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The EU27 Bulletin provides an update on institutional proposals, major policy speeches by EU leaders and 
decisions adopted by the EU institutions on a fortnightly basis. Each bulletin has a tripartite structure focusing 
on developments in the European Commission, the European Parliament and the Council respectively. It 
also includes a commentary on the response by the EU institutions to COVID-19 and looks ahead to what 
developments might emerge over the coming weeks.

Developments in the European Commission 
President Von der Leyen pushes boundaries with new Recovery Plan 

On 27 May, the President of the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, presented the Commission’s Recovery Plan 
to the European Parliament. The Recovery Plan is designed to reboot and renew the European economy in the aftermath 
of COVID-19. President von der Leyen  described it as an investment in Europe’s future, detached from debt of the past. 
The Recovery Plan has two elements: 

(i) a proposal for an enhanced Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) for 2021-27 worth €1.1 trillion: and 
(ii) a new Recovery Instrument, known as Next Generation EU, worth €750 billion, amounting in total to a package of 
€1.85 trillion.

The objectives of the Recovery Plan are to forge greater economic, social and territorial cohesion in the EU, to strengthen 
economic resilience in the aftermath of COVID-19 and to modernise the European economy by supporting the green and 
digital transitions.  An initial analysis offers the following insights:  

The Commission’s revised MFF proposal is for a long-term budget of €1.1 trillion. This is less than the Commission’s original 
2018 proposal for an MFF of €1.135 trillion, but more than the figure more recently proposed to Member States in the 
European Council in February 2020 for a budget of €1.094 trillion. The new MFF would have greater in-built flexibility and 
emergency tools to enable the EU to react with greater speed to future crises. 

The new and innovative element of the plan is the proposed creation of a €750 billion Recovery Instrument known as 
Next Generation EU, which will provide a sizeable temporary increase in spending under the EU budget by creating new 
tools and strengthening key programmes over the next three years. The €750 billion would be distributed to Member 
States largely in the form of grants (€500 billion) and to a lesser extent in loans (€250 billion). Spending would focus on 
three broad priorities: (i) Support for Member States; (ii) Support for companies; and (iii) Identifying lessons learned and 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/eu-budget/eu-long-term-budget/2021-2027_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/eu-budget/eu-long-term-budget/2021-2027_en
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strategic challenges. The Recovery Plan also contains a pledge to “do no harm”, in line with the priorities set out in the 
European Green Deal. 

1) Support for Member States: 80% of the funds would be channelled towards supporting investment and reforms 
in the EU. Funding would be targeted heavily towards those Member States with low GDP and higher budget deficits, 
and those hardest hit by COVID-19.  A new Recovery and Resilience Facility worth €560 billion would offer large-
scale financial support for investment and reforms, including in the green and digital transitions. This would replace 
previous Commission proposals for a Budgetary Instrument for Convergence and Competitiveness (BICC) and would 
be closely linked to the European Semester. To benefit from funding, Member States would be required to submit 
annual Recovery and Resilience Plans, setting out how they propose to use the funding. These would be vetted by 
the Commission and funding would be allocated accordingly on a progressive basis. The Commission has already 
proposed allocations for each Member State under the Recovery and Resilience Facility. Italy would receive 20.45% 
of the total, Spain would receive 19.88% of the total. They would be followed by France (10.83% of the total) and 
Poland (8.65% of the total). Ireland would receive just 0.39% of the €560 billion total as a result of the criteria 
outlined above. 

A new REACT-EU Initiative (Recovery Assistance for Cohesion and the Territories of Europe) to strengthen cohesion 
between Member States is also foreseen. This would continue and extend the emergency cohesion policy funding 
measures already agreed and provide a top up of €55 billion for cohesion funding between 2020-2022. This would be 
used to support investment in labour markets, youth employment, support for health care systems and SMEs, as well 
as the European Green Deal and the digital transition. 

A reinforced Just Transition Fund (JTF) of €40 billion, compared to the previous proposal for a fund worth €7.5 billion, 
would be available to Member States to help them support sectors and regions in the transition towards climate 
neutrality by 2050.

Certain programmes under the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) would also be reinforced by Next Generation EU 
funding. Specifically, the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development would be boosted by €15 billion. This 
would facilitate the structural changes required to bring rural areas in line with the European Green Deal, and the 
Biodiversity and Farm to Fork Strategies.

2) Support for companies: The Commission aims to promote a recovery led by private investment in order to address 
the sizeable investment gaps resulting from the pandemic. It has proposed modernising and strengthening financial 
support for Europe’s flagship investment programme,  InvestEU, focusing on the future needs of the European 
economy and the promotion of EU strategic autonomy in key sectors. This would be complemented by the creation 
of a new Strategic Investment Facility worth €150 billion to mobilise investment in strategic areas linked to the green 
and digital transitions. These include 5G, AI, clean hydrogen and offshore renewable energy. 

Furthermore, a new Solvency Support Instrument would address the solvency concerns of viable companies through 
the provision of €31 billion of guarantees by the European Commission. This temporary crisis support instrument 
would be available to all sectors and Member States, although it would focus on the companies and Member States 
with the greatest solvency needs. 

3) Learning lessons and addressing strategic challenges: The third tranche of funding would be focused on 
strengthening programmes that are important for tackling future crises, particularly in the healthcare sector. A new 
EU4Health Programme worth €9.4 billion would address health security and crisis preparedness in all Member 
States. Equally, future cross border action would be facilitated by strengthening rescEU, a new element of the Union’s 
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Civil Protection Mechanism designed to equip the EU with the resources needed to manage crises. An increase to the 
Horizon Europe research and innovation programme is also stipulated, which would dedicate a total of €94.4 billion 
to research focused particularly on health and climate. 

EU external action would be enhanced through the provision of increased funding for the EU’s external development 
tools, notably the Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument (NDICI) and 
Humanitarian Aid. A further amendment would be made to the NDICI instrument to strengthen the EU’s capacity to 
support partners in the Western Balkans, the EU’s wider neighbourhood and Sub-Saharan Africa.  

How would this Recovery Plan be financed?

Under the Commission’s plans, money would be raised by temporarily relaxing budgetary headroom to 2% of EU GNI, 
allowing the Commission to borrow money on the capital markets through the issuance of bonds on a scale never seen 
before. Additional funding would be channelled back through EU programmes to the Member States. Repayment would 
take place under future budgets in the period 2028-58. 

The Commission also envisages funding at least part of the Recovery Plan through the creation of new sources of funding, 
or new forms of own resources, in order to avoid Member States having to make significant additional contributions to 
the EU budget. The Commission has yet to put forward detailed legislative proposals in this regard, but it has indicated it 
is exploring new taxes/levies in the form of an extension of the Emissions Trading Scheme, a Carbon Border Adjustment 
Mechanism, and a plastics tax. Further suggestions that could raise eyebrows in Ireland include introducing a much-
contested digital tax, and a tax on large companies operating in the Single Market. Budget Commissioner Johannes Hahn 
has suggested that the new levy would affect companies in Europe with a global turnover of over €750 million, which 
amounts to approximately 70,000 companies in Europe. Companies meeting this threshold would be required to pay an 
access fee for using the Single Market. Some of these proposals are regarded as very controversial by certain Member 
States and reaching unanimous agreement on these new forms of own resources in addition to the wider MFF package 
will be very difficult. 

In the short term, the Commission has proposed amending the current MFF for 2014-20 to mobilise an additional €11.5 
billion for programmes in 2020 and bridge the gap between now and the approval of the next MFF.

How have Member States reacted to the proposal?

The Commission’s proposal draws heavily on the recent Franco-German proposal for a €500 billion recovery fund, which 
would operate on the basis of grants. French Secretary of State for European Affairs, Amélie de Montchalin, described the 
creation of common debt in the EU as an “unprecedented change” and a “revolution”. Spain, Portugal, Greece, Poland and 
Italy were equally complimentary about the proposal, which they argue goes in their desired direction.  

Nevertheless, the Commission’s proposal will face intense scrutiny from fiscally conservative Member States that 
have long voiced their opposition to any grant-based approach to economic recovery, namely the Netherlands, Austria, 
Denmark and Sweden. The Austrian Chancellor, Sebastian Kurz, has already outlined Austria’s red lines, namely that the 
issuance of grants must have a clear time limit to avoid leading to a debt union, and that the ratio of grants to loans must 
shift in favour of loans. Prior to the announcement of the Commission’s proposal, the so-called ‘frugal four’ put forward a 
counter proposal to the Franco-German paper, which made the case for an emergency fund financed exclusively by loans.  

What are the next steps? 

The Commission’s Recovery Plan must be unanimously agreed by all Member States in the European Council and 
approved by the European Parliament before it can become operational.  

https://www.irishtimes.com/business/economy/eu-divisions-laid-bare-by-frugal-four-covid-recovery-proposal-1.4261774
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A number of issues are likely to come under scrutiny during deliberations in the European Council and the Parliament, 
such as the overall size of the Recovery Plan, Member State contributions and allocations under the revised MFF proposal 
and Next Generation EU Instrument, the division between loans and grants and associated conditionalities, new forms of 
own resources and repayment. Linking the Recovery Instrument to the MFF will add an additional layer of complexity to 
these difficult negotiations. Nevertheless, Commissioner for the Economy, Paolo Gentiloni, said he is optimistic that the 
main pillars of the proposal will remain unchanged.  

The Commission hopes to reach political agreement on the Recovery Plan by July 2020, so that  the proposal can be ratified 
and ready to become operational by January 2021. This is a highly ambitious timeline, given that negotiations on the MFF 
have already been ongoing without agreement for the past three years. Preparations are currently underway for a virtual 
meeting of the European Council on 19 June 2020, when EU leaders are expected to discuss the Commission’s proposals. 
As video conferences are not deemed to be an ideal format for MFF negotiations, it is expected that a subsequent meeting 
of the European Council will be held in person, possibly in July 2020. The European Council President, Charles Michel, has 
emphasised his determination to reach agreement at European Council level before the summer.

Crisis learning, foresight and public engagement the focus of amended Work Programme

To complement the revised division of spending priorities set out in the Commission’s Recovery Plan, an amended  2020 
Commission Work Programme was also published on 27 May 2020. The core of the programme, based on the Commission’s 
six existing headline objectives, remains largely unchanged, although original timescales might shift slightly to account 
for the impact of the pandemic. These six objectives are:1) The European Green Deal; 2) Europe fit for the digital age; 3) 
An Economy that works for People; 4) A stronger Europe in the world; 5) Promoting our European way of life; and 6) A 
new push for European Democracy. 

The amended Work Programme places additional emphasis on integrating lessons learned from the COVID-19 crisis into 
the Commission’s policy agenda. Strengthened citizen engagement is highlighted as a priority, with a commitment made 
to expand public consultations and feedback opportunities for initiatives in 2020 and early 2021. An additional objective 
is to incorporate greater strategic foresight considerations into EU policy making. The Commission is expected to publish 
its first Annual Strategic Foresight Report later this year which will focus on building resilience to major trends.  

First step towards Health Union?

As part of the Recovery Plan, the Commission has proposed the creation of a new EU4Health Programme, which is 
designed to reflect the increased prioritisation of health policy at EU level. The programme was described by Commission 
Vice-President Margaritis Schinas as the “first stage” towards building a “health union”. In budgetary terms, at €9.4 billion, 
the scale of the programme is significantly larger than the €413 million health envelope under the current MFF. While 
treaty change is not on the table yet, the idea of increasing the EU’s competences in health policy appears to be gaining 
traction. This question is expected to be put to the public if the proposed Conference on the Future of Europe goes ahead.  

The central aim of the EU4Health Programme is to strengthen the EU’s resilience to health threats. In the short term, 
this could include the creation of strategic stockpiles of protective equipment, medicines and medical devices. It would 
also entail a reserve of healthcare staff that could be deployed during times of crisis. The strengthening of the European 
Medicines Agency and the European Centre for Disease Control is also foreseen. In the longer term, the EU4Health 
Programme would aim to strengthen national health systems, and reduce inequalities in healthcare treatment across 
Member States, particularly in the area of cancer care. Further aims are accelerating digital health capacity, cross border 
health care and investment in disease prevention. 

Deadlock continues in Brexit negotiations 

The fourth round of negotiations between the UK and EU on the future relationship have failed to make any substantial 

https://www.politico.eu/newsletter/brussels-playbook/politico-brussels-playbook-chaos-in-america-russias-back-at-the-table-economy-commissioner-gives-his-verdict/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar%3Af1ebd6bf-a0d3-11ea-9d2d-01aa75ed71a1.0006.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
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progress. A statement delivered by the EU’s Chief Negotiator, Michel Barnier, acknowledged that little progress had been 
made in advancing discussions in four key areas: fisheries; the level playing field; police and judicial cooperation; and the 
governance of the future relationship. Negotiations took place during the first week of June. 

Mr Barnier accused the UK Government of reneging on its commitments under the Political Declaration, which remains 
the basis for negotiations on the future relationship.  He emphasised that negotiations are entering a crucial phase when 
a decision must be made on a potential extension of the transition period, and that the EU remains open to such an 
extension. A High Level Meeting is due to take place this month to take stock of the progress made. No date has yet been 
formalised for this meeting and the UK continues to voice its opposition to any extension of the transition period beyond 
31 December 2020. 

Mr Barnier hopes that the EU and UK will find common ground for an agreement by the Autumn.  

Trump’s WHO decision puts US at loggerheads with EU

EU institutional leaders have expressed their dismay at the decision of US President Donald Trump to withdraw from the 
World Health Organisation (WHO). In a statement released by President von der Leyen and High Representative Josep 
Borrell, they argue that enhanced cooperation and common solutions are more important than ever in the context of the 
public health crisis and that actions that undermine international efforts should be avoided. They urged President Trump 
to reconsider his decision. President Trump’s decision stands in contrast to the EU’s continued support for the WHO and 
multilateral efforts to combat COVID-19. The Commission recently launched a further global fundraising campaign to 
ensure equal access to a potential COVID-19 vaccine, with the slogan ‘“Global Goal: Unite for our Future”, and pledged an 
additional €300 million in funding for Gavi, the vaccine alliance. 

Flagship digital initiative put to the public

In line with the Commission’s commitment to increase public engagement in the aftermath of COVID-19, a public 
consultation has been launched on the Commission’s flagship digital initiative, the Digital Services Act. This far-reaching 
reform aims to overhaul and modernise the rules regulating online platforms for the first time in 20 years, and it seeks  to 
ensure a common set of EU rules are in place to regulate online content. Commissioner for the Internal Market, Thierry 
Breton, said the consultation would help the Commission to find the right balance between safe online platforms and 
freedom of expression. The public consultation comes amidst EU efforts to tackle coronavirus-related disinformation. 

According to media reports, the central questions that will be put to the public pertain to the question of responsibility 
and the extent to which online platforms should be held accountable for the services they provide. Further questions 
relate to the issue of competition within the digital market, which is dominated by multinational tech companies such as 
Google and Facebook. The question of competition will be further explored in a parallel consultation on the introduction 
of a new competition tool, which would address structural competition issues known as market tipping across many 
sectors, including the digital sector.

Fair minimum wage agenda advanced 

On 3 June 2020, the Commission launched the second stage of a consultation on ensuring fair minimum wages across 
the EU. The first stage consultation with social partners, launched in January 2020, confirmed the need for EU action 
to reduce wage inequalities. This second stage seeks to garner input from social partners on potential avenues for EU 
action (legislative and non-legislative). The introduction of a legal mechanism to ensure fair minimum wages was one of 
President von der Leyen’s electoral policy pledges. The initiative has gained further impetus given the socio-economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic and the importance of ensuring a socially just recovery. 

Coordinated EU action on minimum wages is viewed with scepticism by some Member States, particularly Denmark, 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_20_1017
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/consultation-digital-services-act-package#:~:text=The%20Commission%20has%20announced%20a,intervention%20at%20the%20EU%20level.
https://www.ft.com/content/42d66452-5066-4ab8-8650-8b6c9f41c899
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_977
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Sweden andFinland, which operate a collective bargaining model of wage coordination. The Commission recognises that 
a “one-size-fits-all” minimum wage is not feasible, rather any future proposal would seek to ensure that national systems 
are fulfilling minimum criteria concerning adequacy, coverage and the inclusion of social partners. Implementation 
would also remain in the hands of the Member States. 

A proposal on fair minimum wages for EU workers is expected to be put forward by the end of 2020, as part of the 
Commission’s wider agenda to create an economy that works for people and support the implementation of the European 
Pillar of Social Rights.  

Developments in the Council 
‘Together for Europe’s recovery’: Germany announces motto for Council Presidency

‘Together for Europe’s recovery’ will be the motto of the Germany Presidency of the Council of the EU, a position it will 
assume on 1 July 2020. The motto is designed to represent the importance of joint action in tackling shared problems, 
while also respecting the EU’s diversity. The new motto will be accompanied by a symbolic logo, the Möbius ribbon, a 
looped geometric shape that has one has one edge and one surface, symbolising innovation and solidarity in Europe. 

In advance of the formal presentation of Germany’s Presidency Programme, Michael Roth, Minister of State for Europe 
at the German Federal Foreign Office, offered insights into the Presidency priorities at an address at the IIEA on 25 May 
2020. He said that ensuring a coordinated European response to the COVID-19 pandemic is the top priority. The fight 
against disinformation, climate change, and social and economic cohesion were highlighted as further priority areas. 
Minister Roth also emphasised the centrality of the rule of law to Germany’s Presidency agenda, particularly regarding 
budgetary conditionality. The issue of the rule of law is likely to gain greater momentum over the coming months as the 
Commission prepares to present the first annual rule of law report in September 2020, during the German Presidency. 

In relation to foreign policy, Minister of State Roth highlighted the importance of the EU speaking with one voice to other 
global powers like the US, China and Russia, and finding a common solution to migration. This was complemented by 
recent comments made by Chancellor Merkel at an event on 27 May 2020. The Chancellor stated that EU-China relations 
would be a priority for the German Presidency, despite the postponement of a landmark EU-China Summit that was 
due to take place on 14 September 2020 in Leipzig, Germany. The Chancellor still has ambitions to drive through an EU 
investment agreement with China by the end of 2020.  

Germany is also hoping to make progress on advancing the Conference on the Future of Europe, so that the Conference 
can begin during the German Presidency. No breakthrough was reached at the latest video conference of European 
Affairs Ministers on 26 May 2020, as Member States continue to be divided between those that consider the Conference 
a matter of great urgency and those that do not. 

GPS trio to prioritise stronger, fairer, more sustainable Europe

The German Presidency marks the beginning of a new Presidency trio, comprising Germany, Portugal and Slovenia, 
colloquially known as the GPS trio. These Presidency trios are groupings of three countries that coordinate their priorities 
over an 18-month period. Within the framework of the trio programme, each Member State agrees a detailed 6-month 
programme, which highlights areas of particular interest.  According to a draft programme, the trio will prioritise making 
Europe stronger, fairer and more sustainable in the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic. The GPS Presidency trio will 
focus on four lines of action:

1) Tackling the socio-economic consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic and improving European crisis management
2) Negotiations on the MFF and recovery plan  

https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-china-summit-postponed-due-to-coronavirus-concerns/?utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_campaign=e1461f117f-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_06_04_05_05&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-e1461f117f-190433869
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3) The Future Relationship between the EU and UK 
4) Important objectives under the Strategic Agenda such as the Conference on the Future of Europe, climate change, 
European competitiveness, the digital agenda, social policy and Europe’s role in the world.

The trio programme is expected to be formally adopted at the General Affairs Council on 16 June 2020. 

President Michel pens newsletter to EU citizens 

The EU institutions are often accused of failing to communicate effectively with their citizens. In an attempt to remedy 
this, the President of the European Council, Charles Michel, has penned an inaugural newsletter, addressed directly 
to European citizens. The newsletter sets out key EU actions in recent months in order to combat the negative media 
coverage the EU often receives and address the lack of public awareness of EU actions. President Michel plans to continue 
this citizen-focused newsletter on a regular basis. 

EU-China relations under the spotlight 

Germany’s commitment to prioritise relations with China comes against a complicated backdrop. On 28 May 2020, 
EU Foreign Affairs Ministers agreed a joint statement in response to recent actions by China in Hong Kong. It is widely 
regarded that the Chinese imposition of national security laws severely limits freedom of speech and autonomy in Hong 
Kong, which has operated under the ‘one country, two systems’ principle since the end of British colonial rule.

The EU has expressed concerns at these actions and said it “further calls into question China’s will to uphold its international 
commitments”. However, the EU response has been softer than other countries such as the US and Australia, who have 
threatened to introduce trade sanctions if China proceeds with the controversial law. At the meeting of Foreign Affairs 
Ministers on 28 May 2020, it was reported that Sweden was the only Member State to voice support for the introduction 
of trade sanctions. 

The EU’s preferred approach to date, as summarised by Chancellor Merkel, is to engage in “critical and constructive” 
dialogue with China and to keep diplomatic and trade channels open. Nevertheless, momentum is clearly building for 
the EU to develop a more coherent approach to its relations with China. 

Developments in the European Parliament 
Recovery Plan passes initial test in Parliament

The President of the European Parliament, David Sassoli, expressed initial support for the Commission’s Recovery Plan 
of 27 May 2020. Speaking at a press conference, President Sassoli said the proposal marks a major effort in terms of 
resources and that it will be important for “building capacity and presenting a political vision” for Europe’s future. He 
expressed gratitude that the Parliament’s demands for an ambitious proposal had been listened to by the Commission.  

President Sassoli urged Member States to give the green light to the proposed Recovery Plan as soon as possible. In a 
separate statement directed at the so-called ‘frugal four’, he stated that the distinction is not between frugal and free-
spending countries: “Rather, there are countries aware of the seriousness of the challenges we face and those that are 
not. I ask everyone to be responsible and live up to this historic moment.” 

This broadly supportive opinion is evident across many of the political groups in the European Parliament and is held 
by the leaders of the EPP, S&D, Renew Europe and Green groups. In contrast, the ECR group made the case for greater 
conditionality to be attached to loans and grants. The Identity and Democracy Group criticised the Commission’s proposal 
for going too far, while the GUE/NGL group said the proposal does not go far enough.  

http://dsms.consilium.europa.eu/952/Actions/Newsletter.aspx?messageid=43907&customerid=56129&password=enc_743278703550325136324543_enc&utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_campaign=7cdb08e1f6-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_06_05_04_49&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-7cdb08e1f6-190433869
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/the-president/en/newsroom/sassoli-frugal-four-must-be-aware-of-the-seriousness-of-challenges-we-face
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There was also concern from the Parliament’s MFF negotiating team about some elements of the Commission’s MFF 
proposal. This includes the size of the new MFF, which, at €1.1 trillion, is smaller than the Commission’s original 2018 
proposal for a budget of €1.135 trillion, and is significantly less than the Parliament’s proposal for an MFF of €1.324 trillion. 
They caution against financing the Recovery Instrument at the expense of the core MFF and raised concerns about how 
future debt will be repaid. On the issue of new own resources, the Parliament’s negotiators want to see greater urgency 
from the Commission in submitting concrete legal proposals, so that these can become operational as soon as possible. 
The Parliament has consistently said that it will only give its consent to the new MFF if agreement is reached on new own 
resources.

69% of citizens in favour of increased EU powers 

A survey carried out by the European Parliament has found widespread public support for increased EU powers. 69% of 
citizens surveyed agree that the EU should have more competences to deal with crises such as the coronavirus pandemic. 
In Ireland, this figure was the second highest across the EU.  

Other important survey findings include significant disparities between the level of perceived solidarity between Member 
States in fighting the pandemic. Irish respondents recorded the highest levels of perceived solidarity (59%), in contrast 
with Italy (16%), Spain (21%) and Greece (22%). This corresponds with a wider trend of lower satisfaction levels with 
the EU’s response in Southern European Member States (except Portugal). Overall, more respondents were dissatisfied 
with EU action to date (52%) than they were satisfied (45%). The survey was conducted among 21,804 participants in 21 
Member States in late April.  

Conference on the Future of Europe should begin in September 

MEPs in the Parliament’s Constitutional Affairs Committee have urged the other EU institutions to reach agreement on 
the Conference on the Future of Europe before the summer, so that the flagship citizens’ initiative can be launched in 
September 2020. They also argue that Member States should commit to implementing reforms driven by the Conference, 
including treaty change. Echoing recent comments by the Commission, MEPs advocated the use of digital technology 
and remote participation tools to allow the Conference to go ahead during the pandemic. The urgent convening of the 
Conference was highlighted as one of the Parliament’s priorities in its 17 April Resolution on the EU’s response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Other developments 
Mogherini appointed Rector of the College of Europe 

The former High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Federica Mogherini, has been appointed as the 
Rector of the prestigious College of Europe. Ms Mogherini will take over from the outgoing Rector, Professor Jörg Monar, 
on 1 September 2020, making her the first female Rector of the College. The appointment was somewhat controversial, 
with some arguing that Ms Mogherini fails to meet the academic qualifications required for the role and submitted 
her candidacy after the deadline. Nevertheless, it is widely accepted that Ms Mogherini will bring extensive practical 
experience in EU external affairs to the role. 

ECB expands bond buying programme 

On 4 June 2020, the Governing Council of the European Central Bank (ECB) expanded its Pandemic Emergency Purchase 
Program (PEPP) by an extra €600 billion, bringing it to a total of €1.35 trillion. The emergency  programme will also be 
extended by an additional six months, until the end of June 2021. The scale of the additional stimulus approved by the 
ECB was bigger than expected and supplements the initial €750 billion asset purchase programme announced on 18 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/resources/library/media/20200527RES79925/20200527RES79925.pdf
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March 2020. This boost comes just weeks after a ruling by Germany’s Constitutional Court, which casted doubts over the 
legality of the ECB’s bond buying programme. 

What to look out for over the coming weeks 

8 June 2020: An informal meeting of Agriculture Ministers will discuss the Commission’s recent Farm 
to Fork and Biodiversity Strategies. EU Development Ministers will also meet to discuss the EU’s global 
response to the coronavirus pandemic. Ministers will be addressed by Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
Director General of the World Health Organisation. 
9 June 2020: EU Foreign Affairs Ministers will meet in Trade formation to review the current state of play 
regarding the WTO and the implications of the COVID-19 pandemic for trade policy. In parallel, Economy 
Ministers will also meet via video conference. 
11 June 2020: A meeting of the Eurogroup is scheduled to take place. 
12 June 2020: EU Health Ministers and Ministers responsible for the Internal Market and Industry will meet 
informally via video conference. 
17-19 June 2020: A plenary of the European Parliament will take place virtually. MEPs are expected to 
debate the Commission’s proposed Recovery Plan. 
19 June 2020: A meeting of EU leaders in the European Council will be held to discuss the Commission’s 
recent proposal for a revised MFF and Recovery Instrument. 

This is part of the Future of the EU27 Project, supported by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.


