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This is the third in a series of updates outlining key developments which have taken place across EU institutions and 
Member States. Each week, the EU27 Bulletin will update you on institutional proposals, major policy speeches by 
EU leaders and decisions adopted by EU institutions. We also look ahead to what developments may emerge over the  
coming week. 

Developments in the European Parliament 

The European Parliament plenary took place this week in Strasbourg from 16 to 19 September 2019. A highlight included 
the approval of Christine Lagarde as the new President of the European Central Bank with 394 MEPs in favour, 206 
against and 49 abstaining in a secret vote. The Parliament’s opinion on Ms Lagarde’s candidacy is non-binding but will 
be taken into account by the European Council when they make a formal decision at the European Council of 17-18 
October 2019. If successful, Ms Lagarde is expected to take up office on 1 November 2019. The European Parliament also 
approved the appointment of Yves Mersch as Vice-Chair of the European Central Bank’s Supervisory Board. The final 
decision on this appointment will also be taken at the October European Council. 

Brexit also loomed large on the Parliament’s agenda. MEPs debated and voted on a resolution which emphasises 
that the UK is “solely responsible for a no deal Brexit” and expresses Parliament’s continued support for the common  
EU position. It indicates that MEPs would be open to returning to the original proposal for a Northern Ireland only 
backstop and agreeing to an extension under certain conditions. This appears to be a clear reminder to the UK 
Government, that the consent of the European Parliament will be required for the passage of any withdrawal agreement 
or future association agreement. 

In other news, the Greens/EFA group in the European Parliament have opened “fact-finding” talks on membership 
with the Italian Five Star Movement. Representatives from the Greens/EFA have been quick to emphasise 
that Five Star membership of the group is far from a done deal. If the Five Star Movement were to join, the  
Greens/EFA number of seats would rise from 75 to 89, further cementing its position as the fourth largest political group 
in the European Parliament. 

The Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee has a new chair. Irene Tinagali, an Italian Member of the S&D group, 
will take over from Roberto Gualtieri, who was appointed as Italian Minister of Economy and Finance in September 2019.

Finally, the Parliament published its timetable for the hearings of the Commissioners-designate. The timetable also 
indicates which candidate will be heard by which committee(s). In an interesting development, the hearings for Vice-
Presidents will not be conducted by the Conference of Presidents (CoP), which consists of the President of the European 
Parliament and the leaders of each of the political groups, as was the case under the Juncker Commission. Instead, both 
the Vice-Presidents and Executive Vice-Presidents will be questioned by regular committee(s). This follows criticism 
from some political groups, such as Renew Europe, that hearings with the CoP could shield controversial Commissioners- 
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190912IPR60929/brexit-new-european-parliament-reaffirms-wholehearted-support-for-eu-position
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designate from tough questions from MEPs. The three Executive Vice-Presidents will, however, be asked to attend an 
exchange of views with the CoP after the main hearing. 

The hearing of Ireland’s Commissioner-designate, Phil Hogan, will take place on Monday 30 September at 5.30p.m.

Monday, 30 Sep

(3 Hearings)

Tuesday, 01 Oct

(6 Hearings)

Wednesday, 02 Oct

(6 Hearings)

Thursday, 02 Oct

(6 Hearings)

09:00–12:00

Schmit

EMPL

(econ)

Urpilainen

DEVE

Reynders

LIBE/JURI

(imco)

Plumb

TRAN

(envi)

Gentiloni

ECON

(budg/empl)

Simson

ITRE

(envi)

14:30–17:30

Šefčovič

AFCO/JURI

(peti/itre)

Wojciechowski

AGRI

(envi)

Johansson

LIBE

Dalli

FEMM/EMPL

(libe)

Goulard

IMCO/ITRE

(juri/cult)

Sinkevičius

PECH/ENVI

Hahn

BUDG/CONT

(juri)

18:30–21:30
Hogan

INTA

Gabriel

ITRE/CULT

Trócsányi

AFET

Kyriakides

ENVI

(agri)

Ferreira

REGI

(budge/econ)

Lenarčič

DEVE

(envi)

Schinas

LIBE/CULT

(empl)

Šuica

AFCO

(empl)

Monday, 7 Oct

(2 Hearings)

Tuesday, 08 Oct

(3 Hearings)

09:00–12:00

Dombrovskis

ECON/EMPL

(budg)

14:30–17:30

Jourová

AFCO/LIBE

(juri)

Borrell

AFET

Verstager

ITRE/IMCO/ECON

(juri)

18:30–21:30

Timmermans

ENVI

(itre/tran)

Constitutional Affairs AFCO

Foreign Affairs AFET

Agriculture and Rural Development AGRI

Budgets BUDG

Budgetary Control CONT

Culture and Education CULT

Development DEVE

  Human Rights DROI

Economic and Monetary Affairs ECON

Employment and Social Affairs EMPL

Women's Rights and Gender Equality FEMM

Internal Market and Consumer Protection IMCO

International Trade INTA

Industry, Research and Energy ITRE

Legal Affairs JURI

Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs LIBE

Fisheries PECH

Petitions PETI

Regional Development REGI

  Security and Defence (subcommittee) SEDE

Schedule for the Hearings of the Commissioners-designate

Executive Vice President

Vice President
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Developments in the European Commission

Valdis Dombrovskis, in his capacity as Commission Vice-President for the Euro and Social Dialogue, floated the possibility 
of revising the Stability and Growth pact following an informal meeting of ECOFIN in Helsinki on 14 September 2019. This 
is something the Commission is currently exploring. The Vice-President did, however, call for a “cautious” approach to 
any legislative change citing differences among Member States as to what such reform should look like and the urgency 
of any change. 

Rule of law will remain firmly on the agenda for the new Commission, according to Commission Vice-President for Rule 
of Law, Frans Timmermans. Speaking after a hearing with Hungary at the General Affairs Council on 16 September 2019, 
Vice-President Timmermans appeared to suggest that the hard-line stance taken by the outgoing Commission on rule of 
law will continue. He stated: “I can say very clearly that all those who believe that this is sort of the end of the era because 
I’m going to hand over my portfolio to other colleagues in the Commission, and they believe that this puts an end to this 
debate, are absolutely wrong.” 

Details are emerging about the shape of the cabinets of individual Commissioners-designate. Cabinets are handpicked 
by the respective Commissioner. President-elect von der Leyen has reportedly asked each Commissioner to respect 
gender and geographical balance in their individual cabinets. It has been reported that Peter Power will remain as head 
of cabinet to Phil Hogan. Meanwhile, Stephanie Riso, Principal adviser to the EU Brexit Negotiator Michel Barnier, was 
appointed head of Commissioner-designate Sylvie Goulard’s cabinet. Luxembourg’s Commissioner-designate Nicolas 
Schmit selected Antonoine Kasel as his head of cabinet. Mr Kasel is currently a member of President Juncker’s cabinet. 
Åsa Webber, Sweden’s Deputy Permanent Representative to the EU, will lead Ylva Johansson’s team. Former Ambassador 
to the EU from Malta, Neil Kerr, was appointed head of cabinet for Helena Dalli, while Diederik Samsom, the former 
leader of the Dutch Labour Party, will be the head of Frans Timmermans’ cabinet.

‘Protecting our European way of life’, the controversial title given to Commission Vice-President Margaritis Schinas, was 
the focus of discussions between President-elect of the European Commisison, Ursula von der Leyen and the Conference 
of Presidents on 19 September 2019. Leaders from the S&D, Renew Europe and the Greens raise their opposition to the 
title of the portfolio and its connection with migration. President-elect von der Leyen has given no indication that change 
to the portfolio will be forthcoming, however it was reported that she has agreed to reflect on its title and contents.  

Developments in the Council 

Ministers met at the General Affairs Council (GAC) on 16 September 2019 to discuss rule of law and the multiannual 
financial framework (MFF) for 2021-2027. In advance of the Council’s annual review of rule of law dialogue in November, 
Ministers discussed the Commission’s proposal to set up a Rule of Law Review Cycle and calls from some Member States 
for a peer review mechanism. A closed session was also held with Hungary under the Article 7 (1) TEU procedure, which 
allows the Council to take action against a Member State in breach of the Union’s values. The hearing explored the 
concerns submitted by the European Parliament in July 2018. No formal assessment was provided by the Council as to 
the outcome of the hearing. 

On the MFF, Member States have instructed the Finnish Presidency to reach a deal by the end of the year. To this end, the 
Finnish Presidency will present a paper collating the budgetary priorities of all Member States at the October European 
Council.

In addition to discussions on the MFF, the European Council of 17-18 October 2019 will include further discussions 
on the EU’s Strategic Agenda 2019-2024. The European Council is also likely to decide on the appointment of the new 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-8-2018-0250_EN.html
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ECB President. Brexit is not yet formally on the agenda, but may well feature prominently at the summit subject to 
developments in the UK. 

President of the European Council, Donald Tusk, used a visit to North Macedonia on 17 September 2019, to encourage 
Member States to vote on opening accession talks with North Macedonia at the October European Council. He underlined 
the progress made by North Macedonia in readying itself for accession, particularly with regards fighting corruption 
and protecting rule of law.

Progress on the Finnish Presidency 

The Finnish Presidency has released further details about discussions at the informal ECOFIN in Helsinki on 13–14 
September 2019. ‘Resilience to hybrid threats’ was  a key theme on the first day of meetings. EU Finance Ministers 
recognised that the financial sector’s ability to deal with hybrid threats needs to be strengthened through increased 
cooperation and information sharing between Member States. 

The possible introduction of new energy taxes was also raised, including a revision of the 2003 Energy Taxation Directive, 
which has just been the subject of a review by the European Commission. Taxation is a hugely contested area in the 
EU and is subject to unanimity voting rules. The prospect of introducing an EU wide tax on fuel or transport remains 
controversial among some Member States. While French and Dutch Ministers expressed support for an aviation tax for 
example, this was fiercely opposed by others such as Malta. 

The concept of an ‘Economy of Wellbeing’ was floated by the Finnish Presidency this week. This approach to EU policy 
making proposes balancing economic objectives with people’s well-being. This requires a new, horizontal mindset, 
which reconciles economic policies, many of which are the competence of the EU, with welfare policies which remain 
the competence of Member States. Finland even proposed making better use of indicators for monitoring wellbeing, 
notably the European Semester.

Other speeches/developments

On 19 September 2019, Romanian candidate Laura Codruța Kövesi, received the support of the Council to become the EU’s 
first ever Chief Prosecutor. Ms Kövesi’s appointment is particularly controversial given the opposition of the Romanian 
government. After lengthy negotiations, Ms Kövesi secured the support of 17 out of the 22 Member States participating 
in the new initiative. Romania was one of the five countries that rejected Ms Kövesi’s appointment. Commentators have 
been quick to point out the importance of France changing tact to support the Romanian candidate ahead of French 
candidate Jean-François Bohnert. Ms Kövesi is expected to formally take up office when the European Public Prosecutor’s 
Office (EPPO) becomes operational in November 2020. The EPPO will carry out independent investigations into the 
misuse of EU funds. 

The EU-Mercosur trade agreement could be in jeopardy after an Austrian parliamentary committee voted to reject 
the landmark free trade agreement. The vote requires the Austrian government to veto the deal at EU level unless the 
committee vote is later reversed. The trade deal requires unanimity to be passed at Council level as well as ratification in 
the European Parliament and all national parliaments. 
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What to look out for this week 

• 20 September 2019: The Transport, Telecommunications and Energy Council will meet to discuss 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions in the transport sector in order to meet the EU’s obligations under the 
Paris Agreement. 

• 23 September 2019: Interior Ministers from France, Italy, Malta and Finland will meet in Valleta to discuss 
migration. 

• 22-24 September 2019: EU Agriculture Ministers will meet in Helsinki to discuss the role of soil carbon 
sequestration in mitigating climate change. 

• 24 September 2019: The Finnish Presidency  will host a seminar on the future of EU transparency 
in Brussels.

• 24 September 2019: Commissioner Julian King will deliver keynote address at the High-level Summit on 
Digital Resilience, in Brussels. 

• 24 September 2019: The Transport, Telecommunications and Energy Council will meet again to exchange 
views on progress in drafting national energy and climate plans.

• 23-26 September 2019: UN General Assembly will meet in New York. 

• 26-27 September 2019: The Competitiveness Council configuration for the Internal market, Industry, 
Research and Space will meet to discuss the long-term EU strategy for sustainable growth, a key priority of 
the EU’s Strategic Agenda 2019-2024. 

• 27 September 2019: Commissioner Thyssen delivers keynote address at the Conference on the 2019 
Employment and Social Developments Review, in Brussels. 
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