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This is the fourth in a series of updates outlining key developments which have taken place across the EU institutions. 
Each week, the EU27 Bulletin will update you on institutional proposals, major policy speeches by EU leaders and decisions 
adopted by EU institutions. We also look ahead to what developments may emerge over the coming week. 

 
Developments in the European Parliament 

Parting remarks 

This was a committee week in the European Parliament. Outgoing ECB President Mario Draghi fielded questions from 
MEPs in the Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee (ECON) for the last time on 24 September 2019. President Draghi 
called for the development of a Eurozone budget, warning that failure to do so would leave euro members vulnerable 
to sudden financial shocks, despite the political complexities of developing such an instrument. The ECB President 
also warned that growth in the Eurozone is unlikely to pick up amidst persistent trade war fears which are dampening 
Eurozone output and economic confidence. 

Parliament advances discussions on Schengen rules and terrorist content online 

The Civil Liberties Committee (LIBE) agreed to progress negotiations on two important files this week. The first proposes 
revising the rules which allow Member States to reinstate temporary passport controls at their borders in the case of 
threats to public order or internal security, known as the Schengen Borders Code. Negotiations broke down between the 
Parliament and the Council earlier this year amidst disagreements between the co-legislators. The Parliament wants to 
limit the temporary re-introduction of border controls to two months initially (currently six months) and a maximum 
of one year (currently two years). At present, Austria, France, Germany, Denmark, Sweden and Norway have internal 
border controls in place, most of which were introduced in 2015. 

The second is the proposed introduction of new EU rules to tackle the dissemination of terrorist content online. 
These would introduce new rules requiring internet companies to take swift action to remove terrorist content or 
face financial penalties.  The negotiating mandate for both files will need to be confirmed in plenary before formal  
negotiations can begin. 

Rocky road at the parliamentary hearings 

In an unprecedented turn of events, the European Parliament’s Legal Affairs Committee (JURI) voted to block Romanian 
Commissioner-designate Rovana Plumb (S&D) and Hungarian Commissioner-designate Rovana László Trócsányi (EPP), 
citing conflicts of interest. Approval of the JURI Committee is a new requirement before a confirmatory hearing can take 
place. The committee had called the candidates to appear on 26 September 2019, citing discrepancies in their financial 
declarations. Initially, the committee considered changing the portfolios of the Commissioners-designate, but this was 
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rejected given the “manifest conflict of interest”. The appointment process for both candidates is now suspended. The 
President of the European Parliament must inform President-elect of the European Commission von der Leyen of the 
decision in writing and ask how she wishes to proceed. This could include resolving the conflict of interest or asking 
Hungary and Romania to propose new candidates. In the words of vice-chair of the JURI Committee Sergei Lagodinsky: 
“Everything is possible”. 

A total of 10 Commissioners-designate were asked to provide further information about their financial interests to the 
JURI committee, including Josep Borrell of Spain; Sylvie Goulard of France; Didier Reynerds of Belgium; Věra Jourová of 
the Czech Republic; and Elisa Ferreira of Portugal. Austrian Commissioner-designate Johannes Hahn has also reportedly 
asked to relinquish a number of company shares. Aside from Ms Plumb and Mr Trócsányi, all other Commissioners 
appear to have cleared this hurdle.  

European youth drive participatory democracy 

Higher turnout among young people was a driving factor behind greater voter participation in the May 2019 European 
Parliament elections, according to a new Eurobarometer report. Average turnout across the EU28 was 50.6%, 
representing the highest figure since 1994. Turnout increased most significantly amongst young people, with a 14% rise 
among voters under 25 years old and a 12% increase among the 25 to 39 age group. The primary issues of concern for 
voters were: economic growth (44%); climate change (37%); human rights and democracy (37%); the way the EU should 
be working in the future (36%); and immigration (34%). Notably, climate change was the biggest concern for voters in 
eight Member States. 

Developments in the European Commission

Promoting the Sustainable Development Goals

“The EU is fully committed to do more to transform our societies in line with the letter and the spirit of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development”, was the message of Frans Timmermans, First Vice-President of the European 
Commission, when he addressed the UN Summit on Sustainable Development on 24 September 2019. The EU also signed 
a joint declaration with the African Caribbean and Pacific Group of States (ACP), reaffirming the shared commitment 
to integrating the SDGs into national policies, which have at their core the principle of “leaving no-one behind”. The 
declaration also recognises the strong linkage between sustainable development and climate action. 

EU Competition Policy in the spotlight

The European Commission’s approach to multinational tax avoidance came under the spotlight this week. The EU’s 
General Court annulled the Commission’s 2015 decision to recover €30 million from Starbucks in the Netherlands over 
what it considered unfair preferential tax treatment. Some commentators have pointed to the ruling as evidence of 
increasing opposition to Competition Commissioner Margrethe Vestager’s hard line approach to antitrust enforcement. 
It is also worth noting however, that the same court confirmed the Commission’s ruling against Fiat Chrysler in 
Luxembourg this week. It remains to be seen if Commissioner Vestager’s future appointment as Commissioner for the 
Digital Age will herald any change in approach to competition regulation in the EU. 

EU-Asia connectivity

The European Commission has this week launched a new initiative called the Europa Connectivity Forum. The aim of 
the forum is to highlight connectivity as a core priority for EU foreign policy. The first edition in the forum was held 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/files/be-heard/eurobarometer/2019/post-election-survey-2019-complete-results/report/en-post-election-survey-2019-report.pdf
https://audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/en/video/I-177755
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_19_5811
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2019-09/cp190119en.pdf
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2019-09/cp190118en.pdf


EU27 BULLETIN | 23SEP–27SEP

IIEA 3

on 27 September 2019 and focused on cooperation with Asia, in particular with Japan. During the event, Commission 
President, Jean-Claude Juncker and Shinzō Abe, Prime Minister of Japan, are expected to conclude a new Partnership on 
Sustainable Connectivity and Quality Infrastructure between the EU and Japan. A statement released by the European 
Commission said that the partnership, which is the first of its kind, aims to promote cooperation with likeminded 
partners to ensure “connectivity that is sustainable across the board – fiscally, economically and environmentally.” 

Developments in the Council 

New Scheme for Migration and Asylum

Is the EU one step closer to reaching a deal on migration and asylum? This week Interior Ministers from Germany, 
France, Italy and Malta, supported by the Finnish Presidency, agreed a new voluntary relocation scheme for asylum 
seekers rescued in the Mediterranean. It is hoped that the proposal will ease migratory pressure on southern European 
countries and could form the basis of a long-awaited EU wide deal on migration. 

While the formal proposal has not yet been made public, initial reports suggest that the scheme proposes the 
redistribution of rescued migrants among participating Member States within four weeks of being brought onshore. 
Asylum applications and repatriation would be handled by these countries, rather than the first country of entry. The 
proposal is also said to include the “voluntary rotation of ports” where migrants will be allowed to disembark. The scheme 
is described as temporary and voluntary in terms of participation, but relocation quotas for participating countries will 
be mandatory. The proposal will be presented to all 28 Interior Minister for consideration on 8 October 2019. 

Sustainability features high on the agenda

The EU is moving towards a unified EU classification system for sustainable finance, after the Council agreed its common 
position on 25 September 2019. The proposal involves creating an EU-wide classification system to better identify which 
economic activities can be considered sustainable. The proposal is intended to facilitate the EU’s ambitions to transition 
to a low-carbon economy. Controversially, the Council has decided to include nuclear energy under the umbrella of 
sustainable finance, a classification the Parliament has rejected. This may be a sticking point during the trilogue 
negotiations, which are expected to begin in the coming months. The Council aims to adopt the classification by the 
end of 2021. 

Sustainability was also the central focus of a meeting of the Competitiveness Council on 26 and 27 September 2019. The 
Council identified policy objectives that they believe should form part of the EU’s long-term strategy on sustainable 
growth in line with the EU’s Strategic Agenda 2019-2024. The conclusion of these discussions will be presented at the 
October European Council of 16-17 October 2019.

Draft national energy and climate plans will not be sufficient to meet the EU’s climate and energy targets in their current 
form. This was the message of the Commission’s analysis of the draft NECPs which was discussed at a meeting of the 
Energy Council on 24 September 2019. In view of this finding, the Council discussed how to adapt national plans, which 
are due to be presented in their final form by the end of the year, to better meet the EU’s targets. 

President of the European Council, Donald Tusk, addressed the UN Climate Action Summit on 23 September 2019. The 
President was optimistic about the EU’s climate achievements to date, noting that the EU has surpassed its emission 
reduction targets for 2020 and is currently the world’s biggest climate finance donor. President Tusk expressed hope 
that all EU Member States will commit to the EU’s objective of achieving climate neutrality by 2050. The EU will submit 
its long-term climate and energy strategy early next year. 

https://ec.europa.eu/epsc/events/eu-asia-connectivity_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-12360-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/09/23/speech-by-president-donald-tusk-at-the-un-climate-action-summit/
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Tusk promotes Multilateralism 

In his final address to the UN General Assembly as President of the European Council, President Tusk promoted the 
cause of globalism and solidarity between nations. The President was quick to dismiss those who have suggested “an 
imminent conflict between patriotism and globalism”, in what has been interpreted as a response to an earlier speech 
by US President Donald Trump. President Tusk argued that globalism is “not some naïve ideology or abstract linguistics, 
but about concrete challenges and a chance for pragmatic solutions.”

Other developments

Kristalina Georgieva was confirmed as Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund on 25 September 2019. As 
a Bulgarian national, Ms Georgieva is the first IMF leader from an emerging economy. She is expected to take up office 
on 1 October 2019. Speaking after her appointment, Ms Georgieva recognised that she assumes the role of Managing 
Director at a time when “Warning signs are flashing, and we must be ready to be tested”. Ms Georgieva added that her 
priority for the IMF is “to further strengthen the Fund by making it even more forward-looking and attentive to the 
needs of our members”. Prior to her appointment, Ms Georgieva served as European Commission Vice President for 
Budget and Human Resources and Chief Executive of the World Economy.  

What to look out for this week 

29 September 2019: A general election will be held in Austria. According to the latest polls, the party of former 
Chancellor Sebastian Kurz is expected to be the highest polling party, with 34%. 

30 September 2019: The European Parliament’s Development Committee will meet with Commissioner 
for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management, Christos Stylianides, to discuss the lessons learned from EU 
humanitarian aid policies over the past five years. 

30 September 2019: The Association Council will meet to take stock of Moldova’s progress in implementing the 
terms of the EU-Moldova Association Agreement. 

4 October 2019: The Environment Council will meet to discuss the EU’s long-term climate strategy, the outcome 
of the COP25 in Chile and ambitions for the circular economy. 

6 October 2019: A general election will be held in Portugal. The Socialist Party of Prime Minister Costa are 
currently leading the polls on 39%, followed by the Social Democratic Party on 24%. 


	_GoBack

