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The EU27 Bulletin provides an update on institutional proposals, major policy speeches by EU leaders and 
decisions adopted by the EU institutions on a fortnightly basis. Each bulletin has a tripartite structure focusing 
on developments in the European Commission, the European Parliament and the Council respectively. It 
also includes a commentary on the response by the EU institutions to COVID-19 and looks ahead to what 
developments might emerge over the coming weeks. 

Developments in the European Commission 

While the Commission’s focus has been on short-term, emergency measures in recent weeks, attention in the Commission 
and indeed across the EU institutions has started to turn to Europe’s recovery. This shift in attention also comes as many 
of the measures proposed in recent weeks by the Commission have been approved by the Council and the European 
Parliament as co-legislators. This includes a revision of EU budgetary rules to allow Member States to access existing 
structural funds urgently and without provisions on co-financing or ceilings - the Corona Response Investment Initiative 
(CRII+). In addition to amendments to the EU budget for 2020 to fund initiatives such as the Fund for European Aid to the 
Most Deprived (FEAD), the Emergency Support Instrument (€2.7 billion) and increased financing for rescEU (€380 million). 
New rules were also approved to mitigate the impact of the virus on the fisheries sector and to delay the implementation 
of the new Medical Devices Regulation until 2021 to avoid delays in the provision of much needed medical devices. 

Roadmap presented on gradual phase out of containment measures

As some Member States begin to ease emergency restrictions necessitated by the coronavirus outbreak, on 15 April 2020 
the Commission President, Ursula von der Leyen, presented a European Roadmap to coordinate the lifting of restrictive 
measures, alongside the President of the European Council, Charles Michel. This Roadmap is the first element of the 
double mandate given to the Presidents of the Commission and the European Council, by the European Council on 26 
March 2020, to determine 1) an exit strategy for lifting emergency measures and 2) a common recovery strategy with 
unprecedented levels of investment. 

While recognising that a one size fits all approach is not feasible, the roadmap provides key principles and concrete 
recommendations that Member States should use as a framework for lifting emergency measures in a coordinated 
manner. The Commission’s advice is that measures should only be lifted gradually when three criteria are met: 1) when 
there is evidence that the spread of the virus has slowed significantly, 2) when there is sufficient health system capacity and 
3) when Member States have developed the capacity to test, track and trace on a large scale. Concrete recommendations 
for Member States include replacing general containment measures with more targeted action, and gradually lifting 
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restrictions on workplace returns and social gatherings. A two-step approach to border controls is also recommended, 
focusing first on lifting internal border controls and subsequently controls on the EU’s external border. 

One of the most interesting sections of the Roadmap sets out accompanying measures that should be taken alongside 
the phasing out of restrictions as increased social interactions occur. These include improving the testing capacity of 
Member States, better harmonised data sharing between Member States and the use of contact tracing apps. In the past 
two weeks, the Commission has attempted to structure the EU’s response in these three areas. 

1. Guidelines for testing 

On 15 April 2020, the Commission published new guidelines on improving the performance of coronavirus testing 
methodologies. These emphasise the importance of large-scale testing in slowing down the spread of the virus. They 
introduce the obligation for manufacturers to produce “state of the art” testing kits which meet a number of performance 
criteria including accuracy, analytical sensitivity and diagnostic specificity. An additional novelty is the Commission’s 
recommendation for test performance evaluation to be centralised at EU level to ensure an efficient and unified approach 
to test evaluation. 

2. Data sharing platform for COVID-19 research

On 20 April 2020, the Commission launched a data sharing platform – the EUCOVID19 Data Platform – for scientists and 
researchers. The platform aims to facilitate the storing, sharing and analysing of data sets on coronavirus through one 
central platform operating via cloud technology. The objective is to enable scientists to pool research more easily and 
ultimately speed up the process of finding a vaccine to COVID-19. 

3. Toolbox for contact tracing apps

The Commission has developed the first version of a common EU toolbox for contact tracing applications, alongside 
Member States. Contact tracing applications can help to track the spread of the disease and trace the contacts of infected 
persons, a function which will become increasingly important as restrictions are lifted on peoples’ activities. The toolbox 
presents common guidelines which are intended to act as a reference for the development of national applications. 
Ensuring compliance with EU data protection and privacy rules - notably the GDPR and ePrivacy Directive - features 
strongly in the toolbox. As such, the Commission guidelines require that all applications operate under the principles of 
data anonymisation, data minimisation and time limitation. They also emphasise that applications should be voluntary 
in nature and should not enable the tracking of locations. The toolbox is intended to be a dynamic tool, the progress of 
which will be assessed regularly and amended if necessary. 

Resilient, green, digital: President delivers speech on Europe’s recovery after COVID-19

President von der Leyen delivered an emotionally charged speech in the European Parliament plenary of 16 April 2020, 
in which she reflected on the EU’s response to the coronavirus outbreak and explored the future of the EU post-virus. The 
President expressed regret at the speed of the EU’s response to the crisis and offered an apology to Italy, which remains 
the worst affected country in Europe in terms of the number of deaths. Despite these deficiencies in speed, the President 
was also keen to emphasise that the EU’s response has been unprecedented in scale, amounting to a collective response 
of approximately €3 trillion. She stated that more has been achieved in the last four weeks than in the first four years of 
the financial crisis of 2007/08. 

Turning to the future, the President highlighted the scale of the challenge facing the EU as one that requires a redefinition 
of the Union’s internal and external policies in preparation for the new global reality after COVID-19. The President said 
that Europe’s recovery must focus on 1) strengthening resilience, 2) the green transition and 3) the digital transition, 
these have fed into the four pillar recovery strategy agreed between President von der Leyen and President Michel on 22 
April  2020, which is covered later in this bulletin. Any recovery will also require a strong Single Market, a strong sense of 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/testing_kits_communication.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_670
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solidarity between Member States and cohesive European societies. President von der Leyen reiterated her support for 
the recovery to be financed primarily by the multi-annual financial framework (MFF), which would act as a Marshall Plan 
for Europe.

Further details emerge about Commission’s new MFF proposal 

As discussed in previous Bulletins, the Commission has said the scale of the recovery requires a revision of both the 
Commission’s MFF proposal and its Work Programme, which sets out its priorities for the coming year. The Commission 
is expected to present its new MFF proposal on 6 May 2020, alongside a plan on financing Europe’s recovery following 
the outcome of the European Council of 23 April 2020 (see below). In advance of this announcement, President von der 
Leyen has offered further indications about the revised MFF proposal for the next seven years (2021-27) which she said 
will be fundamentally different and innovative compared to previous budgets. It is likely to include enhanced flexibility 
and a significant front-loading element so that more funds are available during the first years of the budget. The President 
has also indicated that the new proposal will be larger than the Commission’s original May 2018 proposal for a budget 
equivalent to 1.11% of EU27 GNI, which is approximately €1.135 trillion in spending commitments.

In the eyes of the Commission President, the MFF is the only instrument that would be capable of generating the 
significant level of investment required to fund Europe’s recovery. The President has estimated that the MFF could be at 
the heart of an investment package worth approximately €1 trillion (this figure has not been confirmed and some internal 
Commission estimates have put the figure higher at €2 trillion), in addition to the €540 billion package put forward by the 
Eurogroup. The Commission’s idea is that budgetary funds would be leveraged to incentivise private investment and to 
borrow money on international financial markets which can then be distributed to Member States. This would be achieved 
by temporarily raising the limits on how much the Commission can raise from Member States. This would enhance the 
so-called ‘headroom’ in the budget, thus enabling the Commission to raise extra funds in the financial markets. 

In an attempt to steer a middle course between more fiscally conservative Member States and those that advocate 
greater European solidarity, the Commission has said that the new MFF proposal will aim to strike a balance between 
grants and loans. Regarding the thematic division of the new MFF proposal, the President has indicated that investment 
for promoting cohesion and reform in Member States in order to address economic and fiscal inequalities would increase, 
so too would investment in the European Green Deal, the digital transition and Europe’s strategic autonomy. A smaller 
proportion of the budget would be dedicated to strengthening the Union’s crisis response tools and support for Europe’s 
neighbourhood. 

First ever pledging conference to be hosted to fund vaccine research  

The Commission will host a virtual pledging conference on 4 May 2020 to address gaps in funding for vaccine research 
at the global level and ensure that any vaccine is available globally. The conference, which is the first of its kind, will be 
hosted by the Commission in partnership with the Global Preparedness Monitoring Board; the Coalition for Epidemic 
Preparedness Innovations (CEPI); the Vaccine Alliance GAVI; the Welcome Trust; and the Gates Foundation. 

Countries in Europe’s Neighbourhood to avail of financial package 

As part of the EU’s global response to the coronavirus, the Commission has placed significant emphasis on aiding EU 
candidate countries and the EU’s wider neighbourhood. The first step in this regard was a package of assistance for the 
EU’s immediate neighbourhood, the Western Balkans. The package, worth €38 million, arrived rather late, as China had 
already stepped in and provided some immediate medical support. An additional financial package worth €3 billion has 
now been proposed for a further ten neighbourhood and enlargement countries. The biggest beneficiaries this time 
around will be Ukraine (€1.2 billion), the Republic of Tunisia (€600 million) and Bosnia and Herzegovina (€250 million). 
The macro-financial package will offer favourable loans for a period of 12 months. It is part of a wider ‘Team Europe’ 
response to the coronavirus, which aims to ensure that the EU adequately supports its partners in financial terms. The 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_20_733
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High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Josep Borrell, has said that the EU wants to devote greater 
attention to the Eastern Partnership countries, particularly Ukraine. 

Coronavirus disrupts plans for Conference on the Future of Europe

Europe Day, 9 May 2020, was intended to be the opening event of the proposed Conference on the Future of Europe, the 
hallmark of President von der Leyen’s citizen-led Commission. Unsurprisingly, the beginning of the Conference is likely 
to be delayed until at least September 2020 as a result of the coronavirus, according to the Commissioner responsible 
for the Conference, Vice-President Dubravka Šuica. Thematically, the focus of the Conference is also likely to shift away 
from institutional issues such as the spitzenkandidat debate as a result of the public health crisis. Furthermore, while the 
Commission has never discounted the possibility of the Conference leading to treaty change, an outcome viewed with 
some reticence in Member States such as Ireland, Commission Vice-President Šuica has suggested that the conference 
may lead to debate on further EU integration in healthcare policy. This was supported by Commissioner for Health, 
Stella Kriakides, who said during a hearing at the European Parliament that she hoped the Conference would include a 
discussion on increasing EU competencies in health policy. 

Negotiations on the EU-UK future partnership resume

Negotiations on the future EU-UK relationship have resumed. The second round of negotiations took place via video 
conference from 20-24 April 2020 between the EU and UK negotiating teams. Eleven specific negotiating groups met 
for discussions based on the legal texts already submitted by both sides, with topics including trade in goods, trade in 
services, the level playing field, fisheries, governance arrangements among others. At the time of writing, no formal 
statement had been made on the outcome of these negotiations. 

Prior to this, negotiations at political level had been postponed due to the onset of the coronavirus and the illness of both 
chief negotiators. An agreement was reached between UK Chief Negotiator David Frost and EU Chief Negotiator Michel 
Barnier on 15 April 2020 to re-start political negotiations using the video conference format. 

The next crucial date in the negotiations is 30 June 2020, by which point a decision will have to be made regarding 
whether or not to extend the negotiating period beyond the current deadline of 31 December 2020. A further two rounds 
of negotiations are expected to take place by this stage, when both sides are expected to assess the progress made 
through a High-Level Conference. These will take place via video conference on the weeks beginning 11 May 2020 and 1 
June 2020. Despite the loss of valuable negotiating time in recent weeks, the UK Government continues to rule out the 
possibility of extending the negotiations.

EU retains title of world leader in development assistance

The EU remains the largest donor of Official Development Assistance (ODA) worldwide, according to preliminary figures 
released by the OECD. In 2019, the EU and its Member States contributed €75.2 billion of ODA, this represented over 
half the global total (55.2%). Nevertheless, this total represents a fall compared to 2018 in terms of the ratio of ODA to 
EU GNI (0.46% of EU GNI in 2018, compared to 0.47% in 2019). Ireland is one of 17 Member States which increased their 
ODA contribution in nominal terms compared to 2018, but the majority of EU Member States failed to reach the EU’s 
commitment to spent at least 0.7% of their GNI on ODA. Given recent IMF predictions that Eurozone GDP will fall by 
7.5% this year, there are concerns that this figure could drop even further as a result of COVID-19 and the recession that 
is likely to ensue. The final OECD report is due in December 2020.

Developments in the Council 
European Council passes baton to Commission to prepare plans for MFF based recovery 

EU leaders met in virtual European Council format for the fourth time in six weeks, on 23 April 2020, to discuss the 

https://www.euractiv.com/section/europe-s-east/news/eu-foreign-affairs-chief-to-turn-to-europes-east-after-covid-19/
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EU’s long-term approach to economic recovery. The four-hour meeting began with ECB President Christine Lagarde’s 
worrying forecast that the Eurozone economy could shrink by 15% in a worst-case scenario, far higher than the 7.5% 
figure mooted by the IMF. 

A set of presidential conclusions was issued by European Council President Charles Michel following the video conference, 
rather than a joint statement requiring unanimity by all Member States. This is indicative of the ongoing disagreements 
between Member States over the precise format of the EU’s economic response to the coronavirus crisis. Nevertheless, 
EU leaders did agree on two important elements of this response. 

First, the European Council endorsed three of the four safety nets put forward by the Eurogroup on 9 April 2020, worth a 
combined €540 billion - the use of ESM credit lines of up to €240 billion; an EIB lending scheme worth €200 billion; and 
the SURE initiative to fund temporary employment schemes, worth €100 billion. Member States were urged to ensure 
the necessary parliamentary approvals so that the package can become operational on 1 June 2020. 

Second, EU leaders reached agreement on the urgent need for a European recovery fund (the fourth proposal of the 
Eurogroup), which would be closely linked to the MFF. This should be “of a sufficient magnitude” and targeted towards 
the hardest hit Member States and economic sectors (such as tourism and transport). The European Council tasked the 
Commission with analysing Europe’s economic needs and putting forward a proposal that sets out the scale and scope of 
such a recovery fund. The final size of the package is yet to be determined, but estimates are in excess of €1 trillion. 

While this is a positive step, many difficult questions remain unanswered. They include whether the recovery fund should 
be based on a system of loans (as preferred by Germany and the Netherlands), grants (the preference of France and Italy) 
or a combination of both (suggested by the Commission). This is linked to the wider debate about the mutualisation of 
debt in the EU. 

In addition, while the agreement to situate the recovery fund within the MFF is important, this may engender some 
difficulties. The MFF has the added advantage of being an established and trusted financial instrument, but to make it 
the home of the EU’s recovery fund could add an additional layer of complexity to the already difficult MFF negotiations. 
Disagreements persist between Member States on the ranking of spending priorities. In his intervention at the European 
Council for example, Taoiseach Leo Varadkar emphasised the continued importance for Ireland of supporting the 
agricultural sector. Proposals for a bigger MFF to support any recovery could also meet opposition from the so-called 
‘frugal Member States’ such as Austria, the Netherlands and Sweden, which oppose a larger budget. Meanwhile, 
Chancellor Merkel has said that Germany would be prepared to increase its contribution to the MFF. It also presents a 
further risk for delaying negotiations that need to be agreed by the end of the year if a new MFF is to be operational by 
2021. 

4 pillars to success for European recovery

EU Heads and State and Government in the European Council and the European Commission have set out their priorities 
for Europe’s recovery strategy, the second part of the mandate given to President Michel and President von der Leyen 
by the European Council. The document, entitled ‘A Roadmap for Recovery: Towards a more resilient, sustainable and 
fair Europe’ sets out the guiding parameters of Europe’s recovery and was welcomed by EU leaders during the European 
Council of 23 April 2020.

The Roadmap advocates a recovery based on four pillars: the Single Market, a significant investment strategy, Europe’s 
global influence, and EU governance. On closer inspection, the recovery strategy contains many of the same objectives 
originally set out in the EU’s Strategic Agenda for 2019-24 - the European Green Deal, the digital transformation, Europe’s 
place in the world – but the methods have been re-framed in light of the current situation. Significant emphasis is also 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/04/23/conclusions-by-president-charles-michel-following-the-video-conference-with-members-of-the-european-council-on-23-april-2020/
https://merrionstreet.ie/en/News-Room/News/Government_Statement_following_EU_Council_meeting.html
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/43384/roadmap-for-recovery-final-21-04-2020.pdf
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placed on strengthening Europe’s strategic autonomy.

1. The Single Market: The recovery strategy is designed to prioritise the repair and deepening of the Single Market. 
The repair element will focus on re-establishing disrupted supply chains and getting people back at work. But 
the Roadmap argues that the recovery should go one step further and modernise the Single Market based on 
the objectives of the digital agenda, the European Green Deal and the circular economy. Significant emphasis is 
also placed on strengthening the EU’s strategic autonomy through a dynamic industrial policy, to reduce Europe’s 
dependence on third parties for the manufacturing of medicines and other needs. The recovery strategy should 
also provide an impetus for the completion of the Banking Union and Capital Markets Union. 

2. Investment: Any recovery strategy will require unprecedented levels of investment through a Marshall style 
investment plan. This package should channel funds into priority areas such as the green and digital transitions, 
cohesion policy and CAP. It should have at its heart the MFF, as suggested by President von der Leyen, but the role 
of the EIB should also be strengthened as a vehicle for providing finance at favourable rates. The Commission will 
have a key role in proposing further specifics about the investment plan including the overall amount, timeframe 
and nature of this investment. 

3. Europe’s global influence: A core part of the strategy should ensure that the EU continues to lead the global 
response to COVID-19 through multilateral organisations such as the WTO, UN and the G20. A specific geographic 
priority should be ensuring a strong partnership with Africa, both in terms of short-term support for the African 
healthcare system but also long-term investment in strategic areas. This view was reflected in a recent article 
in the Financial Times, signed by President Michel and several EU leaders, which calls for a massive economic 
stimulus package for Africa and a moratorium on debt payments. 

4. Governance: This should focus on the institutional dimension of the crisis, and in particular, how the EU can 
learn lessons from its handling of this crisis. This echoes recent comments by President Michel that Europe is 
too slow at making decisions and that the EU needs to create a sense of common ambition and solidarity with 
European citizens through initiatives such as the Conference on the Future of Europe. 

The document also sets out key principles that should guide Europe’s approach to recovery. These include the importance 
of maintaining a level playing field for all Member States post-crisis, by ensuring that the recovery is symmetric across 
all Member States and that the principle of solidarity is respected. In light of recent actions by some Member States, 
respect for the rule of law and fundamental rights is highlighted as an essential pre-condition of any recovery. Finally, 
the document highlights the need for buy-in from local governments and dialogue with citizens and stakeholders if 
the strategy is to succeed. The European Council is tasked with monitoring the progress of the implementation of the 
Roadmap, in consultation with the other EU institutions.

Germany prepares for “corona Presidency” 

Germany is the next country in line to take over the helm of the rotating Council Presidency of the EU on 1 July 2020. 
Indications are beginning to emerge about which issues Germany will seek to prioritise during a Presidency that is likely 
to be dominated by the EU’s response to the coronavirus. Michael Roth, Germany’s Europe Minister, has said that while 
the immediate focus will be on saving lives and jobs, three further priorities will be the economic recovery, climate change 
and the rule of law. On the latter, Minister Roth said the focus would be on linking respect for the rule of law to the EU 
budget and on reaching a common understanding of the rule of law in the EU. Germany’s Foreign Minister, Heiko Mass, 
added that Germany will provide the necessary leadership for Europe at this complex time.

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/04/15/only-victory-in-africa-can-end-the-pandemic-everywhere/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/future-eu/news/michel-eus-way-of-working-is-too-slow/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/04/16/intervention-of-president-charles-michel-at-the-plenary-session-of-the-european-parliament/
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Conference on the Future of Europe should remain a priority – Minister McEntee

Ireland’s Minister of State for European Affairs, Helen McEntee, was one of five signatories of a letter addressed to all 
EU Affairs Ministers, which underscores the continued importance of the proposed Conference on the Future of Europe 
despite the outbreak of COVID-19. The letter, which was also signed by Minister McEntee’s counterparts from Austria, 
Greece, Belgium and Bulgaria, argues that the coronavirus outbreak has only heightened the importance of having “an 
open and ambitious discussion on how we can make the EU a strong, independent and credible global player”. It adds that 
Ministers for Europe should play a leading role in any future Conference. 

The exact terms of reference for the planned Conference have yet to be decided. These are expected to be agreed jointly 
between Council, Commission and Parliament. While both the Commission and the Parliament have outlined their 
priorities for the proposed Conference, Ministers in the Council have yet to come to a common position. 

Four largest EU Member States put forward joint asylum proposal 

The EU’s four largest Member States – Germany, France, Spain and Italy - have put forward a joint proposal which they hope 
will form the basis of an EU wide solution to asylum. The proposal, which was addressed to the European Commission, is 
intended to sharpen minds in advance of the publication of the Commission’s New Pact on Migration and Asylum, which 
was due to be published in the Spring but may be postponed as a result of the coronavirus. The four Member States 
contend that any new pact should contain a binding mechanism for the distribution of asylum seekers across the block 
according to certain criteria. Nevertheless, the proposal does open the door to other forms of solidarity to relocation, 
provided the reasoning for this is justified. There has been some optimism that the proposal could provide the assurances 
necessary to get countries such as Poland and Hungary on board and unblock decision making on migration and asylum. 

In other migration news, 10 European cities have stepped in where Governments have failed, by offering to take in their 
fair share of unaccompanied minors currently being held in Greek refugee camps, in a letter addressed to EU institutional 
leaders. No Irish cities are currently participating in the scheme. 

Developments in the European Parliament 
The European Parliament held an emergency plenary on 16-17 April 2020, the focus of which was the EU’s response to 
the coronavirus outbreak. Following a debate with President von der Leyen and President Michel, MEPs adopted several 
measures put forward by the Commission in recent weeks to address the public health crisis (see above). The centrepiece 
of the plenary was a parliamentary resolution which sets out the Parliament’s priorities for EU action in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Parliamentary resolution supports recovery bonds and increased MFF 

The resolution, which was originally tabled by the Renew Europe group, secured the support of a majority of MEPs and 
the Parliament’s four largest political groups (the EPP, S&D, Renew and the Greens). The theme of solidarity appears 
heavily in the resolution, which is initially critical of the unilateral approach of some Member States but optimistic about 
the EU’s ability to emerge strengthened from the crisis. 

The resolution outlines majority support for a significant recovery and reconstruction package that goes beyond the €540 
billion package agreed by Eurozone Finance Ministers on 9 April 2020. This package should be financed by an increased 
MFF and existing EU funds and financial instruments, in addition to what are described as ‘recovery bonds’ guaranteed 
by the EU budget. To get around the contested issue of the mutualisation of debt, the Parliament has proposed that these 
recovery bonds operate only in relation to future investment rather than existing debt. 

In relation to the MFF, any new proposal by the European Commission should provide greater flexibility for crisis funding 

https://www.politico.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Letter_on_the_future_of_Europe.pdf?utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_campaign=24f010132a-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_24_05_04&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-24f010132a-190433869
https://www.politico.eu/article/4-largest-eu-countries-issue-joint-proposal-to-unlock-asylum-impasse/?utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_campaign=a38716246b-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_17_05_09&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-a38716246b-190433869
https://www.politico.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/City-Letter-on-refugee-children-relocation-April-2020.pdf?utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_campaign=b0592a2dec-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_23_05_07&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-b0592a2dec-190433869
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0054_EN.html
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and have at its core a new system of own resources to fund the recovery according to the Eurpean Parliament. It should be 
used to finance an effective long-term recovery strategy centred on the twin objectives of the European Green Deal and the 
digital transformation. The Parliament is also supportive of a heightened role for the new EU industrial strategy, which could 
strengthen Europe’s industrial competitiveness and strategic autonomy, particularly in areas of strategic importance where 
the EU is currently dependent on third countries such as active ingredients for pharmaceuticals.  

Beyond economics, the resolution also proposes institutional reforms that the Parliament considers would strengthen the 
Union’s capacity to respond to future crises. This could include increased supranational powers to deal with cross-border 
health threats. The Parliament considers that the crisis should pave the way for a deeper reflection on the EU’s effectiveness 
through the Conference on the Future of Europe.

Finally, in relation to the rule of law, the resolution is critical of recent developments in Hungary and Poland and advocates a 
bold response by the Commission in making use of all tools, including budgetary tools, to sanction this behaviour. An appeal is 
also made to the Council to put the ongoing Article 7 procedure back on its agenda. 

Green recovery alliance advocates green pandemic exit 

An alliance of MEPs, National Ministers, businesses, think tanks, NGOS and civil society groups, have come together under 
the title of the ‘green recovery alliance’ to advocate a green exit from the coronavirus pandemic. This Parliament-led initiative 
follows a recent initiative by EU Environment Ministers to ensure that the European Green Deal features strongly in any 
recovery plan.

A joint letter argues that the EU recovery plan currently being prepared by the Commission should prioritise the fight against 
climate change and a re-think of Europe’s economic model. The members of the alliance contend that shifting the European 
economy towards a more climate-friendly model would provide not only environmental advantages, but also arm Europe with 
the right tools to create jobs, deliver growth, improve the wellbeing of citizens and create more resilient societies. A further 
demand is also levelled at politicians, business and financial leaders to mobilise the necessary investment to finance the 
green transition and the post-COVID economic recovery. The alliance, which was launched on 14 April 2020, was formed at the 
initiative of MEP Pascal Canfin, Chair of the Parliament’s Environment Committee and member of the Renew Europe group.

Ireland’s Minister for Communications, Climate Action and the Environment, Richard Bruton, was a signatory alongside his 
counterparts in Portugal, France, Luxembourg, Austria, Denmark, Germany and Finland among others. Prominent business 
signatories include 35 CEOs such as the President of Microsoft, Brad Smith and the CEOs of Unilever and H&M.

What to look out for next week

28 April 2020: EU Energy Ministers will hold a video conference examining the impact of COVID-19 on the energy 
sector. The Commission is also expected to update Ministers on the submission of national and energy climate 
plans (NECPs). Ireland has yet to submit its plan. In parallel, Home Affairs Ministers will cover the impact of the 
virus on migration, asylum and resettlement, among other areas. 
29 April 2020: The Transport Council will discuss the coordination of relaxation measures in the transport sector 
as part of the EU’s exit strategy. 
6 May 2020: The EU-Western Balkans Summit originally scheduled to be held in Zagreb under the auspices of 
the Croatian Presidency of the EU will instead be held via video conference between EU and Western Balkan 
leaders. 

This is part of the Future of the EU27 Project, supported by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j54QxE-QjhrEHjGb5LrKsHuDAKvv8LUq/view

