavisto, addressed the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET). Priorities included the 
introduction of QMV in foreign policy decision making, opening accession talks with Albania and North Macedonia 
and maintaining dialogue with Turkey, while at the same time strengthening the EU’s presence in Africa and the Artic. 

Economic Affairs Minister, Katru Kulmuni, addressed the Industry, Research and Energy committee (ITRE). The Minister 
argued that industry and research will be key to achieving the overall objective of sustainable growth, particularly in 
achieving a climate neutral economy. Minister Kulmuni also attended the Committee on Regional development (REGI). 
She called for a more “results-orientated, efficient and thematically focused” cohesion policy, which focuses on building 
resilience to globalisation. 

Employment Minister, Timo Harakka, was welcomed by the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL). The 
focus of the Presidency he argued, is on achieving “an accelerated transition to a climate neutral economy in a way 
that is socially sustainable”. The Minister also emphasised skills and noted that the Finnish Presidency is currently 
drafting Council conclusions on promoting the employment of persons who have difficulty accessing the job market. 
The Presidency also hopes to advance plans on introducing an EU minimum wage. 

Other Speeches/Developments 

Outgoing HRVP, Federica Mogherini, addressed the annual EU Ambassadors’ Conference in Brussels on 2 September 
2019. In her address, the High Representative touched on the global role of the EU, defence integration, multilateralism 
and partnerships with new countries. She focused on the lessons she has learned during her time as High Representative. 
Her overarching message was that “The world expects us (the EU) to be a point of reference, a peace builder, a security 
provider and a voice of rationality”. She encouraged her successor, Josep Borrell, to continue increasing the visibility 
and activity of the EU in the world.  

Outgoing Commissioner for Competition, Margaret Vestager, delivered a speech at the Conference of Nordic Competition 
Authorities on 4 September. She welcomed the strengthening of the EU’s anti-trust rules at the end of 2018 and explored 
the future of competition in a digitalised world. In a veiled reference to Franco-German proposals for a more protectionist 
competition policy, Vestager noted that “competition creates champions”. She added that competition authorities would 
have to draw the line at helping domestic businesses from getting a head start “because our job is to protect consumers. 
But also because enforcing the competition rules firmly and impartially is the best way we can help business succeed.”

European Ombudsman, Emily O’Reilly, has launched a campaign for re-election as European Ombudsman. The 
Ombudsman is expected to be elected by the European Parliament in the plenary of 16-19 December 2019. 

https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-Homepage/66854/speech-high-representativevice-president-federica-mogherini-eu-ambassadors%E2%80%99-conference-2019_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2014-2019/vestager/announcements/global-markets-and-fair-deal-consumers_en
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What to look out for next week   

•	 9 September 2019: Commissioner Julian King delivers a keynote speech at the World Summit on Counter 
Terrorism.

•	 9 September 2019: Commissioners Günther H. Oettinger and Mariya Gabriel speak at the Digital, Life, 
Design Europe 19 conference on the Future of Europe. 

•	 10 September 2019: President-elect of the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, expected to 
announce proposed College of Commissioners. 

•	 10 September 2019: Commissioner Carlos Moedas delivers an opening address in the Science Business 
Conference ‘Horizon Europe: New Commission, new Parliament, new agenda’.

•	 10-11 September 2019: Finnish Presidency hosts conference on Democracy, Rule of Law and Fundamental 
Rights in Helsinki. The conference will be opened by Minister of Justice, Anna-Maja Henriksson, together 
with Minister for European Affairs, Tytti Tuppurainen. Keynote speakers in the conference are European 
Commissioner for Justice, Consumers and Gender Equality Věra Jourová, First Vice-President of the 
European Commission, Frans Timmermans and Director of the European Union Agency for Fundamental 
Rights, (FRA) Michael O’Flaherty.

•	 12 September 2019: President  of the European Commission, Jean-Claude Juncker, delivers the opening 
speech at the Global Vaccination Summit.

•	 13 September 2019: Eurogroup meeting in Helsinki, Finland. 
•	 13-14 September 2019: Informal meeting of economic and financial affairs ministers in Helsinki. 
•	 9-13 September 2019: Meetings of parliamentary committees and the political groups in the European 

Parliament, Brussels. 
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