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UACHTARÁN NA hÉIREANN 

PRESIDENT OF IRELAND 

 

 

 

 

May I send my best wishes to all those taking part in this most important event, marking the 

30th anniversary of the Institute of International and European Affairs. 

 

Across those thirty years, the Institute has provided an invaluable forum for the sharing of 

knowledge, ideas and skills that can influence policy at European and global levels. The 

Institute was, of course, founded on the vision of the late Brendan Halligan, my friend and 

former colleague, who described it as the culmination of his life’s work in the service of his 

country, and of his continent. His was a greatly generous and inclusive vision, bringing a 

diverse range of voices to the table, each playing their distinctive role in helping to shape and 

guide the direction of a new Europe. 

 

Brendan’s legacy is a remarkable one, which I hope will live on through the commitment and 

active involvement of a new generation of engaged citizens willing to become the thinkers, 

leaders and decision makers of the future.  

 

We are currently living through a greatly difficult and challenging time. It is a period of 

immense change, which calls us to interrogate the values on which our society is built. In 

doing so, we have been presented with a vital opportunity to think differently and 

audaciously as we begin to write a new chapter in the lives we share with each other and with 

our wider European family. 
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The hopes, concerns and vulnerabilities of our young people, and their proposals for the 

future of our country and of Europe, will be a critical element of such new thinking. I am 

delighted, therefore, to know that the Institute has given significant thought to how it might 

include our younger generation in your anniversary celebrations. 

 

A significant part of my early Presidency was my call to young people to “take charge of 

change” through my Being Young and Irish initiative. The real will that emerged amongst 

our young citizens to become consciously involved in directing change was powerful and 

inspiring. It was an encouraging reminder of how greatly fortunate we are in Ireland to have a 

large cohort of young people eager to become politically engaged,  using their collective 

voice to effect positive change.   

 

May I take this opportunity, therefore, to thank all those young people who have taken the 

opportunity to participate in the essay competition. I am deeply grateful to you for being not 

only generous and engaged members of our society, but also valuable role models for other 

young people. 

 

May I also thank all those who have been involved in organising this most important series of 

keynote lectures and panel discussions. I wish you a most fruitful week, and I congratulate 

the Institute as it marks its 30th anniversary. 

 

Go raibh míle maith agaibh go léir. 

 

 

Michael D. Higgins 

Uachtarán na hÉireann 

President of Ireland 


