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Section One: State of Play

Overview

As the 31 October deadline for the UK’s departure 
approaches, the question of finding a basis for agreement 
dominates the debate. The proposals tabled by the UK 
Government have been received by the EU as a possible  
foundation for further discussion but not as a basis for 
an agreement. Prime Minister Johnson continues to 
insist that the UK will leave the EU, with or without a 
deal, on the scheduled date despite the existence of the 
so-called Benn Act. This Act requires the Government to 
request an extension from the EU in the absence of an 
agreement. In a submission to a court case in Edinburgh, 
the Government has stated that the Prime Minister would 
abide by the terms of the Benn Act. 

Boris Johnson told the Conservative Party Conference on 
2 October that:

[…] we are tabling what I believe are constructive 
and reasonable proposals, which provide a 
compromise for both sides. We will under no 
circumstances have checks at or near the border in 
Northern Ireland. And at the same time we will 
allow the UK – whole and entire – to withdraw 
from the EU, with control of our own trade policy 
from the start [...] If we fail to get an agreement 
because of what is essentially a technical discussion 
of the exact nature of future customs checks, when 
that technology is improving the whole time, then 
let us be in no doubt that the alternative is no deal.

The EU institutions and the Irish Government have agreed 
that talks will proceed but have called for clarifications 
from London and recognition of the urgency of the 
matter. The Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar, pointed out that 
“this is an international treaty and it is not going to be 
sorted on the night of the European Council. Member 
States will need sight of it in advance.” He indicated that 
Friday 11 October would be a reasonable deadline for 
production of revised or clarified texts by London.       
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Introduction
The Brief seeks to provide up-to-date information on the progress and content of the UK-EU negotiations, and 
bring together relevant statements and policy positions from key players in Ireland, the UK and EU.

The Brief is part of a wider communications programme covering the work of the IIEA’s UK Project Group – 
including commentaries, speeches, texts and event reports – which are highlighted on the Institute’s website.   
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The UK negotiators, Brexit Secretary Stephen Barclay 
and No.10 representative David Frost, are engaged in 
continuing discussions with the Article 50 Task Force led 
by Michel Barnier. Secretary Barclay has indicated that 
UK would be flexible on the issue of consent regarding 
Northern Ireland’s regulatory alignment with the EU.

Boris Johnson Letter to Jean-Claude Juncker, 2 
October 2019

On 2 October 2019, Prime Minister Boris Johnson wrote 
to Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker in a letter 
entitled “A Fair and Reasonable Compromise”. 

In that letter, he wrote: “We need to get this done before 
the October European Council. This Government wants 
to get a deal, as I am sure we all do. If we cannot reach 
one, it would represent a failure of statecraft for which we 
would all be responsible. Our predecessors have tackled 
harder problems: we can surely solve this one.” 

The letter then outlined the UK proposals for provisions 
to replace the “so-called backstop” and stressed that it 
“acted as a bridge to a proposed future relationship with 
the EU in which the UK would be closely integrated 
with EU customs arrangements and would align with EU 
laws in many areas. That future relationship is not the 
goal of the current UK Government. The Government 
intends that the future relationship should be based on 
a Free Trade Agreement […] in these circumstances the 
proposed ‘backstop’ is a bridge to nowhere.”

The letter concluded: “I hope that these proposals can 
now provide the basis for rapid negotiations towards 
a solution, together with a finalisation of the necessary 
changes to the Political Declaration reflecting the goal of 
a comprehensive Free Trade Agreement so that an Article 
50 agreement can be reached and the UK can leave the EU 
in an orderly fashion on 31 October. This will allow us to 
focus on the positive future relationship that I believe is in 
all of our interests.” 

UK Explanatory Note

The Prime Minister’s letter was accompanied by a seven-
page Explanatory Note and an initially confidential legal 
paper. The Explanatory Note set out details of an amended 
protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland. The Note said that 
the proposed Protocol would: 

a. be based first and foremost on our commitment 
to find solutions which are compatible with the 
Belfast (Good Friday) Agreement, the fundamental 
basis for governance in Northern Ireland; 

b. confirm our commitment to long-standing 
areas of UK / Ireland collaboration, including 
those provided for in the Belfast (Good Friday) 
Agreement, but also others, in some cases predating 
the European Union: the Common Travel Area, the 
rights of all those living in Northern Ireland, and 
North / South cooperation; 

c. provide for the creation of an all-island regulatory 
zone on the island of Ireland, covering not just 
sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) and agri-food 
rules but all goods, thus eliminating regulatory 
checks for trade in goods between Northern Ireland 
and Ireland; 

d. make this regulatory zone dependent on the 
consent of those who live under it, through the 
Northern Ireland institutions; 

e. ensure that Northern Ireland will be fully part 
of the UK customs territory, not the EU customs 
territory, after the end of the transition period, with 
all customs processes necessary to ensure compliance 
with the UK and EU customs regimes taking 
place electronically, and with the small number of 
physical checks needed conducted at traders’ premises 
or other points on the supply chain. This should be 
coupled with a firm commitment (by both parties) 
never to conduct checks at the border in future.

The Note concluded that “Taken together these measures 
correspond to the core aims put forward by both the UK 
and EU. It is, as such, a proposal for an agreement which 
should be acceptable to both sides.”   

As an independent forum, the Institute does not express any opinions of its own. The views expressed in the article are the sole 
responsibility of the author.
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Prime Minister Johnson Addressed the House of 
Commons, 3 October 2019.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson introduced the Government 
proposals to the House of Commons, dealing with 
questions and comments in a two-hour session. He 
highlighted that it is “this Government’s objective […] to 
leave with a deal” and said that his proposals, which he 
described as “constructive and reasonable” show the UK’s 
“seriousness of purpose”. He acknowledged that “they do 
not deliver everything we would have wished” but said 
that they do represent a compromise. He described them 
as “a genuine attempt to bridge the chasm, to reconcile 
the apparently irreconcilable, and to go the extra mile as 
time runs short.”

He discussed the role of Parliament in the events leading 
to the current situation, highlighting that while “this 
House promised to respect the referendum before the 
vote” and “voted to trigger Article 50 and has voted 
repeatedly to leave”, it also voted three times against the 
previous Withdrawal Agreement and “for repeated delay”. 
His conclusion from this was that “there can be no path 
to a deal except by reopening the Withdrawal Agreement 
and replacing the so-called backstop.”

The Prime Minister emphasised that “all our actions are 
based on our shared determination to sustain the Belfast 
(Good Friday) Agreement […] the protection of which is 
the highest priority of all.” The second principle on which 
the proposals were made, the Mr Johnson added, is “that 
we shall of course uphold all the longstanding areas of 
cooperation between the UK and our friends in Ireland, 
including the rights of all those living in Northern Ireland, 
North/South cooperation and the Common Travel Area, 
which predates both the Good Friday Agreement and the 
European Union itself.”

On the proposals themselves, Boris Johnson said that:

It has always been a point of principle for this 
government that at the end of the transition period, 
the UK should leave the EU Customs Union whole 

and entire restoring sovereign control over our trade 
policy and opening the way for free trade deals 
with all our friends around the world. That is a 
fundamental point for us. 

This Government have moved; our proposals do 
represent a compromise; and I hope that the House 
can now come together in the national interest 
behind this new deal to open a new chapter of 
friendship with our European neighbours and move 
on to our domestic priorities, including education, 
infrastructure and our NHS. Let us seize this 
moment to honour our overriding promise to the 
British people, respect Brexit and get Brexit done.

The Opposition leader, Jeremy Corbyn, responded to Mr 
Johnson’s statement, dismissing the proposals as creating 
the conditions for a worse deal than that which had 
previously been rejected by Parliament: 

What we have before us is a rehashed version of 
previously rejected proposals that would put the 
Good Friday Agreement at risk and trigger a race 
to the bottom on rights and protections for workers, 
consumers and our precious environment. These 
proposals would lead to an even worse deal than 
that agreed by the former Prime Minister. 

The Prime Minister signed up to the backstop in 
Cabinet, and as a back bencher he voted for the 
withdrawal agreement. His letter to the President 
of the Commission yesterday claims that both are 
now unacceptable, so perhaps he can tell us what 
has changed. Why did he support the agreement 
then but oppose it now?  The truth is that after 
three years this Government still have not found an 
answer to solving the issue of the Irish border and 
the Good Friday agreement. Where once they were 
committed to having no border in Ireland, they 
now propose two borders in Ireland, ripping up the 
UK-EU joint report from December 2017.

A notable contribution to the Commons debate was that 
of the independent Unionist MP, Lady Sylvia Herman, 
who questioned the Prime Minister’s understanding of 
the complex situation in Northern Ireland: 

The Prime Minister’s proposals prove quite clearly 
that he does not understand Northern Ireland. 
While he seems to be perfectly happy to dance to 
the tune of his friends in the Democratic Unionist 

As an independent forum, the Institute does not express any opinions of its own. The views expressed in the article are the sole 
responsibility of the author.
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Party, he forgets, or chooses to ignore, the fact—and 
it is a fact—that the DUP does not represent the 
majority of people in Northern Ireland. The DUP 
campaigned for leave, along with the right hon. 
Gentleman, but the majority of people in Northern 
Ireland voted remain. The majority of people in 
Northern Ireland will be extremely concerned 
by the proposals that he tabled yesterday and has 
spoken about today, which introduce two borders 
in Northern Ireland.

I remind the Prime Minister that the people in 
Northern Ireland certainly do not want the UK 
to leave the EU without a deal. What people in 
Northern Ireland really want, all of them, is to 
continue to enjoy the peace and stability delivered 
by the Belfast/Good Friday agreement. 

EU Responses

Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker spoke to 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson about the UK Government 
proposals. The President welcomed the Prime Minister’s 
commitment to make progress towards a deal ahead of 
the October European Council. He acknowledged the 
positive advances, notably with regards to full regulatory 
alignment for all goods, but also noted that there are still 
some problematic points that will need further work in 
the coming days, notably with regards to the governance 
of the backstop. The delicate balance struck by the Good 
Friday Agreement must be preserved. The Commission 
insisted that there must be a legally operational solution 
meeting all the objectives of the backstop. For this reason, 
further discussions with the United Kingdom’s negotiators 
are needed. The Commission would immediately examine 
the legal text objectively “in the light of our well-known 
criteria.” 

Speaking to the Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar, President 
Juncker confirmed that while the UK has made some 
progress, a number of problematic points remain in the 
proposal, on which further work is needed. He reiterated 
that an agreement must have a legally operational solution 
now and cannot be based on untried arrangements that 
would be left to negotiation during the transition period. 

For this reason, further discussions with the United 
Kingdom’s negotiators are needed.   

Irish Government Responses

Taoiseach Leo Varadkar spoke to Prime Minister Johnson 
on 2 October. He told Mr Johnson that the UK proposals 
do not fully meet the agreed objectives of the backstop. 
The Taoiseach indicated that he would study them in 
further detail and would consult with the EU institutions. 
He said he wanted to see a deal agreed and ratified. 

The Taoiseach Leo Varadkar spoke to European 
Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker and 
European Council President Donald Tusk on 3 October 
and reassured both Presidents of Ireland’s commitment to 
protecting the EU Single Market and Customs Union, 
as well as protecting the Good Friday Agreement and 
avoiding a hard border. 

Leo Varadkar told Presidents Juncker and Tusk that 
he welcomed the fact that the Prime Minister had put 
forward proposals as a basis for further discussion, but 
that major issues remain, especially on customs, and on 
consent and democracy in Northern Ireland.

Speaking in Stockholm after a meeting with Swedish 
Prime Minister Stefan Lofven, the Taoiseach identified five 
ways in which the Brexit border issue could be resolved: a 
united Ireland; Ireland re-joining the UK; the UK staying 
in the EU; the UK staying in the EU Customs Union 
and Single Market; and the backstop. Four of those five 
options – excluding Ireland re-joining the UK – would 
be acceptable. 

Tánaiste in Dáil Eireann

Tánaiste Simon Coveney addressed the UK proposals in 
response to Questions in Dáil Eireann on 3 October 2019, 
saying that Ireland regards the UK’s proposal as serious, 
and that Ireland and the EU are treating it as such. He 
said that “that is why the response will be a cautious one, 

As an independent forum, the Institute does not express any opinions of its own. The views expressed in the article are the sole 
responsibility of the author.
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until we have had the opportunity to study the detail of 
the three documents […] the letter to President Juncker, 
the detailed explanatory memorandum and the legal 
text which has been given to Mr. Barnier’s taskforce for 
consideration”. The Tánaiste continued by saying that 
there are some positives in the proposal and consistencies 
with the backstop, including “full regulatory alignment 
for goods and agrifood products on the island of Ireland.” 

However, he continued to outline that there would 
be problems with “a whole series of technical issues” 
which would “need to be the subject of discussion and 
negotiation”. He identified “two significant problems 
with this proposal” which he said were “very clear from 
the outset.” One of these is “in relation to customs. If 
one is insisting on Northern Ireland being in a separate 
customs territory from the rest of the island of Ireland, 
then despite this paper saying that the British Government 
wants to try to avoid customs checks, it raises the prospect 
of customs checks somewhere, not just in premises and 
businesses.” The Tánaiste said that “we believe this will be 
a real problem.”

He outlined a second significant issue: “whether and 
how an Executive in Northern Ireland could be given a 
consultative role in how these proposals would take effect. 
We cannot support any proposals that suggests that one 
party, or a minority in Northern Ireland could make the 
decisions for the majority in terms of how these proposals 
would be implemented in the future.” The Tánaiste said 
that this is not something Ireland could support as part 
of any final deal, as it would not be consistent with the 
principles of the Good Friday Agreement.

European Parliament Steering Group Statement

On 3 October 2019, following a debrief by Michel Barnier 
on the UK’s latest proposals, the European Parliament 
Brexit Steering Group published a Statement in response 
to the UK Government proposals. The statement said that 
the Steering Group could not find that the last minute 
proposals of the UK Government in their current form 
“represent a basis for an agreement to which the European 

Parliament could give consent.” The statement said that 
the proposals “do not address the real issues that need to 
be resolved if the backstop were to be removed, namely 
the all-island economy, the full respect of the Good 
Friday Agreement and the integrity of the Single Market.” 
The statement raised concerns with three aspects of the 
proposals:

First, the UK proposals on customs and on regulatory 
aspects explicitly provide for infrastructure, controls 
and checks but are unclear as to exactly where and 
how these would be carried out. Any form of controls 
and checks in and around the border would signify 
the end of frictionless trade and as such would harm 
the all-island economy as well as represent a serious 
risk to the peace process, and could imply a serious 
risk for consumers and businesses. The proposals 
tabled by the UK Government thus breach a range 
of fundamental principles and red lines passed in 
the resolutions of this house. At the same time, such 
controls would not be sufficient to guarantee the 
protection of EU consumers and businesses in all 
circumstances, thereby potentially leaving the EU 
with a significant hole in its Single Market. 

Second, the UK proposals would operationally only 
be worked out in detail by the EU and the UK, 
or in the UK unilaterally, during the fourteen-
month transition period. This does not provide the 
necessary certainty or fulfil the agreed principles in 
the Withdrawal Agreement. This would mean the 
European Parliament would have to give consent to 
the Protocol without knowing its full implications, 
nor having any guarantee as to its legal operation. 
This is unacceptable. 

Third, the right of consent being offered to the 
Northern Irish Assembly effectively makes an 
agreement contingent, uncertain, provisional 
and unilateral decision, instead of the safety net 
provided for by the backstop. Furthermore, the 
Northern Irish Assembly has not sat for nearly three 
years and it is questionable whether it would be 
able to reconvene and take on the responsibility for 
an international treaty of this nature. In summary, 
the BSG has grave concerns about the UK prop.

The statement concluded that “the UK proposals do 
not match even remotely what was agreed as a sufficient 
compromise in the backstop. And highlighted “grave 
concerns” about the UK proposal, emphasising that 

As an independent forum, the Institute does not express any opinions of its own. The views expressed in the article are the sole 
responsibility of the author.
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“safeguarding peace and stability on the island of Ireland, 
protection of citizens and EU’s legal order has to be the 
main focus of any deal.” 

Section Two: The Evolving Debate

Labour Party Conference

Delegates at the Labour Party Conference in Brighton 
adopted a policy position on Brexit following a long 
and sometimes confused debate. The agreed position, 
based on a draft plan put forward by party leader Jeremy 
Corbyn, provides that a Labour Government would 
negotiate a new deal with the EU within three months 
and put the terms of the deal to voters in a referendum 
with the choice between acceptance and remaining in the 
EU. The Conference reiterated the party’s total opposition 
to a no-deal Brexit.  

Irish Government Activity

Government Brexit updates give details of Government 
initiatives, nationally and in conjunction with the EU, in 
preparation for the possibility that the UK fails to agree a 
deal for their departure from the EU on 31 October.  

Thousands of UK licence holders residing in Ireland have 
been urged to exchange their licences in advance of Brexit. 
The Data Protection Commission has produced a ‘Know 
Your Data’ podcast explaining what Brexit will mean for 
organisations that transfer personal data from Ireland to 
the UK. A Construction Industry Stakeholder Forum and 
free seminars on ‘Practical Steps to Keep Agri-food Trade 
Moving’ have taken place. Brexit Consultation Clinics 
are scheduled for Local Enterprise Offices. Bord Bia is 
providing Customs Readiness Training. 

PSNI Chief Constable on border security

The Chief Constable of the PSNI, Simon Byrne, has 
informed Prime Minister Boris Johnson that the police 
force will not staff any form of border security after Brexit. 
“We are clearly there to facilitate normality and day-to-

day policing, but not to carry out custom checks and the 
function of other agencies in whatever proposal is or isn’t 
agreed in the next few weeks and indeed I have taken legal 
advice on that basis to confirm to me the independence of 
the office of chief constable and the duties I have to make 
sure that police officers are used for legitimate policing 
purpose.”

Enda Kenny on Brexit 

The former Taoiseach, Enda Kenny, speaking at a book 
launch in Dublin, questioned whether the British 
government “know what they want”. Referring to an 
acceptance that there would be no changes to the Good 
Friday Agreement or any return to a hard border on the 
island, he commented “That was accepted and understood 
by David Cameron, accepted and understood by Theresa 
May, accepted and understood by her government but 
not by the House of Commons, in which sovereignty is 
vested. That exposes a different legal argument about how 
far you can take that sovereignty […]”

Enda Kenny further argued that “there is an intensity of 
negotiation and discussion going on about this. We know 
what we want. Does everybody else know what they 
want?” 

Section Three: Background Material and   
Further Reading

Background Material

HM Government   Letter from Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson to Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker, 
2 October 2019. 

HM Government   Explanatory Note on UK Proposals 
for  an Amended Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland, 
2 October 2019. https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/
government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/
file/836116/Explanatory_Note_Accessible.pdf    
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www.gov.ie/en/news/a14f2f-statement-by-an-taoiseach-
following-a-call-with-the-uk-prime-ministe/
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Gov.UK   Prime Minister meeting with Taoiseach Varadkar: 
24 September 2019.  https://www.gov.uk/government/news/
pm-meeting-with-taoiseach-varadkar-24-september-2019. 

The Guardian   ‘We cannot change what we are’: Michel 
Barnier stares down Tory threats. Guardian, 5 October 2019.  
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/oct/05/barnier-
joins-brexit-blame-game 

The Guardian   Brexit: dismay in Brussels as Boris Johnson 
finally reveals plan. Guardian, 3 October 2019. https://www.
thegurdian.com/politics/2019/oct/02/boris-johnson-unveils-
brexit-plan-for-alternative-to-backstop 

The Telegraph   Boris Johnson pins his hopes on Hungary 
veto for Brexit delay.  Telegraph, 5 October 2019.  
Telegraph, 5 October 2019.  https://www.telegraph.co.uk/
politics/2019/10/04/boris-johnson-pins-hope-hungary-veto-
brexit-delay 

RTE    Johnson promises ‘good solution’ to border issue in 
formal proposals.  RTE, 1 October 2019.  https://www.rte.ie/
news/brexit-countdown/2019/1001/1079324-boris-johnson 

Financial Times   Johnson to ‘know by weekend’ whether he 
has chance of Brexit deal.  FT,  1 October 2019.  https://www.
ft.com/content/00f57ea2-e3b0-11e9-9743-db5a370481bc 

Financial Times Johnson ‘will seek Brexit extension’ if no 
deal by October 19.  FT. 5 October 2019.  https://www.
ft.com/content/01572204-e6a0-11e9-9743-db5a370481bc 

RTE   PSNI will not staff border security- chief constable.  
RTE, 4 October 2019.  https://www.rte.ie/news/brexit-
countdown/2019/1004/1081014-psni-border 

As an independent forum, the Institute does not express any opinions of its own. The views expressed in the article are the sole 
responsibility of the author.

BREXIT BRIEF 072 | OCT 2019

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-10-03/debates/585F872D-9372-4448-A32F-5CEC0FD49FB7/BrexitNegotiations
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-10-03/debates/585F872D-9372-4448-A32F-5CEC0FD49FB7/BrexitNegotiations
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-10-03/debates/585F872D-9372-4448-A32F-5CEC0FD49FB7/BrexitNegotiations
http://www.epgencms.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/upload/e6367ae2-9760-471c-9b40-b241c0486605/Statement_Brexit_Steering_Group_3_October_2019.pdf
http://www.epgencms.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/upload/e6367ae2-9760-471c-9b40-b241c0486605/Statement_Brexit_Steering_Group_3_October_2019.pdf
http://www.epgencms.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/upload/e6367ae2-9760-471c-9b40-b241c0486605/Statement_Brexit_Steering_Group_3_October_2019.pdf
http://www.epgencms.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/upload/e6367ae2-9760-471c-9b40-b241c0486605/Statement_Brexit_Steering_Group_3_October_2019.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/STATEMENT_19_5978
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/STATEMENT_19_5978
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/STATEMENT_19_5997
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/STATEMENT_19_5997
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/debate/dail/2019-10-03/15
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/debate/dail/2019-10-03/15
https://www.gov.ie/en/news/a14f2f-statement-by-an-taoiseach-following-a-call-with-the-uk-prime-ministe/
https://www.gov.ie/en/news/a14f2f-statement-by-an-taoiseach-following-a-call-with-the-uk-prime-ministe/
https://www.gov.ie/en/news/a14f2f-statement-by-an-taoiseach-following-a-call-with-the-uk-prime-ministe/
https://merrionstreet.ie/en/News-Room/News/Taoiseach_speaks_to_Presidents_Juncker_and_Tusk.htm
https://merrionstreet.ie/en/News-Room/News/Taoiseach_speaks_to_Presidents_Juncker_and_Tusk.htm
https://merrionstreet.ie/en/News-Room/News/Taoiseach_speaks_to_Presidents_Juncker_and_Tusk.htm
https://www.independent.ie/business/brexit/leo-varadkar-says-he-doesnt-understand-parts-of-boris-johnsons-brexit-plan-38559684.html 
https://www.independent.ie/business/brexit/leo-varadkar-says-he-doesnt-understand-parts-of-boris-johnsons-brexit-plan-38559684.html 
https://www.independent.ie/business/brexit/leo-varadkar-says-he-doesnt-understand-parts-of-boris-johnsons-brexit-plan-38559684.html 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-09-25/debates/AD2A07E5-9741-4EBA-997A-97776F80AA38/PrimeMinisterSUpdate
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-09-25/debates/AD2A07E5-9741-4EBA-997A-97776F80AA38/PrimeMinisterSUpdate
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-09-25/debates/AD2A07E5-9741-4EBA-997A-97776F80AA38/PrimeMinisterSUpdate
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meeting-with-taoiseach-varadkar-24-september-2019.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meeting-with-taoiseach-varadkar-24-september-2019.
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/oct/05/barnier-joins-brexit-blame-game
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/oct/05/barnier-joins-brexit-blame-game
https://www.thegurdian.com/politics/2019/oct/02/boris-johnson-unveils-brexit-plan-for-alternative-to-backstop
https://www.thegurdian.com/politics/2019/oct/02/boris-johnson-unveils-brexit-plan-for-alternative-to-backstop
https://www.thegurdian.com/politics/2019/oct/02/boris-johnson-unveils-brexit-plan-for-alternative-to-backstop
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2019/10/04/boris-johnson-pins-hope-hungary-veto-brexit-delay
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2019/10/04/boris-johnson-pins-hope-hungary-veto-brexit-delay
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2019/10/04/boris-johnson-pins-hope-hungary-veto-brexit-delay
https://www.rte.ie/news/brexit-countdown/2019/1001/1079324-boris-johnson
https://www.rte.ie/news/brexit-countdown/2019/1001/1079324-boris-johnson
https://www.ft.com/content/00f57ea2-e3b0-11e9-9743-db5a370481bc
https://www.ft.com/content/00f57ea2-e3b0-11e9-9743-db5a370481bc
https://www.ft.com/content/01572204-e6a0-11e9-9743-db5a370481bc
https://www.ft.com/content/01572204-e6a0-11e9-9743-db5a370481bc
https://www.rte.ie/news/brexit-countdown/2019/1004/1081014-psni-border
https://www.rte.ie/news/brexit-countdown/2019/1004/1081014-psni-border


BREXIT
BR IEF

As an independent forum, the Institute does not express any opinions of its own. The views expressed in the article are the sole 
responsibility of the author.

Philip Stephens   What Boris Johnson really wants out 
of Brexit.  FT, 3 October 2019. https://www.ft,com/
content/3398129c-e4ec-11e9-9743-db5a370481bc  

BBC   Supreme Court: Suspending Parliament was 
unlawful, judges rule.  BBC, 24 September 2019.  https://
www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-49810261 

Politico   What UK Supreme Court ruling means for 
Brexit.  Politico, 24 September 2019. https://www.politico.
eu/article/uk-supteme-court-means-brexit

Financial Times   What happens next after the Supreme 
Court ruling?  FT, 25 September 2019.  https://www.
ft.com/content/2869c4f4-decc-11e9-9743-db5a370481bc 

Financial Times   Humiliated Johnson’s Brexit plan in 
disarray after explosive judgment. FT, 25 September 2019.  
https://www.ft.com/content/2a2f2f6c-ded7-11e9-9743-
db5a370481bc

RTE   DUP ‘doesn’t speak for whole of Northern Ireland’ 
says former NI secretary. RTE, 4 October 2019. https://
www.rte.ie/news/brexit/2019/1004/1081046-brexit 

Philip Stephens   Britain needs another Brexit extension.  
FT, 26 September 2019. https://www.ft.com/content/
a674ce12-df9d-11e9-9743-db5a370481bc  

RTE   Why Boris Johnson could still turn this latest defeat 
into victory. RTE, 24 September 2019.  https://www.rte.
ie/brainstorm/2019/0924/1077876-boris-johnson-could-
still-turn-this-latest-defeat-into-victory 

Andrew Rawnsley   Boris Johnson seeks to divide 
and conquer with his incendiary rhetoric. Guardian, 
29 September 2019. https://www.theguardian.com/
commentisfree/2019/sep/29/boris-johnson-seeks-to-
divide-conquer-with-incendiary-rhetoric    

BBC   Commons ‘bear pit’ condemned by JO Cox’s 
husband.  BBC, 26 September 2019. https://www.bbc.
com/news/uk-politics-49834301 

Financial Times   Boris Johnson lays ground for ‘people 
vs parliament’ election.  FT, 26 September 2019.  https://
www.ft.com/content/5cd109c6-df82-11e9-9743-
db5a370481bc 

The Guardian   PM’s divisive ‘surrender bill’ phrase is 
neither careless nor casual.  Guardian, 27 September 
2019.  https://theguardian.com/politics/2019/sep/26/pms-
divisive-surrender-bill-phrase-neither-careless-nor-casual  

BBC   Brexit talks resume amid growing EU pessimism 
over new deal.  BBC, 27 September 2019.  https://www.
bbc.com/news/uk-politics-49847577 

Irish Times   Britain will be responsible if there is a 
no-deal Brexit says Juncker. IT, 27 September 2019.  
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/europe/britain-
will-be-responsible-if-there-is-a-no-deal-brexit-says-
juncker-1.4032236 

RTE   UK yet to provide ‘legal and operational’ proposals- 
Barnier.  RTE, 26 September 2019.   https://www.rte.ie/
news/2019/0926/1078306-brexit-barnier 

The Guardian   Michel Barnier: Boris Johnson’s behaviour 
has ‘limited the chance’ of a Brexit deal.  Guardian, 
29 September 2019.  https://www.theguardian.com/
politics/2019/sep/28/michel-barnier-boris-johnson-
polarising-behaviour-brexit-deal  

RTE   UK can leave EU on 31 October without a deal 
– Javid.  RTE, 30 September 2019. https://www.rte.ie/
news/2019/0930/1079056-brexit   

The Guardian   Europe isn’t the enemy – demonising us 
is undermining Britain.  Guardian, 30 September 2019.  
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/
sep/29/europe-isnt-enemy-undermining-britain-tories-
nasty-party 

Financial Times   UK lacks leadership to sort Brexit, 
says Finnish PM.  FT, 30 September 2019.  https://www.
ft.com/content/1c2224ec-e2a6-11e9-b112-9624ec9edc59  

BREXIT BRIEF 072 | OCT 2019

https://www.ft,com/content/3398129c-e4ec-11e9-9743-db5a370481bc
https://www.ft,com/content/3398129c-e4ec-11e9-9743-db5a370481bc
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-49810261
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-49810261
https://www.politico.eu/article/uk-supteme-court-means-brexit
https://www.politico.eu/article/uk-supteme-court-means-brexit
https://www.ft.com/content/2869c4f4-decc-11e9-9743-db5a370481bc
https://www.ft.com/content/2869c4f4-decc-11e9-9743-db5a370481bc
https://www.ft.com/content/2a2f2f6c-ded7-11e9-9743-db5a370481bc
https://www.ft.com/content/2a2f2f6c-ded7-11e9-9743-db5a370481bc
https://www.rte.ie/news/brexit/2019/1004/1081046-brexit
https://www.rte.ie/news/brexit/2019/1004/1081046-brexit
https://www.ft.com/content/a674ce12-df9d-11e9-9743-db5a370481bc
https://www.ft.com/content/a674ce12-df9d-11e9-9743-db5a370481bc
https://www.rte.ie/brainstorm/2019/0924/1077876-boris-johnson-could-still-turn-this-latest-defeat-into-victory
https://www.rte.ie/brainstorm/2019/0924/1077876-boris-johnson-could-still-turn-this-latest-defeat-into-victory
https://www.rte.ie/brainstorm/2019/0924/1077876-boris-johnson-could-still-turn-this-latest-defeat-into-victory
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/sep/29/boris-johnson-seeks-to-divide-conquer-with-incendiary-rhetoric
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/sep/29/boris-johnson-seeks-to-divide-conquer-with-incendiary-rhetoric
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/sep/29/boris-johnson-seeks-to-divide-conquer-with-incendiary-rhetoric
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-49834301
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-49834301
https://www.ft.com/content/5cd109c6-df82-11e9-9743-db5a370481bc
https://www.ft.com/content/5cd109c6-df82-11e9-9743-db5a370481bc
https://www.ft.com/content/5cd109c6-df82-11e9-9743-db5a370481bc
https://theguardian.com/politics/2019/sep/26/pms-divisive-surrender-bill-phrase-neither-careless-nor-casual
https://theguardian.com/politics/2019/sep/26/pms-divisive-surrender-bill-phrase-neither-careless-nor-casual
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-49847577
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-49847577
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/europe/britain-will-be-responsible-if-there-is-a-no-deal-brexit-says-juncker-1.4032236
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/europe/britain-will-be-responsible-if-there-is-a-no-deal-brexit-says-juncker-1.4032236
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/europe/britain-will-be-responsible-if-there-is-a-no-deal-brexit-says-juncker-1.4032236
https://www.rte.ie/news/2019/0926/1078306-brexit-barnier
https://www.rte.ie/news/2019/0926/1078306-brexit-barnier
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/sep/28/michel-barnier-boris-johnson-polarising-behaviour-brexit-deal
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/sep/28/michel-barnier-boris-johnson-polarising-behaviour-brexit-deal
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/sep/28/michel-barnier-boris-johnson-polarising-behaviour-brexit-deal
https://www.rte.ie/news/2019/0930/1079056-brexit
https://www.rte.ie/news/2019/0930/1079056-brexit
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/sep/29/europe-isnt-enemy-undermining-britain-tories-nasty-party
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/sep/29/europe-isnt-enemy-undermining-britain-tories-nasty-party
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/sep/29/europe-isnt-enemy-undermining-britain-tories-nasty-party
https://www.ft.com/content/1c2224ec-e2a6-11e9-b112-9624ec9edc59
https://www.ft.com/content/1c2224ec-e2a6-11e9-b112-9624ec9edc59


BREXIT
BR IEF

BBC   Labour: Corbyn wins party backing in crunch Brexit 
vote.  BBC, 27 September 2019. https://www.bbc.com/
news/uk-politics-49789938 

Centre for European Reform   Choppy waters ahead for 
EU trade policy.  CER, 30 September 2019. https://www.
cer.eu/publications/archive/bulletin-article/2019/choppy-
waters-ahead-eu-trade-policy

Politico   Keir Starmer eyes anti-Brexit long game.  Politico, 
26 September 2019.  https://www.politico.eu/article/keir-
starmer-disappointed-by-labours-rejection-of-firm-remain-
stance 

Politico   Jeremy Corbyn’s lofty neutrality on Brexit.  
Politico, 26 September 2019. https://www.politico.eu/
article/jeremy-corbyn-brexit-lofty-neutrality 

European Council on Foreign Relations   Trick or treat? 
French and German views on ‘Brextension’,   ECFR, 
17 September 2019.  https://www.ecfr.eu/article/
commentary_trick_or_treat_french_and_german_views_
on_brextension

Financial Times   UK business groups fear repercussions 
if they criticise no-deal Brexit.  FT, 24 September 2019.  
https://www.ft.com/content/ceeb4f7c-dbd0-11e9-8f9b-
77216ebe1f17 

Financial Times   Civil service chief says Brexit is 
‘unsettling’ Whitehall.  FT, I October 2019.  https://www.
ft.com/content/358577c8-e3a9-11e9-b112-9624ec9edc59 

Government of Ireland   Government Brexit Updates, 
24 September 2019 and 1 October 2019.  https://www.
gov.ie/brexit 

Irish Times   The Irish Times view on the UK’s Brexit 
proposals: unrealistic and unworkable. IT, 3 October 
2019.  https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/editorial/the-
irish-times-view-on-the-uk-s-brexit-proposals-unrealistic-
and-unworkable-1.4038032 

Irish Times   Brexit deal hopes fade as DUP rules out 
concessions.  IT, 30 September 2019. https://www.
irishtimes.com/news/p[olitics/brexit-deal-hopes-fade-as-
dup-rules-out-concessions-1.4034534 

Bobby McDonagh   David Cameron made historic 
errors, but he understood Ireland. IT, 30 September 
2019.  https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/david-
cameron-made-historic-errors-but-he-understood-
ireland-1.4034346 

Tony Connelly   Boris Johnson, a diminished figure in 
EU eyes.  RTE, 24 September 2019. https://www.rte.
ie/news/analysis-and-comment/2019/0924/1077970-
brexit-supreme-court-connelly 

Tony Connelly   Brexit: The sound and fury, and Boris 
Johnson’s choices.  RTE, 28 September 2019.  https://www.
rte.ie/news/analysis-and-comment/2019/0927/1078626-
brexit-supreme-court 

Tony Connelly   ‘Cautious’ response in Europe to UK 
Brexit proposals.  IT, 3 October 2019. https://www.rte.ie/
news/2019/1002/1080724-brexit-analysis-uk-offer  

Tony Connelly   Johnson’s Brexit plan: Why customs could 
be the deal breaker.  IT, 5 October 2019. https://www.
rte.ie/news/analysis-and-comment/2019/1005/1081246-
tony-connelly-brexit 

RTE   Friday a ‘reasonable’ deadline for Brexit proposals 
– Varadkar.  RTE, 6 October 2019. https://www.rte.ie/
news/brexit/2019/1005/1081317-brexit-proposals-talks  

Irish Times   Enda Kenny questions whether British 
‘know what they want’.  IT, 4 October 2019.  https://www.
irishtimes.com/news/politics/enda-kenny-questions-
whether-british-know-what-they-want-1.4039514

Tommie Gorman   UK non-paper amounts to a political 
non-runner.  RTE, 1 October 2019. https://www.rte.
ie/news/brexit-countdown/2019/1001/1079298-non-
paper_non-runner

As an independent forum, the Institute does not express any opinions of its own. The views expressed in the article are the sole 
responsibility of the author.

BREXIT BRIEF 072 | OCT 2019

https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-49789938
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-49789938
https://www.cer.eu/publications/archive/bulletin-article/2019/choppy-waters-ahead-eu-trade-policy
https://www.cer.eu/publications/archive/bulletin-article/2019/choppy-waters-ahead-eu-trade-policy
https://www.cer.eu/publications/archive/bulletin-article/2019/choppy-waters-ahead-eu-trade-policy
https://www.politico.eu/article/keir-starmer-disappointed-by-labours-rejection-of-firm-remain-stance
https://www.politico.eu/article/keir-starmer-disappointed-by-labours-rejection-of-firm-remain-stance
https://www.politico.eu/article/keir-starmer-disappointed-by-labours-rejection-of-firm-remain-stance
https://www.politico.eu/article/jeremy-corbyn-brexit-lofty-neutrality
https://www.politico.eu/article/jeremy-corbyn-brexit-lofty-neutrality
https://www.ecfr.eu/article/commentary_trick_or_treat_french_and_german_views_on_brextension
https://www.ecfr.eu/article/commentary_trick_or_treat_french_and_german_views_on_brextension
https://www.ecfr.eu/article/commentary_trick_or_treat_french_and_german_views_on_brextension
https://www.ft.com/content/ceeb4f7c-dbd0-11e9-8f9b-77216ebe1f17
https://www.ft.com/content/ceeb4f7c-dbd0-11e9-8f9b-77216ebe1f17
https://www.ft.com/content/358577c8-e3a9-11e9-b112-9624ec9edc59
https://www.ft.com/content/358577c8-e3a9-11e9-b112-9624ec9edc59
https://www.gov.ie/brexit
https://www.gov.ie/brexit
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/editorial/the-irish-times-view-on-the-uk-s-brexit-proposals-unrealistic-and-unworkable-1.4038032
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/editorial/the-irish-times-view-on-the-uk-s-brexit-proposals-unrealistic-and-unworkable-1.4038032
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/editorial/the-irish-times-view-on-the-uk-s-brexit-proposals-unrealistic-and-unworkable-1.4038032
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/p[olitics/brexit-deal-hopes-fade-as-dup-rules-out-concessions-1.4034534
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/p[olitics/brexit-deal-hopes-fade-as-dup-rules-out-concessions-1.4034534
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/p[olitics/brexit-deal-hopes-fade-as-dup-rules-out-concessions-1.4034534
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/david-cameron-made-historic-errors-but-he-understood-ireland-1.4034346
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/david-cameron-made-historic-errors-but-he-understood-ireland-1.4034346
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/david-cameron-made-historic-errors-but-he-understood-ireland-1.4034346
https://www.rte.ie/news/analysis-and-comment/2019/0924/1077970-brexit-supreme-court-connelly
https://www.rte.ie/news/analysis-and-comment/2019/0924/1077970-brexit-supreme-court-connelly
https://www.rte.ie/news/analysis-and-comment/2019/0924/1077970-brexit-supreme-court-connelly
https://www.rte.ie/news/analysis-and-comment/2019/0927/1078626-brexit-supreme-court
https://www.rte.ie/news/analysis-and-comment/2019/0927/1078626-brexit-supreme-court
https://www.rte.ie/news/analysis-and-comment/2019/0927/1078626-brexit-supreme-court
https://www.rte.ie/news/2019/1002/1080724-brexit-analysis-uk-offer
https://www.rte.ie/news/2019/1002/1080724-brexit-analysis-uk-offer
https://www.rte.ie/news/analysis-and-comment/2019/1005/1081246-tony-connelly-brexit
https://www.rte.ie/news/analysis-and-comment/2019/1005/1081246-tony-connelly-brexit
https://www.rte.ie/news/analysis-and-comment/2019/1005/1081246-tony-connelly-brexit
https://www.rte.ie/news/brexit/2019/1005/1081317-brexit-proposals-talks
https://www.rte.ie/news/brexit/2019/1005/1081317-brexit-proposals-talks
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/politics/enda-kenny-questions-whether-british-know-what-they-want-1.4039514
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/politics/enda-kenny-questions-whether-british-know-what-they-want-1.4039514
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/politics/enda-kenny-questions-whether-british-know-what-they-want-1.4039514
https://www.rte.ie/news/brexit-countdown/2019/1001/1079298-non-paper_non-runner
https://www.rte.ie/news/brexit-countdown/2019/1001/1079298-non-paper_non-runner
https://www.rte.ie/news/brexit-countdown/2019/1001/1079298-non-paper_non-runner


BREXIT
BR IEF

The Telegraph   Leo Varadkar accused of attempting 
to derail Brexit deal by claiming Britain wants to stay 
in the EU.    Telegraph, 4 October 2019.  https://www.
telegraph.co.uk/politics/2019/10/03/brexit-latest-news-
brexit-news-latest-deal-boris-johnson-northern 

Irish Times   Brexit: leaked proposals on Irish Border out-
of-date says Johnson.  IT, 1 October 2019.  https://www.
irishtimes.com/news/world/uk/brexit-leaked-proposals-
on-irish-border-out-of-date-says-johnson-1.4036023 

Financial Times   Johnson’s customs proposal falls flat 
along Ireland border. FT, 4 October 2019.  https://
www.ft.com/content/4cdbe99c-e5f8-11e9-9743-
db5a370481bc 

Irish Times   Brexit: Dublin and Brussels dismiss UK 
proposals for North.  IT, 1 October 2019.  https://www.
irishtimes.com/news/politics/brexit-dublin-and-brussels-
dismiss-uk-proposals-for-north-1.4036015 

Merrion Street   Tanaiste Simon Coveney meets Michel 
Barnier in Brussels.   Merrion Street, 27 September 2019.  
https://merrionstreet.ie/en/News/Tanaiste_Simon_
Coveney_meets_Michel_Barnier_in_Brussels.html

RTE   Govt. should consider supplementary Budget to 
respond to Brexit –ESRI.  RTE, 26 September 2019.   
https://www.rte.ie/news/2019/0926/1078273-esri-
budget-brexit 

RTE   David Murphy. Nobody knows the consequences 
of a no-deal Brexit.  RTE, 1 October 2019.  https://www.
rte.ie/news/brexit-countdown/2019/1001/1078983-
brexit-no-deal-analysis 

Irish Times   Arlene Foster holds the key to Brexit and the 
future of Europe.  IT, 23 September 2019.  https://www.
irishtimes.com/opinion/arlene-foster-holds-the-key-to-
brexit-and-the-future-of-europe-1.4027391 

The Telegraph   Why Boris Johnson’s ‘divide and 
rule’ approach to Ireland over Brexit is likely to fail.   
Telegraph, 24 September 2019.  https://www.telegraph.
co.uk/politics/2019/09/23/boris-johnsons-divide-rule-
approach-ireland-likely-fail 

Irish Times   Brexit: Dismay as North’s pro-remain 
voices are ignored.  IT, 5 October 2019. https://www.
irishtimes.com/news/social-affairs/religion-and-beliefs/
brexit-dismay-as-north-s-pro-remain-voices-are-
ignored-1.4040650  

Stephen Collins   Irish nationalism and unionism have 
paralysed Westminster.  IT, 27 September 2019.  https://
www.irishtimes.com/opinion/irish-nationalism-and-
unionism-have-paralysesd-westminister-1.4031557 

Irish Times   London saying Ireland will be under huge 
pressure to compromise on backstop. IT, 23 September 
2019.  https://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/
irish-news/london-saying-ireland-will-be-under-huge-
pressure-to-compromise-on-backstop-1.4026659   

Open Europe   New Report: Brexit and the Belfast 
(Good Friday) Agreement, 26 September 2019.  https://
openeurope.org.uk/today/blog/brexit-and-the-belfast-
good-friday-agreement-finding-a-way-through-the-
backstop-impasse

Further Reading

Hayward, Katy Irish Nationalism and European 
Integration. Manchester University Press.

As an independent forum, the Institute does not express any opinions of its own. The views expressed in the article are the sole 
responsibility of the author.

BREXIT BRIEF 072 | OCT 2019

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2019/10/03/brexit-latest-news-brexit-news-latest-deal-boris-johnson-northern
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2019/10/03/brexit-latest-news-brexit-news-latest-deal-boris-johnson-northern
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2019/10/03/brexit-latest-news-brexit-news-latest-deal-boris-johnson-northern
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/uk/brexit-leaked-proposals-on-irish-border-out-of-date-says-johnson-1.4036023
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/uk/brexit-leaked-proposals-on-irish-border-out-of-date-says-johnson-1.4036023
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/uk/brexit-leaked-proposals-on-irish-border-out-of-date-says-johnson-1.4036023
https://www.ft.com/content/4cdbe99c-e5f8-11e9-9743-db5a370481bc
https://www.ft.com/content/4cdbe99c-e5f8-11e9-9743-db5a370481bc
https://www.ft.com/content/4cdbe99c-e5f8-11e9-9743-db5a370481bc
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/politics/brexit-dublin-and-brussels-dismiss-uk-proposals-for-north-1.4036015
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/politics/brexit-dublin-and-brussels-dismiss-uk-proposals-for-north-1.4036015
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/politics/brexit-dublin-and-brussels-dismiss-uk-proposals-for-north-1.4036015
https://merrionstreet.ie/en/News/Tanaiste_Simon_Coveney_meets_Michel_Barnier_in_Brussels.html
https://merrionstreet.ie/en/News/Tanaiste_Simon_Coveney_meets_Michel_Barnier_in_Brussels.html
https://www.rte.ie/news/2019/0926/1078273-esri-budget-brexit 
https://www.rte.ie/news/2019/0926/1078273-esri-budget-brexit 
https://www.rte.ie/news/brexit-countdown/2019/1001/1078983-brexit-no-deal-analysis
https://www.rte.ie/news/brexit-countdown/2019/1001/1078983-brexit-no-deal-analysis
https://www.rte.ie/news/brexit-countdown/2019/1001/1078983-brexit-no-deal-analysis
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/arlene-foster-holds-the-key-to-brexit-and-the-future-of-europe-1.4027391
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/arlene-foster-holds-the-key-to-brexit-and-the-future-of-europe-1.4027391
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/arlene-foster-holds-the-key-to-brexit-and-the-future-of-europe-1.4027391
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2019/09/23/boris-johnsons-divide-rule-approach-ireland-likely-fail
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2019/09/23/boris-johnsons-divide-rule-approach-ireland-likely-fail
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2019/09/23/boris-johnsons-divide-rule-approach-ireland-likely-fail
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/social-affairs/religion-and-beliefs/brexit-dismay-as-north-s-pro-remain-voices-are-ignored-1.4040650
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/social-affairs/religion-and-beliefs/brexit-dismay-as-north-s-pro-remain-voices-are-ignored-1.4040650
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/social-affairs/religion-and-beliefs/brexit-dismay-as-north-s-pro-remain-voices-are-ignored-1.4040650
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/social-affairs/religion-and-beliefs/brexit-dismay-as-north-s-pro-remain-voices-are-ignored-1.4040650
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/irish-nationalism-and-unionism-have-paralysesd-westminister-1.4031557
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/irish-nationalism-and-unionism-have-paralysesd-westminister-1.4031557
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/irish-nationalism-and-unionism-have-paralysesd-westminister-1.4031557
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-news/london-saying-ireland-will-be-under-huge-pressure-to-compromise-on-backstop-1.4026659
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-news/london-saying-ireland-will-be-under-huge-pressure-to-compromise-on-backstop-1.4026659
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-news/london-saying-ireland-will-be-under-huge-pressure-to-compromise-on-backstop-1.4026659
https://openeurope.org.uk/today/blog/brexit-and-the-belfast-good-friday-agreement-finding-a-way-through-the-backstop-impasse
https://openeurope.org.uk/today/blog/brexit-and-the-belfast-good-friday-agreement-finding-a-way-through-the-backstop-impasse
https://openeurope.org.uk/today/blog/brexit-and-the-belfast-good-friday-agreement-finding-a-way-through-the-backstop-impasse
https://openeurope.org.uk/today/blog/brexit-and-the-belfast-good-friday-agreement-finding-a-way-through-the-backstop-impasse


The Institute of International and European Affairs, 

8 North Great Georges Street, Dublin 1, Ireland 

T: +353-1-8746756  F: +353-1-8786880 

E: reception@iiea.com  W: www. iiea.com

The Institute of International and European Affairs (IIEA) is Ireland’s leading international affairs think tank. Founded in 1991, its mission is to 
foster and shape political, policy and public discourse in order to broaden awareness of international and European issues in Ireland and contribute 
to more informed strategic decisions by political, business and civil society leaders.

The IIEA is independent of government and all political parties and is a not-for profit organisation with charitable status. In January 2017, the Global 
Go To Think Tank Index ranked the IIEA as Ireland’s top think tank.

© Institute of International and European Affairs, October 2019

Creative Commons License

This is a human-readable summary of (and not a substitute for) the license.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International (CC BY-NC-SA 4.0)

You are free to:

• Share - copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format

• Adapt - remix, transform, and build upon the material

• The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms.

Under the following terms:

Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. You may do so in any reasonable 
manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use.

NonCommercial — You may not use the material for commercial purposes.

ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original.

No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license 
permits.

                      The IIEA acknowledges the support of the Europe for Citizens Programme of the European Union


